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In March Idaho Hosts 2026 
Western Regional Leadership 
Conference

Community and Pomona Grang-
es in Oregon will be rewarded 
for providing the State Grange 
office with their insurance com-
pany name, agent’s name and 
contact information. Earlier this 
year, the Oregon State Grange re-
covered money that was owed to 
Grange Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny (GMIC), which was dissolved 
in bankruptcy in the early 2000s, 
and all remaining assets became 
the property of the Oregon State 
Grange.

At the November 2025 state Ex-

ecutive Committee meeting, it 
was decided this recovered mon-
ey would be used to support Com-
munity and Pomona Granges who 
are purchasing insurance by pro-
viding a $125 credit on the second 
quarter report (or, for qualifying Po-
mona Granges, by adding $125 to 
the dues sent to Pomona Granges).

In order to qualify, a Grange must 
send a copy of the form that was 
mailed to Granges with their 4th

Quarter report, titled ‘Insurance 
Dues Credit’ along with a copy of 
the Grange’s 2026 building or li-

ability insurance declaration. The 
insurance document must state the 
name of the insurer, the name of 
the insured, and must be active at 

issued without this document.

The deadline for this submission 
is March 31, 2026. All claims 
must be received by this date.

If you have any questions regard-
ing the form or what is needed, 
please contact the Oregon State 

Advocacy board, will be presenting 
the National Advocacy program. 

Registration opens on Thursday at 
5pm at the conference hotel. The 
evening will begin with pizza and 
get-acquainted activities. All meals 
are included with the registration.

The conference will be held at the 
Best Western Vista Inn, located at 
2645 W Airport Way in Boise. The 

-
fast and has an airport shuttle for 
guests. The room rate is $145.77 per 
night for a room with two queen beds. 
Other rooms may be available. To 
book your stay, call 1-208-336-8100.

Registration Fees are $90 for adults 
by March 6. After that it is $100. Ju-
niors aged 13.5 years old and under 
are $45 and after March 6 rise to 
$50. Registration is due by March 
6, 2026. Register online at https://
forms.gle/bAtHn91TxD2TXvSaA .  
Registration can be paid by check 
to the Idaho State Grange or with 
PayPal and Venmo. Details avail-
able on the online registration form.

The conference is hosted by the 
Idaho State Grange. For questions, 
idgrangepresident@gmail.com

The 2026 Western Regional Lead-
ership Conference will take place 
from March 26 to March 28, 2026, 
in Boise, Idaho. Grangers from 
Washington, Montana, California, 
Oregon, Alaska, Nevada, and Idaho 
are especially invited to participate, 
and members from other states are 
also welcome to attend.

Workshops and activities for all 
ages and Grange experience will 
be held including leadership work-
shops designed to enhance skills 
and knowledge, sessions focused 
on advocacy and volunteer engage-
ment and special activities for Ju-
nior participants. More information 
will be shared via email and on the 
Western Regional Facebook page.

A tour of the Wassmuth Center and 
the Old Idaho Penitentiary is in-
cluded in the registration fee. Ad-
ditionally, attendees will have the 
opportunity to learn about Basque 
food and culture. Leroy Watson, 
Chairman of the National Grange 
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Note From the President 

wrote my column for the last issue, 
and its already time to work on the 
next one. 

Again, I’m going to look forward to 
when this will arrive in your mail-
box and intend to make it topical 
for that time. Before I start on my 
theme, I want to mention two im-

missed hanging out at the bottom of 
my message. 

Your Community or Pomona 
Grange should have received a no-
tice from the State Grange stating 
that we will provide you with $125 
credit on second-quarter dues if you 
provide proof of current building or 
liability insurance. I think the letter 
mentions ‘rider’, but it is the decla-
ration we want. We do not need the 
entire document but must see that 
your hall or Grange is the insured 
party, the name of the broker, and 
the name of the insuring party. Our 
goal is to ensure our Granges are in-
sured, and to build a list of brokers 
and companies to help Granges that 
are having issues obtaining insur-
ance.

The 2026 Western Regional Con-
ference will be held March 26-28 
in Boise. I encourage our members 
to attend. It is a wonderful way to 
meet Grangers from the western 
region and network with them and 
learn more about the Grange. There 
is additional information about this 
conference and about hotels and 
registration in this issue. It would be 
wonderful to have a large contingent 
from Oregon. And think of the miles 

February is renowned for Valen-
tines Day, a celebration of love, and 

I’d like to focus on love, and not 
just the romantic love idealized on 
Feb. 14th. 

Did you know the ancient Greeks 
had many words for love? While 
there are more than the six,I will list, 
these encompass the primary cate-
gories.  denotes hospitality, or 
‘ritualized love’ and it was a social 
construct focused on generosity, 
gift exchange, and reciprocity. 
is the name for sexual and romantic 
love, and the love associated with 
Valentines Day. denotes 
self-love, and in its extreme can 

-
served in a healthy manner should 
result in a proper regard for one’s 
own happiness and well-being. 

 denotes the love of parents, 
and a parent’s love of their children. 

While some of the four I mentioned 

are what I think the teachings of our 
Order stress. translates as ‘to 

-
scribed by Thomas Aquinas as ‘to 
will the good of another.’ is 

-
ship between equals, or loyalty to 
friends, family, and community. 
Aristotle stated it requires virtue, 
equality, and familiarity. 

Our ceremonies speak to our love 
of the land and animals, our love 
of God and our love of family. It 
is my impression the Third Degree 
is focused on Agape and Philia and 
strives to promote the importance 
of such. It is in part why we refer 
to each other as Brother or Sister 
and regard the Grange as one large 
family. The Sixth Degree Oath in-
dicates that we will work for the 
betterment of all members. These 

lessons are deeply embedded in our 
ceremonies. 

and if left unchecked, can lead 
to more than simple disharmony. 
Granges have gone dormant be-
cause members have become more 
focused on personalities and con-

remain vigilant for.

The Grange was founded as an ag-
ricultural organization, but as fewer 
and fewer Americans practice agri-
culture, the Grange has moved to-
ward becoming a community orga-
nization, with agricultural roots. Yet, 
regardless of focus, the Grange cer-
emonies have always been focused 
on providing lessons to its members 
that give them the tools to become 
better people. All our ritual imple-
ments serve this purpose. For exam-
ple, the hoe is intended to break up 
the soil but also symbolizes break-
ing the heavy soil of ignorance.

The third degree, one of my favor-
ites, focuses on love and charity, 
and I encourage all of us to reded-
icate ourselves to practicing those 
lessons. We should not view other 
Grange members as opponents, or 
even worse, enemies. They are our 
friends, and our family. Even when 
they disagree with us, or upset us, 
we need to keep our love for them 
in the forefront of our thoughts. 

I have touched upon some of these 
concepts in prior columns, but I 
think these teachings on love are 
some of the most important our Or-
der provides, hence my revisiting 
them. 

We will become better people and 
our Order will become a better or-
ganization if we strive to practice 
them. We owe it not only to the 
Grange members who came before 
us and developed these lessons, or 
our fellow members, but also to 
ourselves. I encourage you to heed 
the wisdom of our Founders.

The President’s Column

I have received permission from the 

It could be shown at the Conven-
tion, prior to the Fifth and Sixth De-
grees and allow interested members 
to watch on their own time. 

These Degrees are still presented, but 
very infrequently, and they contain 
important lessons about Faith, Hope, 
Charity and Fidelity that lead to a 
deeper understanding of the Grange. 

-
ing, video editing and production, 
have an interest in acting or would 
like to design sets (the Tableaux 
of each degree), please contact the 

-
est and see if we can collect a team 
to make this happen.

Filming the First Four Degrees

Just a reminder that the Geo Grange 
program deadline is coming up soon. 
Point totals and miles must be sent 

postmarked no later than March 31, 
2026. Winners will be announced at 
the 2026 State Convention in Bak-
er City. Please include your contact 
information and Grange name and 
number.

Geo-Grange Program



Sunnyside Grange #842, Clack-
amas County, is celebrating their 
90th Anniversary on Sunday, April 
12 starting at 2pm. Oregon State 
Grange President, Sonny Hayes-
Ebert will be the featured speaker.

Several membership awards will 
be presented and a fun, informative 
program is being planned. Cake, 

-
ter the program. 

The Grange hopes you can come 

and help them celebrate 90 years of 
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Welcome to a new year, Broth-

promises to be an exciting one, as it 
is the 250th anniversary of the Unit-
ed States of America adopting the 
Declaration of Independence. This 
gives us a great opportunity as Lec-
turers and Grangers in general to fo-
cus on many national and patriotic 
subjects in our Lecturer’s programs 
or community events. 

For example, here are a few facts 
you may not know about the Decla-
ration of Independence. 

Is Independence Day really
July 2nd?

declared its freedom from Britain 
on July 2, 1776, when it approved 
a resolution and delegates from 
New York were permitted to make 
it a unanimous vote. John Adams 
thought July 2nd would be marked 
as a national holiday for genera-
tions to come.

July 4th is when the Declaration 
was adopted.

After voting on independence, the 
-

nalize a document explaining the 
move to the public. It had been 
proposed in draft form by the Com-
mittee of Five (John Adams, Rog-
er Sherman, Robert R. Livingston, 
Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas 

the Congress to agree on the edits.

Six people signed the Declaration 
and also the Constitution. 

Franklin was among a handful of 
people who signed both historical 
documents. The others were George 
Read, Roger Sherman, Robert Mor-
ris, George Clymer, and James Wil-
son. 

But they didn’t sign the 
Declaration on July 4th!

Once the Congress approved the 
actual Declaration of Independence 
document on July 4th, it ordered that 

it be sent to a printer named John 
Dunlap. About 200 copies of the 
Dunlap Broadside were printed, 
with John Hancock’s name printed 
at the bottom. Today, 26 copies re-
main. 

So, what if I stumble upon a lost 
version of the Dunlap Broadside 

That’s what happened in 1989 in 
Adamstown, Pennsylvania. It was 
tucked behind an old picture in a 
frame, and it cost the buyer $4. 
That version of the Declaration was 
eventually acquired by TV produc-
er Norman Lear for $8.1million. 

When was the Declaration actu-
ally signed then?

Most of the members of the Conti-
nental Congress signed a version in 
early August 1776 in Philadelphia. 
The names of the signers were re-
leased publicly in early 1777. 

The Declaration and 
Constitution were hidden away 

during World War II.  
Both documents were packed up 
about two weeks after Pearl Harbor. 
They were given military escort to 
Fort Knox in Kentucky, where they 
remained until late 1944.

I hope this example gives you some 
ideas for including education into 
the Lecturer’s program about our 
nation’s history. I am looking for-
ward to hearing how the various 
Granges throughout Oregon will be 
celebrating this momentous occa-
sion. Send me your Lecturer’s pro-
grams and patriotic Grange events at 
sjones1273@hotmail.com and I will 
share them in an upcoming column. 

And don’t forget to take pictures of 
your patriotic scenes, historic land-
marks, and patriotic meal celebra-
tions to enter in the photo contests 
this year at the State Grange Con-
vention in Baker City as we cele-
brate the 250th birthday of the Unit-
ed States of America. 

The Lecturer’s Column

On Friday March 27th McMinnville 
Grange #31, Yamhill County, will 
be sponsoring an evening of music 
by the BlackSmith Neighbors, an 
Americana band hailing from the 
Willamette Valley. In addition to 
live music and dancing, food and 
drink will be available.

The evening starts at 7:30pm and 
will run for three hours. Cost is $7 
for Grange members and $10 non-
Grange members. 

For more information check out 
the McMinnville Grange Facebook 
page.

McMinnville Grange in March

Multnomah Grange #71, Mult-
nomah County, is providing sweet 
bluegrass music on Valentine’s 
Day evening, Saturday, February 
14 at 7pm with two great region-
al groups: Back Up and Push, and 
Ash Creek. Back Up and Push, 
from Welches, Oregon appears for 

This six person band features man-

and banjo. Ash Creek, based in 
Portland, explores the frontiers be-
tween bluegrass, folk, and tradition-
al country music. The band includes 
Gene Alger on banjo, Larry Ullman 
on bass, Tim Howell on guitar, and 
Clayton Knight playing mandolin 

On March 14th another band new to 
the Multnomah Grange stage, Hood 
Mountain Band, will be teaming up

with the Tuesday String Band for a 
great show.

The Multnomah Grange’s concert 
series also hosts an open bluegrass 
jam in the Grange lobby when the 
doors open at 6pm. Pickers with 
their own acoustic bluegrass instru-
ments are welcome and encouraged 
to come by. A snack bar sells hot 
dogs, delicious home made des-
serts, popcorn and non-alcoholic 
drinks at this family friendly venue. 
Multnomah Grange #71 is located 

Suggested donation is $15 for adults 
and $5 for kids under 12, cash only, 
please. 

For more information, including the 
list of bands performing through 
May, check the the Multnomah 
Grange #71’s Facebook page.

Live Bluegrass at the Multnomah 
on February 14 and March 14

Sunnyside Grange Reaches 90 
Years Come Celebrate With Them

February/March 2026
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In Memoriam

Make Every Second Count: Trans-
form Your Day’s 86,400 Seconds 
into Achievement 

-
onds—a number that sounds enor-
mous yet often slips away unno-
ticed. Time is one of our most 
valuable resources that the Lord 
has given us, and how we choose 
to spend it can shape our lives in 
powerful ways. The key to making 
the most of each day is to use every 
second with intention, rather than 
falling prey to procrastination.

-
cance of a single second, but when 
you add them up, they become the 
building blocks of our day. Whether 
we’re working, studying, spending 
time with loved ones, or relaxing, 
every moment counts. Treating 
each second as an opportunity to 
accomplish something meaningful 
in our time here on earth can help 
us move closer to our goals.

Procrastination is a common habit, 
often fueled by fear of failure, lack 

of motivation, or simply feeling 
overwhelmed. However, postpon-
ing tasks can lead to more stress 
and missed opportunities. Recog-
nizing why we procrastinate is the 

making better use of our time.

Choosing to act instead of putting 
-

plishment and reduces stress. It also 
opens the door to new experiences 
and opportunities that might be lost 
if delayed. By making the most of 
our 86,400 seconds each day, we 
can build the life we want—one 
second at a time.

“Time waits for no one,” and the 
seconds lost to procrastination are 
gone forever. Start today by valuing 
each moment, tackling tasks head-
on, living with intention, and giving 
the Lord all the Glory for every sec-
ond we have. 

Remember, every second is a 

let it slip away.

The Chaplain’s Corner
The “What We’re Made Of” essay 
contest, sponsored by Oregon Ag 
Fest, is designed to get students 
talking about the products that are 
grown and raised locally, and learn 

in grades 3, 4 and 5 are invited to 
submit essays of no more than 250 
words to this contest. All applica-
tions must be postmarked no later 
than Friday, March 7, 2025.

Check to see if your school is par-
ticipating or ask your teacher if they 
will.

Contest Guidelines/Details: 
1) Essays not to exceed 250 words 

in length and must contain in-
formation about the food and/

-
ly that will help educate oth-
ers about agriculture in your 
area 

2) Hand-drawn pictures that re-

with a one-sentence caption 
are required. An illustration 
form should accompany each 
essay. There is space at the 
bottom of the form to include 
the one-sentence summa-
ry (i.e., cool fact, something 
unique, or key learning about 
the part of Oregon agriculture 
that is featured in the essay) 

essays from his/her classroom 

4) Essays must include student’s 
name, school, teacher’s name, 
and grade level (3rd, 4th and 
5th grade entries are accepted 
to accommodate split class-
rooms) 

5) This contest is open to schools 
located in Oregon 

6) All essays must be postmarked 
or emailed no later than Fri-
day, March 7, 2025 

Mail essays, along with teacher 
contact info (including email & 
phone number) to:   

Oregon Ag Fest
P.O. Box 9141

 Salem, OR  97305 
or Email teacher contact and sub-
missions to: info@oragfest.com 

Winners will be announced by 
March 19, and teachers of winning 

-
tion of bus transportation costs* to 
the special Ag Fest event on Thurs-
day, April 24, 2025, materials for 
the day, and snacks at the event. 
Activities for the day will include 
creating living necklaces, learning 
about locally grown food and nutri-
tion, milling wheat, mini pedal trac-
tor relays, petting farm animals, and 

For more information: Oregon 
Classroom Ag Resources https://or-
egonaitc.org/events/oregonagfest/

AG Fest Essay Contest For 
Grades Three, Four and Five

are required

February/March 2026
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The Agricultural Report

It’s January the 5th, 2026, and here 
in Lostine I can still dig a hole in the 
unfrozen garden. That is spooky. 
Never, in the 53 years of my moun-
tain valley living has the ground 
been free of snow, and completely 
diggable on this date.

In my unheated greenhouse, the 
kale plants have continued to put on 
new, tender leaves. The stock tanks 
in my paddocks haven’t required a 
tank heater to keep the thickening 
ice from forming 

As our planet heats, the glaciers 
melt, the snowstorms turn into del-
uges of rain, and invasive insects 
that would die in frozen soils, now 
just wait till spring to plague our 
farms and orchards. Local farmers 
lean on trucks and share concerns 
over a low snowpack and a dry 

Agriculture is based upon the cer-
tainty of climate. Planting and har-
vesting dates have held for years, 
creating a rhythm of work. Planting 
and harvesting, rainy and dry sea-

sons, snow up to your knees in the 
paddocks.

In a weird way, I am loving spring 
in January. The piles of wood usu-
ally covered by a foot of snow, are 
reachable for my wood stove which 
I damp down low on these warm 
winter days.

But my long-term happiness relies 
on a federal government who will 
prioritize renewable energy over 
fossil fuels. A government which 
understands that commodity sup-
port payments are not enough to 
stabilize our farmers. We need real 
climate change policies that reduce 
carbon emissions. Our Represen-
tatives in congress need to think 
beyond the fossil fuel lobbyist and 
give our grandchildren a chance to 
farm without big climate related 
challenges. 

Contact your congressmen, and 
your Senators and tell them to sup-
port Renewable Energy projects. 

Join Us at Ag Fest In April
Plan now to participate in the 39th 
annual Oregon Ag Fest  which 
will be held at the Oregon State 
Fairgrounds in Salem, April 25-
26. The Oregon State Grange is 
excited to again be a part of it and 
this is a great opportunity for you 
to share in. Hours are Saturday, 
April 25, from 8:30am – 5pm and 
Sunday, April 26, from 10am – 
5pm. Admission is $15 for those 
16 and over; children 15 and under 
are admitted free; parking is also 
free. 

But Grangers can get in free by 
volunteering to help in the Oregon 
State Grange Activity center in AG 

information on how you can help, 
including shift information. Watch 
for an event post on Facebook and 
schedule in the April Bulletin. And 
remember volunteers to wear your 
Grange attire.

Ag Country is the heart and soul of 
Oregon Ag Fest where the Oregon 
State Grange’s activity center 
and display is located. Within 
Ag Country are over 25 hands-
on activities and an agricultural 
scavenger hunt that will have 
attendees looking for clues in all 
the exhibits. Watch chicks hatch, 
shuck corn, dig for potatoes and 

will have the opportunity to plant 

seedlings, sample Oregon-made 
products, make a dirty baby or 
choose from an array of other 
activities that make learning about 
life on the farm fun. All activities 
are free of charge. 

The two-day event is aimed to 
help families better understand 

come from and is a unique 
learning experience, where hands-
on exhibits make learning about 
Oregon’s vast agricultural industry 
educational and entertaining. The 
event strives to bridge the gap 
between urban and rural life, and 
to share the wonder and abundance 
of Oregon’s bountiful and diverse 
harvest. 

The Oregon State Grange is an 

Fest.

Whether you are an educator, Ag 
advisor, OWA or FFA member, or 
just someone who is passionate 
about agricultural literacy, the Or-
egon Agriculture in the Classroom 
Foundation invites you to the 2026 

February 28th. Learn all about the 
berry industry of Oregon, as well as 
this year’s book, 

by Shannon Anderson.

Guests will hear from researchers 

enjoy a presentation and reading 
from the author, Shannon Anderson. 
Attendees of the event will also be 

The event will conclude with a pie 

WHEN:  February 28th from 
1:00-4:00 p.m. PST

WHERE: North Willamette 
Research and Extension 
Center 15210 NE Miley 
Rd, Aurora, OR 97002

COST:  Tickets are $10.00 per 
person

HOW:  Purchase tickets at 
h t t p s : / / o r e g o n a i t c .
org/product/2026-lit-
e r a c y - p r o j -

ticket admits one guest 
and also enters you into 

special, Oregon-themed 

Celebrate Agricultural Literacy

February/March 2026
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Community Service/
Involvement

They are in the Order of Patrons 
of Husbandry and are legally 
recognized by the IRS as a 501c8 

an annual community service report 
is completed. 

This Annual Report is not a legally 
binding report. Neither the IRS nor 
National/State Grange will audit 
your report. However, please furnish 
accurate (even if estimated) and 
factual information. Documentation 
of community service work supports 

tax-exempt status of your Grange. 

at orgrange.org - select “Oregon 
State Grange” drop-down; select 
Committees drop-down; select 
Community Service: Scroll down; 
select the form. This report is due 
to the Community Service Director 
postmarked no later than March 31st. 
Keep a copy for including in your 
yearbook (entered at State Grange 
Convention by noon on Sunday 
of Convention.) Please note: the 
yearbook is not a requirement. 

The information collected is 
community service projects 
performed from January 1st through 
December 31st.  At this point, you 
may be asking “What is Community 

Community service is work done 
by a person or group of people that 

the area where you live. You do 
not get paid to perform community 
service but volunteer your time. The 
Annual Report will ask you to enter 
a brief description of the project; the 
number of members participating 

and how many hours was spent of 
the project; and the number of non-
members participating and how 
many hours spent of the project by 
the non-members. 

This is a lot of information that 
must be collected. Oregon State 
Grange has created a tracking form 
and it is provided on the orgrange.
org website. Information can be 
collected individually or as a group; 
and can be collected daily, weekly, 
monthly, or quarterly, etc. Hours 
that count towards a project are: 

others, such as Quilts of Valor 
or Emergency Preparedness

• implementing and keeping 
a community garden and 
providing food

• hours spent on volunteering 
for non-Grange events/
projects

Hours not considered as community 
service include:
• simple maintenance such as 

mowing and cleaning your 
hall

• fundraising for your hall
• representing your Grange at a 

fair or parade

Looking for project ideas? Here are 
some to consider. 
• Meals: supporting food banks, 

senior meals
• Life Skills: teach classes in 

cooking, sewing, carpentry, etc.
• Community service: cleaning 

roads and parks
• Veterans: honor veterans, 

write cards to active-duty 
members

• Schools: donate supplies
• Grangers in need: helping 

after a disaster, driving to 
medical appointments, etc.

I hope this information was 

any questions or concerns, please 
contact your Community Service 
District chairman or Director.

Started in 1913, the Parkdale 
Grange on Clear Creek Road has 
been a beacon of community activ-
ism and service, drawing families 
and volunteers. 

When Judy Zimmerman and Mary 
Pellegrini set out in November 
to launch a neighborhood-based 
food pantry system, they knew just 
where they wanted it. “The Parkdale 
Grange is a community building a 
lot of people know,” Judy says.

mission of the operation at 7375 
Clear Creek Road. For more than 
a century, the Grange has been a 
home to people and projects that 
strengthen the community. Start-
ed in 1913 as the nation’s 500th 
Grange, [ ] 

-
nal organization has been a beacon 
of service and socialization in this 
rural community. Feeding people 
has long been part of its objectives 
with the organization’s famous pie 
sales, monthly Sunday breakfasts, 
beloved cookbook, and more.

Judy and Mary set out this fall to 
create a pantry system on the front 
porch of the Grange building, along 
with a second location at Mary’s 
business, Old Parkdale Inn Bed and 
Breakfast. Plastic bins with lids are 

tucked under the wooden bench 
on the front porch, where anyone 
who needs food can access it at any 
time. “You don’t have to knock on 
the door,” says Judy, a retired parish 
minister and Grange member. “Just 
come and help yourself.”

Known as the Upper Valley Com-
munity Food Pantries, the porch 
services were conceptualized amid 

federal Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program, commonly 
known as SNAP. They complement 
a broader mutual aid food insecuri-
ty network anchored locally by the 
FISH Food Bank. Although not di-

-
tries can help those who may not be 
able to access the food bank’s limit-

ed hours in Parkdale or go to Hood 
River.

“Even though there are 15 to 20 
miles from here to Hood River, if 
you’re economically struggling, it’s 

lot of working poor can’t get away 
to get to the food bank between 3 
and 5 o’clock. We have folks who 
live outside and walk to the food 
bank. What are they going to do 
between the limited service times 
if they need something? They’re 
stuck.”

A Picture of Perseverance
If there’s an organization that em-
bodies tenacity and ingenuity, it’s 
Parkdale Grange. Founded on No-

met in what was McIsaac’s Hall, 
above McIsaac’s Store on Baseline 
Road.

It followed the national model as 
an advocate for rural America and 
its agricultural base, providing a 
space for activism and social gath-
erings. Just more than 16 years after 
it started, the building burned to the 
ground. Everything in it was lost.

While meetings continued tempo-
rarily at what eventually became 
Mt. Hood Town Hall, plans to re-
build at the original site were quick-

ly put together. Within 
six months, the new 
structure was hosting 
meetings. But it came 
with a separate chal-
lenge—whopping debt. 

Porch Pantry Is the Latest Project 

By Vicki Hillhouse
Photos by Sandra Virgen

On Saturday, December 20, Morn-
ing Star Grange #311, Linn Coun-
ty, welcomed children twelve and 
under to meet Santa Claus, 

Mrs. Claus 
and a number of elves.

The children took part in some fun 
activities including coloring, en-
joyed a selection of cookies served 
with hot cocoa in the basement of 

the Grange and then selected a toy 
to take home. 

A special guest this year was The 
Grinch  
at the event. A total of sixty-seven 
children participated in the event.

Morning Star Welcomes Children 
for the Holidays With Toys and Fun
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Welcome back to part two in our 
discussion about cancer. Last time 

-
cer and where they form in the body. 
We also discussed how cancer risk 
and rates of cancer mortality are 
higher for rural populations due to 
a number of factors, including, lack 
of adequate medical insurance, lack 
of facilities and practicing medical 
professionals in rural areas.

-
ment and prognosis. Staging tells 
providers how advanced the cancer 
is and what types and schedule of 

Typically, early-stage cancers in-
volve less intrusive treatments and 
are more likely to be curable, while 
late-stage cancer treatments may 
focus on slowing the cancer spread 
and relieving symptoms.1 

The TNM cancer staging sys-
tem uses numbers between 0 and 
4. Higher numbers are used with 
more advanced cancer stages. Low-
er number stages usually mean the 
cancer is localized, like a tumor 
that can be removed, and surgery 
is the most common treatment for

this stage.1 Sometimes, providers 
recommend ablation (removal by 
using extreme heat or cold), and 
the addition of radiation which di-
rects focused beams of energy to 
the tumor area and can help kill any 
isolated cancer cells that weren’t re-
moved. 

Cancer in Stages II or III, has grown 
directly into surrounding tissue or 
has spread to nearby lymph nodes.1 
In Stage IV or metastatic cancer, 
cancer cells have spread to distant 
parts of the body.1 These more ad-
vanced stages of cancer require sys-
temic treatments that involve taking 
pills or getting shots or infusions of 
chemo drugs on a planned sched-
ule. Systemic treatments travel 
throughout the bloodstream and de-
stroy cancer cells that have spread 
too far for the surgeon to manually 
remove.

Many cancer treatments are 
available, and the exact treatment 
or combination of treatments de-

-
mary treatments are aimed at com-
pletely removing the cancer, and 
adjuvant treatments are aimed at

killing cancer cells that remain to 
reduce the risk of cancer returning. 
Common adjuvant treatments in-
clude: chemotherapy which uses 
drugs that kill fast replicating cells, 
including cancer cells; radiation 
therapy which uses high-powered 
energy beams such as X rays and 
protons to kill cancer cells and can 
be administered from a machine 
outside the body or can be placed 
inside the body (brachytherapy); 
immunotherapy which uses the 
patient’s immune system to recog-

bone 
marrow transplants or stem cell 
treatment which can sometimes be 
used to allow the oncologist to ad-
minister higher doses of chemother-
apy and to replace diseased bone 
marrow.2 

Finally, palliative treatments are 
available to relieve potentially de-

the cancer and chemotherapy, most 
notably pain, shortness of breath, 
and nausea. Alternative medicines 
or treatments have not been prov-
en to cure cancer, but many may 

as fatigue, nausea, and pain.2 The 
doctor will discuss which alterna-
tive medicines may be safely used 
in each circumstance. For example, 
while we all relate antioxidants as 

be used while patients are in chemo-
therapy, as they could actually feed 
and nurture the cancer cells chemo-
therapy is trying to kill. Alternative 
treatments that have proven to be 
helpful with managing and allevi-
ating cancer and cancer treatment 

hypnosis, massage, meditation, re-
laxation breathing and yoga. 

Cancer signs and symptoms vary 
from person to person and depend 
on the type of cancer and how ad-
vanced it is. General symptoms 
may include: fatigue, fevers (most-
ly at night), loss of appetite, night 
sweats, persistent pain, skin chang-
es (particularly moles that change 
shape or size, or new moles), unex-
plained weight loss, blood in urine 
or stool, persistent coughing or 
gagging, coughing up blood, new 
lumps or bumps.2 This list is not 
complete, and it’s possible to have 
cancer for years without symptoms. 

A cancer diagnosis can change your 
life forever, and each person needs 

the emotional and physical changes 
this news brings. Learning more 
information now, rather than right 
after you have been diagnosed, can 
be much less stressful . In our next 
issue, we’ll discuss what we can do 
to reduce our cancer risk and what 
types of screening can be the most 
helpful. 

References
1Cleveland Clinic
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/
health/diseases/12194-cancer

2Mayo Clinic, Cancer Diagnosis
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseas-
es-conditions/cancer/diagnosis-treat-
ment/drc-20370594#:~:text=Can-
cer%20stages%0A%0AOnce%20
cancer%20is%20diagnosed%2C%20
your%20doctor,options%20and%20
your%20chances%20for%20a%20cure.
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Deaf Awareness and 
Family Health

Cancer Continued:

Part Two: Stages, types of treatment, signs and symptoms

Willing members worked doggedly 
to pay down debt. But as the Great 
Depression took hold, many could 

In July 1939, members had to re-
linquish claims on the building and 
property to the mortgage company.

Members Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ren-
fro provided a ray of hope. They 
allowed meetings in a building on 
their land in exchange for repairs, 
including window replacement, 
roof repairs, and electrical wiring. 
Members got to work. With re-
newed energy, the Grange grew to 
46 members, and the good times be-
gan to return over several suppers.

In 1942, Grangers got an opportuni-
ty to buy the current building, which 
was once a packing/storage house 
for fruit and later a Japanese Ameri-
can school. The white building with 
green trim stands today with a view 
of Mount Hood as a scrappy survi-
vor of hard times that continues to 
unite the community.

Past President Jean Hardman re-
members stories from the late Ethel 
“Tommy” Elliott about her child-
hood there. “When she was little, 
her folks took her to the Grange,” 

Jean says. “They had mattresses on 

sleep while the parents would play 
cards. They’d have potlucks and 
things like that. It was somewhere 
everyone could go.” 

In 2008, Tommy recruited Jean, 
who became treasurer of the orga-
nization when it was down to its 
last $10. “They found out my back-
ground,” Jean says. “They found 
out I was a cook and had owned a 
restaurant.”

As always, members came together 
with plans for recovery. Grangers 
got to work. They hosted weekly 
turkey dinners for tourists coming 
by [train from the] paddlewheelers 
[on the Columbia] between Astoria 
and Lewiston. They hosted month-
ly Sunday breakfasts that drew 
community residents. They began 
baking sessions to stock a supply of 
pies for sale and in-home baking.

Building rentals also help support 
the activities and activism there. At 
$150 for a day’s rental for nonmem-
bers—$35 for members—the space 
is used for weddings, reunions, 
meetings, baby and bridal show-
ers, birthday parties, and more. In 

November, two baby showers and 
two memorial services were held 
there. One family rented it for their 
Thanksgiving celebration.

Now, it’s a place of support for the 
hungry, too. “Granges keep commu-
nities vital and healthy and strong,” 
Judy says. “There’s this longstand-
ing commitment with the organi-
zation in helping folks around ag-
riculture and food.” Even if SNAP 

need for food pantries, she says. 
“Parkdale is a small community,” 
Judy says. “We’re all one step away 
from having someone in common 
who is struggling.”

Porch Pantry Project 

February/March 2026
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The Education Committee

After a conversation at the recent 
directors retreat about Khan Acad-
emy, (https://www.khanacademy.
org/), I realized that many people 
don’t know about the site and what 
it allows a person to do. 

-
cational organization that provides 
free online learning resources to 
students, teachers, and lifelong 
learners around the world. Its plat-

-
tional videos, interactive exercises, 
and articles covering subjects such 
as mathematics, science, computer 
programming, economics, history, 
and test preparation. The content is 
designed to be self-paced, allowing 

learners to study at their own speed 
and revisit topics as needed, making 
education more accessible regard-
less of location or background.

In addition to supporting individu-

tools for teachers and schools to 
track student progress and person-
alize instruction. Educators can as-
sign lessons, monitor performance 
through dashboards, and identify 
areas where students need extra 
help. The organization’s mission is 
to provide a free, world-class edu-
cation for anyone, anywhere, and 
it continually partners with schools 
and institutions to improve educa-
tional outcomes globally.

OSG Foundation Scholarships
Louise Angela Holst Memorial Scholarship 

Community/Junior Grange membership who is between 16-40 years of 
age and can be used for any advanced education including 2-year pro-
grams, 4-year college or a vocational school. The scholarship amount will 
be $500 and will be paid directly to the winner upon proof of enrollment 
and payment of tuition.

Marcel “Muzzy” Mandel Memorial Scholarship
For an Oregon Grange member or the child or grandchild of an Oregon 
Grange member who has graduated from high school or completed a GED. 
For undergraduate work while attending any institute for post-high school 
education. Amount is variable. Paid to the recipient with proof of enroll-
ment.

Mary Helen Sauter Ramm Memorial 
For a female Oregon Grange member undergraduate or graduate student 
who is returning or has returned to college after a break. Use at the school 
of your choice; priority will be given to students majoring in Education, 
History or Family History/Genealogy. A minimum of $250 will be paid 
directly to the winner upon proof of enrollment.

Malcolm Trupp Vocational Memorial
For an Oregon Grange member or the child or grandchild of an Oregon 
Grange member who is or will be enrolled at a community college or a 
vocational school only. A minimum of $500 will be paid directly to the 
winner upon proof of enrollment and payment of tuition and fees.

Oregon State Grange Scholarships
Charles E. Spence Memorial
An applicant must have been a Grange member in Oregon for at least two 
years. Scholarship can be used at applicant’s choice of school. Value $1000.

Goes to Oregon Grange members, who are or will be enrolled in a two- or 
four-year college or university or trade school. Checks will be made out to 
recipient upon proof of full-time enrollment. (at least 12 hours at a college 
or university) Up to two $750 scholarships will be awarded.

For all of the above scholarships: The application forms will be mailed 
to your Subordinate/Community Grange Secretary or can be downloaded 
from www.orgrange.org/scholarships/. The completed application must 

97301 -
th.

2026 Grange Educationl 
Scholarships

The National Grange Foundation 
is accepting applications for 
Ernestine “Ernie” Keiser 
Memorial Scholarship.

The Foundation will present an 
annual $1,000 scholarship to Grange 
members who are graduating high 
school seniors or continuing two-
year community college, four-year 
college/university, or postsecondary 
vocational school students attending 
an accredited school. Students 
pursuing graduate degrees or higher 

eligible to apply.

The scholarship is available to 
full-time or part-time students. 
Students are eligible to apply for the 
scholarship every year, however, if 
selected they will only be eligible to 
receive the scholarship a maximum 
of two times. Along with an 

application, the applicant will be 
asked to submit two (2) letters of 
recommendation, a maximum 500-
word essay written on the applicant’s 
choice from provided prompts and 
the Completed Grange Foundation 
Media Release. Applications are 
due March 1, 2026. 

The application is available by 
visiting grangefoundation.org/
ernestine-memorial-scholarship/. 
Granges are strongly encouraged to 
share this scholarship information 
with eligible members.

National Grange Foundation 
Educational Scholarship

The Deer Island Grange #947, Co-
lumbia County, is now accepting 
applications for the Don Coin Wal-
rod Scholarship. This is a scholar-
ship created for a Columbia Coun-
ty High School senior. Applicants 
may attend a trade school, commu-
nity college, or university of their 
choice, but must major in agricul-
ture, education, forestry, or animal 
science.

Applications are available from 

each of the Columbia County High 

be post marked by April 1st, 2026. 
They should be mailed to: Don 
Coin Walrod Scholarship, 3600 5th 
Street, Columbia City, OR 97018.

Deer Island Grange’s 
Don Coin Walrod Scholarship

Several Oregon Granges and 
Grangers were recognized during 
the National Grange Honors Night 
broadcast on November 21st. 

Recognized as Distinguished 
Granges were Redland #796 for the 

the tenth year, Marys River #685 
for the eighth year, Creswell #496 
for the seventh year along with 
Clackamas County Pomona Grange 
#1 for the second year. 

In the Lecturer’s contests three Or-
egon Grangers received awards. In 
the Garden Design contest Joyce 
Parker of Springwater Grange #263, 

adult division of the container gar-
dening category. Suzy Ramm, also 
of Springwater Grange, received 

-
vision of the raised bed gardening.

Oregon also had two award recipi-
ents in the Design-a-Program con-

test. Placing second in the Internal 
Adult Lecturer’s Program category 
was Carolin Pettit, Lecturer at Cre-
swell Grange. Her program was one 
she did last summer. She knew it 
was going to be the hottest day of 
the season, so far, and almost 100 
degrees, so she built a program 
around popsicles, including their 
history and a popsicle for everyone 
to help them all cool down.

Springwater Grange Lecturer Suzy 
Ramm with her April program using 
the theme: America’s 250 Birthday 
– The Beginning, titled “April 18/19 
- 24 Hours Make History” which 
covered Paul Revere’s ride and the 
battles at Lexington and Concord 
which historians concur as the begin-
ning of the revolutionary war.

In the Creative Writing Contest 
Mike Terry of Marys River Grange 
received an honorable mention with 
his poetry.

Oregon Granges Honored by National Grange
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The Board of Trustees of the Or-
egon State Grange Foundation 
is happy to announce that we are 
ready to start collaborating with in-
dividual Subordinate/ Community 
Granges and Pomona Granges to 
help them secure funding for pro-
grams and needed building repairs. 
The new program requires a Fiscal 
Sponsorship Agreement signed by 
both the Grange and the foundation. 
It will require a complete descrip-
tion of the program or planned ren-
ovation/remodel including plans, 
budget and timelines that will need 
to be submitted to the Oregon State 
Grange Foundation for approval be-
fore grants using the Oregon State 

-
tion and 501c3 status can be used.

The process starts with a Grange 
contacting any of the members 
of the Board of Trustees either by 
telephone or email. The trustees 
will arrange to have a Fiscal Spon-
sorship packet sent to the Grange. 
We prefer to send this information 
via email so be ready to give the 
trustees a current email address. 
The packet will include a letter, 
application form, and information 
about how to put the plan together 
to submit back to the Foundation. 
Once a completed application is 
submitted to the Foundation it will 
be reviewed and either approved or 
rejected by the Board of Trustees of 
the OSG Foundation. 

Granges with approved applications 
are then allowed to raise money by 

donations, grants, and other means 
for the approved project. All money 
is sent to the Oregon State Grange 
Foundation and held until the 
Grange is ready to do the project. 
The Oregon State Grange Founda-

administration fee for overseeing 
the funding of the project. The Or-
egon State Grange Foundation will 
track all money received and issue 
the appropriate donation letter to all 
donors.

If your Grange is interested in more 
information or to request a Fiscal 
Sponsorship Agreement packet 
contact any of the nine trustees or 
send an email to foundation@or-
grange.org
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w w w. f re d m e y e r. c om /
account/communityre-

wards/
Add/update the Community 
Organization on your account 
information page to Oregon 
State Grange Foundation - 
FM650

Oregon State Grange 
Foundation

It is time to think about where you might stay while attending this year’s 
153rd Oregon State Convention. This year it will be at the Baker City High 
School.  There are several options for those wishing to stay in motels.  

-
cally stated you should book your dates as early as possible. Three months 
was the suggestion.

 880 Elm Street  541-523-6381 
 Https://bakercitymotelandrv.com
Best Western Sunridge Inn
 1 Sunridge Lane  541-523-6444
 https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.38183.html
Bridge Street Inn
 134 Bridge Street  541-523-6571
 https://www.bridgestreetinnmotel.com
Geiser Grand Hotel
 1996 Main Street  888-434-7374
 https://www.geisergrand.com
Knights Inn
 2205 Broadway  541-523-6324
 https://www.knightsinn.com/us/or/baker-city/knights-inn-baker-city
Motel 6
 175 Campbell Street  800-307-5206
 https://www.motel6.com/en/home/motels.or.baker-city.8785.html
Oregon Trail Motel
 211 Bridge Street  888-523-5882
 https://www.facebook.com/oregontrailmotelandrestaurant/?fref=ts
Quality Inn
 695 Campbell Street  541-239-3409

https://www.choicehotels.com/oregon/baker-city/quality-inn-ho-
tels/or151?mc=llgoxxpx

Rodeway Inn
 810 Campbell Street  541-523-2242

https://www.choicehotels.com/oregon/baker-city/rodeway-inn-ho-
tels/or047

Super 8 Motel
 250 Campbell Street  541-523-8282
 https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/super-8/baker-city-oregon/su-

per-8-baker-city/overview?hotel_id=04015

 880 Elm Street   541-523-6381
 https://bakercitymotelandrv.com

 2845 Hughes Ln  541-523-4824 
 http://www.mtviewrv.com

 42534 N Cedar Rd  541-523-3236
 https://www.aframervpark.com

 200 Campbell Street  541-239-6009
https://www.loves.com/locations/or/baker-city/loves-travel-stop-
baker-city-569

There also some short-term vacations rentals available in the area 
through www.vrbo.com, www.airbnb.com or others.

District 5 is Ready to Welcome you 

The Oregon State Grange has set up 
a digitization workspace, through a 
Grant from the State Historic Pres-

-
-

tize the major printed documents of 
the Grange, including the Bulletin, 
the annual Convention Proceedings, 
and the Roster of Oregon Granges.

Volunteers will be needed at the 
-

itization equipment to create digi-
tal versions of these documents to 
preserve the history of the Oregon 
State Grange. 

These digital copies will outlast the 
fragile paper originals, and be eas-
ier to access, not requiring a trip 

open hours.

The work is interesting, a few hours 
on a day can help a lot, and the sys-
tem is easy with training.  

If you are interested in helping out 
or have question, please contact: 

Jay Sexton at:
541-250-6662

email: pawpawsexton@gmail.com

Volunteers Needed for Digital 
Archiving of Oregon State Grange 
Documents

February/March 2026

foundation@orgrange.org
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Granges Celebrate the Holidays

Pleasant Grove Grange #475 in 
Summerville in Union County, 
held their annual New Years Day 
Brunch with a full menu of scram-
bled eggs, roasted potato hash, 
sausage, ham, fruit, bread and 
cinnamon rolls. Grange members 
brought homemade breads and 
salads. Other members arrived 
early to help cook, greet and serve. 

It was a full house with many re-
peat attendees as well as some new 
ones and many out of town visi-
tors. Grange members were still 
fresh from their member Christ-

mas Eve potluck/white elephant 
exchange the week prior.

Humorous stories were still circu-
lating at the New Years Day event. 
The members were so grateful for 
the many people who ventured 
out on that very cold day to share 
some neighborly chat and meet 
new friends and neighbors. Foster-
ing a growing sense of communi-
ty in this rural NE Oregon area is 
a priority goal for Pleasant Grove 
Grange and this event has 2026 
looking very promising. Happy 

Pleasant Grove Grange Rings in 2026

Hurricane Creek Grange #608, 
Wallowa County, participated in 
Fair Lights at the fairgrounds in 
Enterprise. Fair Lights began on 

Friday, December 19, and continued 
every night through Sunday, 
December 28.

Grange at Fair Lights

Columbia Grange #267, Multnomah 
County, hosted its annual Holiday 
Craft Fair on December 6–7, wel-
coming community members to 
two days of handmade goods, live 
music, and local connection. Fea-
turing more than 30 local artisans 
across the weekend, the fair high-
lighted the creativity and self-reli-
ance at the heart of Grange values. 

of goods, all handmade by the in-
dividual artisans themselves, in-

woodworking, jewelry, herbal rem-
edies, honey and preserves, candles, 
artwork, sewn and knitted gifts, 
wooden toys, and other locally 
made farm and personal care prod-
ucts. For many craftspeople, the fair 

has become an important opportu-
-

dence—over the past eight years, it 
has helped nurture and “level up” a 
strong community of makers. 

The event emphasized community 
over commerce, with many artisans 
sharing stories behind their work 
and building new local connections. 
Live music, refreshments, and a 
welcoming atmosphere make the 
fair a seasonal gathering place as 
well as a marketplace. The Corbett 
Holiday Craft Fair started in 2017 
and continues to be a celebration 
of local talent, collaboration, and 
the enduring role Granges play in 
strengthening rural and small-town 
communities. 

Corbett Holiday Craft Fair Brings 
Community, Creativity, and Local 

Craftsmanship Together

Bellview Grange #759, Jackson 
County, members brought all kinds 
of new and used goods to share with 
the community at their holiday sale. 
From Catie Faryl’s homemade pot-
holders and quilts, to Botanicals by 
Maha Mushrooms. There was a lot 
of competition from all the other 
Christmas events, but the Grangers 
still had a good time and each cus-

tomer enjoyed optimal attention. 

together including the deep pre-sale 
clean-up of the Grange hall and 
cleaning out the basement. Starting 
the new year fresh in more ways 
than one, as they have just elected 
a new President, Flavia Franco as 
their inspiring leader.

Bellview Grange Holiday Sale

Goshen Grange # 561, Lane Coun-
ty, held a Holiday Christmas Bazaar 
on November 28, 29, and 30. They 
received a donation from Emma 
Rantf from Idaho, who stopped in 
on her way home. 

She also set up a GoFundMe page 
for Goshen Grange and put the 
Grange in touch with an on-line 
news web site “Right Now Oregon” 
who did an article on the Grange,.

Goshen Holiday Christmas Bazaar

February/March 2026



Springwater Grange, #263, Clacka-
mas County, always makes a special 

-
fast in December.  Tables were set 

up in the main hall and the din-
ing room and were decorated with 

of the season.  Santa 
 greeted the 

children with the help of Mrs. Claus 
(Peggy Hartwig) and families were 
encouraged to take holiday photos 
with them.  Grange Musician Kath-
leen Souder played several hours of 
seasonal music.

On the stage under the tree were all 
the gifts purchased for the two local 
families that the Grange had adopt-
ed to provide gifts for the holidays  
There were a total of nine children 
from age 10 months to seventeen in 
the two families.
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Granges Celebrate the Holidays

Walterville Grange #416, Lane 
County, held their holiday open 
house on December 9th.  All attend-
ing were asked to bring a dessert 

and themselves.  Everything else 
for the dinner was provided by the 
Grange.

Walterville Holiday Open House

Ada Christmas Party With Santa

Santa made a visit to Ada Grange 
#570, Lane County, Annual Com-
munity Christmas Party on Decem-
ber 7th. All enjoyed hayrides and 
crafts and there were Christmas or-
naments for all the children.

Illinois Valley Grange #370, Jose-
phine County, had their annual bake 
and canned goods sale on December 
20th to help raise funds to replace 
the metal roof on their hall. The re-
sults were up from last year when 
they sold over $300. This year sales 
were over $500.

The Oregon State Grange held their 
annual holiday open house at the 
state Grange headquarters in Salem 
on Sunday December 14th.  Many 

Grangers stopped by to say hi, see 
the headquarters building and enjoy 
some good food and fellowship.

Oregon State Grange Open House

H u r r i c a n e  Creek Grange 
#608, Wallowa County, held a fun 
evening of Christmas music with an 

-
day, December 14th. Special Christ-
mas Music was provided by local 
musicians; the Caine Family and 
Heidi Muller led the Sing-along of 
favorite Carols.

Family fun was making home-made 
Hot Chocolate, 

to all.

February/March 2026



Grange #570, Lane County, since 
-

athon after running the Light at the 
End of the Tunnel at North Bend, 
Washington in June of 2025 and 
was accepted to run the marathon in 

2023 but wasn’t chosen to partici-
pate in the marathon that year.

Brian participated in track and 
cross-country for four years at Siu-
slaw High School and two years at 
Lane Community College. He is 
now one of the assistant coaches for 
the cross-country teams at Siuslaw.

At the Rhododendron Festival 
Rhody Runs in Florence, Oregon in 

in 2025 he got 1st place in the 10K. 
In 2024 he got 1st in the Death by 
5K where the competitors must run 
ten 5K’s in 24 hours. Already this 
year he has run the Newport Res-

olution 10K getting 1st place. Ada 
Grange plans to donate some of its 

wife Katie with expenses for their 
trip to Boston for the marathon.
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time to make a fresh start.  For the 
State GWA committee that means 
assessing the programs we present 
and working to bring more to our 
membership.  We have made a few 

have discussed some new ideas for 
presentations at the State conven-
tion in Baker City.  

One of the new ideas this year came 
from the California State Grange 
convention in October.  We are 
holding an apron auction (including 

the money going to The Baker Relief 
Nursery.  The Baker Relief Nursery 
works to prevent child abuse and 
neglect by assisting vulnerable fam-
ilies and promoting the health and 
safety of children in Baker County 
and the community of North Pow-
der in Union County. We will be 
looking for apron donations for the 
auction.  Handmade or purchased 

aprons will all be accepted and auc-
tioned.  Got an extra Grange apron?  
Maybe a grilling apron?  A frilly 
dainty one?  The more the merrier 
and the more money we can raise 
for families and children in Baker 
County.  Don’t forget the GWA has 
an Apron contest, so make one to be 

On a community level have you 
worked with your Grange to bring 
in and implement new ideas?  This 
is the time of year for Granges to 
hold planning meetings that will 
guide members throughout the 
coming year.  Work to make sure 
that your Grange is a vital part of 
your community.  Our Granges that 
show consistent growth are the ones 
who are active in their communi-
ty, the ones who invite friends and 
neighbors to events.  And remem-
ber non-members can take part in 

GWA GROW Club

GROW Club? What’s That? I’ve 
heard of it, but sure don’t know 
what it’s all about. 

Those of you who are curious, 
please check out past articles in this 

the only one getting the above com-
ments, or something like it. NOTE: 
past issues of the bulletins are avail-
able on the Oregon State Grange 
website orgrange.org.

A couple of years ago we published 
the National Grange and the Ore-

G.R.O.W. Club and their functions. 
Over the last couple of years various 
members of the GROW club have 
submitted their written accounts of 
their journey to membership in this 
club which is set once they repre-
sent Oregon through participation 
in a program in the Youth Depart-
ment at the National Grange. 

Over the years since the late 1940’s, 
we have had many incredible 
Grangers represent Oregon, some 
still active at the highest levels. It 
is quite an honor to be a member 
of this ‘club,’ and the great thing 
about these members, we love some 
Friends of Grange Youth aka FOGY 
folks as well. Many of our events or 
ritual support teams include GROW 

Club members AND friends.

Besides the now famous ice cream 

at the annual State Grange conven-
tion, the GROW club has also made 
themselves available to Subordi-
nate/Community Granges across 
the state for events and rituals such 

-

Welcoming ceremonies, etc. 

Recognizing that we have the seri-

and ice cream, we are looking to ex-
pand our horizon to include social 
events or outings. Yeah. Fun. Re-
member Fun? Some ideas that have 
been suggested are a Day at the Or-
egon Zoo, attending a ‘local’ base-
ball game (think Hillsboro Hops, 
The Pickles, or Keizer Volcanos). 
We, being the board of directors 
for the GROW club would LOVE 
to hear from you to gather ideas of 
FUN things that we can do together. 

gathering at a park to play frisbee, 
eat BBQ picnic foods and visit… 
and plan the next FUN thing to do.

Just remember that we are all just 
trying to Go Right On Working… 
GROW. Let’s do it together and 
have fun at the same time.

Ada Grange #570 Member to Run 
Boston Marathon

Requests for copies of the paper are continuing.  We have come up with 
a couple options for Granges to get copies of the papers.

• Option one is 5-10 copies of every issue which will be mailed 
in the name of the Grange for the Grange to use at their monthly 
events, i.e., breakfasts, dinners, Bingo or the like.  The Grange 
name will be added to the mailing list and the Bulletin will arrive 
like clockwork every two months.  So far Buell, Goshen, Hur-
ricane Creek, Illinois Valley, Irving, Marys River, Morning Star, 
Redland, Siletz Valley, Spencer Creek, Springwater, Warren, and 

expensive to have them mailed from the printer than from the of-

• Option two is copies for individual events like an open house or 

you want and numbers needed and they will be added to the count 
being printed.  Once they arrive back from the printer they can be 
picked up or shipped to you.

Please let the Bulletin Editor know if you want to take advantage of 
either of these options.

Does Your Grange Want Copies of the Bulletin?

Granges Hold Pie Auctions
Goshen Grange

Goshen Grange #561, Lane County,
will hold its 10th annual pie auction, 
social and open house on March 14, 
from 2-4 pm at their hall at 85628 
Dillard Rd., Eugene.. Pie eating so-
cial, which is free, will start after 
the auction at 3pm. 

All proceeds support the Goshen 

a pie, eat pie, and have fun and visit.

Springwater Grange 
Springwater Grange #263, Clack-
amas County, invites you to a fun 

The evening starts with a potluck 
dinner at 6 pm followed by auction 
at about 7 pm on Friday, February 
27th.

All proceeds go to the Grange's 
scholarship fund which annual-
ly awards the Joseph Z Guttridge 
scholarships for college students 
and the Donald and Barbara MacK-
innon Elementary Education Im-
pact Grants which are awarded to 
elementary educators working in 
the Estacada and Colton School 
Districts.

February/March 2026
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Membership Matters

Many Granges are installing their 

of every Grange depends on sharing 
the needed tasks of the Grange for 
continued success. Members step-

Grange is essential to that success.

New members often have little un-
derstanding of our order, organiza-
tion, and the way things work in 
Grange. The Installation Ceremony 

-
ant teaching moment for members 
of every “vintage,” new and old. 

another Grange come to preside 
over the ceremony adds a note of 
solemnity to the event, emphasiz-
ing the importance of the charges 

-
ing the duties and symbolism of the 
Grange.

My Granges display the sashes, 

during the ceremony, and we take a 

after the conclusion. Applause from 
the membership shows our appre-
ciation for the willingness of these 
members to take on these responsi-

-
bers and the community. 

The Installation Ceremony takes 20 
– 30 minutes and is one of the few 
ceremonies that are still common 

degrees are infrequently performed. 

degrees have never been experi-
enced by the members who have 
joined in the last 20 years. 

One way for a Grange to experience 
these lessons is for the lecturer to 
have a “table read” of the degrees, 
without the traditional marching 
of a full production. The language 

Manual, available from the Oregon 

the National Grange. During a table 
read each member reads a part of 
one of the characters in the degree, 
allowing the members in atten-
dance to hear the lessons associated 
with the miniature tools within the 
Implement Case, opened at every 

four degrees can be table read in 
less than 20 minutes.

Grange has survived these 150 plus 
years by serving their community, 
not aligning itself with any reli-
gion or political party, and helping 
members achieve their highest po-
tential through cooperative action. 
Each Grange membership can con-
nect with the lessons of the Grange 

-
emony, and the other ceremonies of 
the Grange. 

One of the barriers to membership 
in the Grange has been misunder-
standings about our traditions and 
ceremonies, and when we, our-
selves, do not understand them it 
is unlikely that we can explain our 
own organization to curious com-
munity members, who might join 
our fraternity. Each of us should 
attain some familiarity with our 
traditions so that we can clearly en-
courage membership in this organi-
zation which we value.

Clackamas County Pomona Grange 
#1 invites all Grangers to witness 

Degrees of the order on Sunday 
February 22, 2026, at Sunnyside 
Grange, 13130 SE Sunnyside Rd, 
Clackamas, OR 97015. ·

during the break between the second 
and third degrees.  Candidates for 

to arrive between 1:30 - 1:45pm 
with the degree work starting 
promptly at 2pm.

Clackamas Pomona Grange will 
exemplify the Fifth degree in 
September.

Questions?  Contact Degree Team 
Captain Jim A. Dumolt 971-244-
2628 jdumolt@hotmail.com or 
Pomona Master Joyce Parker, 503-
502-6188, jerp0323@gmail.com.

Pomona Plans 
Degree Day In 
February

Upcoming Dates/Deadlines
March 1 Candidate acceptance and statements for Oregon 

 
applications. Must be post marked by March 1 or 
if emailing, completed application must arrive by 

 Deadline for National Grange Foundation 
Scholarship application

March 31 Honor Grange Applications must be postmarked 

 State Community Service Reports due. Send to 

March 26-28  Western Regional Leadership Conference
 Best Western Airport ~  Boise, Idaho
 
April 1-30 Grange Month – theme: Grange Strong

April 22 Resolutions for this year’s state convention from 
Subordinate/Community Granges must arrive in 

April 25-26 Oregon Ag Fest – Oregon State Fairgrounds, 
Salem 

April 30  1st Quarter Reports due to the State Grange 

May 1 OSG Foundation and Spence scholarships 
applications must be postmarked no later than 
May 1

May 5  Community/Subordinate Grange Ballots for 

May 10 GWA scholarship applications must be 
postmarked no later than May 10

June 1  Deadline to order Convention meal tickets

  Deadline for Convention pre-registration

June 20-25 Oregon State Grange Convention 
 District 5 – Baker High School, Baker City

November 10-14 160th National Grange Convention
 Broken Arrow, Oklahoma

November 2027 161st National Grange Convention
 Sparks, Nevada

On Sunday January 4, 2026, Verno-
nia Grange #305, Columbia Coun-
ty, Oregon State Grange Deputy 
Carol Everman, Columbia Coun-
ty Deputy Eva Frost and Teresa 
Cernac of Warren Grange assisted 

Vernonia Grange in conferring the 

members.

Vernonia Grange is so excited to 
have these new members join them.

Vernonia Welcomes New Members
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The Oregon State Grange Legisla-
tive committee is hosting Grange 
Day at the Legislature on Wednes-
day, March 4, starting at 9am at the 

-
lem.

carpool or (weather permitting) 
walk over to the capitol to tour the 
capitol, observe (if they’re in ses-

around 1pm for lunch and conver-
sation. 

Because 2026 is a short session it 
is unlikely that legislators will have 
time to drop by and visit with us 
this year but if a speaker does get 
lined up it will likely be in the af-
ternoon. If Grangers would like to 
meet with their own legislator spe-

appointment. 

Carpooling is encouraged as there 
is limited parking at the OSG of-

on both Church St, NE and Cottage 

St, NE. People can come and go as 

Lunch is included and will be paid 
for by the OSG Legislative commit-
tee. You may order lunch through 
Little Lois catering - https://lit-
tleloiscafe.com/ordering-options/  
Contact Mark via phone or email 
for the order code. Or, if you just 
want a basic sandwich (turkey, ham 
or roast beef on sourdough, wheat, 
or white bread) Mark will put that 
order in for you if you let him know.

Please RSVP by March 2nd to en-
sure you will have a lunch:

Mark Noah
541-953-4155

marknoah00@gmail.com
1407 Modoc St 

Lodging
Those attending from a distance 
must secure their own lodging.  
There are many hotels in the Sa-
lem area and Grange members get 
a discount through the National 
Grange at Choice Hotels.  To take 
advantage of the discount, book 
your room through their website 
at choicehotels.com or by phone 
(800) 288-2847 and use promo 
code #00211660.  This code is good 
anytime you travel including state 
convention.
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Legislative Update
Mark Noah

marknoah00@gmail.com
OSG Legislative Director

All Grangers are invited
OSG Legislative Forum Zoom Meeting
When:   Wednesday March 5 @ 7 pm PST
  Wednesday March 25 @ 7 pm PDT
  Where:  Zoom

The OSG Legislative Committee will lead a discussion on current legisla-
tive issues, ballot measures and Grange resolution developing.  The next 
few months Granges should be busy writing resolutions to be considered 
at state convention.

Contact: Legislative Director Mark Noah 
  login information
  marknoah00@gmail.com

The short session of the Oregon 
Legislature is upon us, and though 
I expect much time will be taken 
up with revisiting long-term ODOT 
funding, the current issue is that the 
Fall quarterly revenue projection 
issued by DAS was down slightly 
from the numbers the legislature 
used for budgeting last June. Rebal-
ancing the budget, the primary rea-
son for interim ‘short sessions’ to 
begin with, will most likely require 
cuts to agencies and government 
services. Follow legislative activity 
on the OLIS website, and for a gen-
eral overview of information such 
as contact lists for all legislators, 
their committee assignments, and 
more check out the OLIS citizen 
engagement page: outhttps://www.
oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_en-
gagement/Pages/data.aspx 

Grangers have expressed concern 
about a proposed ballot measure, 
IP28, that would appear to ban ani-

impose drastic limits on the meat 
and poultry industry. While it seems 
so outlandish as to be cartoonish, 
still the forces behind this idea seem 
to be well-funded and able to gath-
er signatures. And the fact is, we do 

in support of farming, ranching, an-
imal husbandry, even hunting and 

-
islative committee will be address-
ing, but we welcome your sugges-
tions and resolutions. 

Another issue is the Oregon State 
Parks Commission’s attempt to 
limit the disabled veteran Special 
Access Pass (SAP). Currently Ore-
gon’s SAP allows any veteran with 
a service-connected disability to 

camp 10 days per 30-day window, 
up to 120 days per year. The pass 

day-use area. The Oregon State 
-

icy regarding the SAP pass or any 
-

erans, but we did advise the Parks 
Commission, the Governor, and 
the members of the legislature via 
email that many of our members 
have advised us of their concerns 
regarding this issue. This is a rules 
decision by State Parks and may 
not come up during the legislative 
session but a number of legislators 
responded to our communication 
expressing their interest and thank-
ing us for ours.

State Grange Convention in June 
is almost half a year from now, but 
for Granges that meet only once a 
month the deadline for submitting 
resolutions is really only a couple 
of meetings away. If you have ideas 
for resolutions but need a little help, 
email anyone on the OSG legisla-
tive committee or drop in on our 
monthly Zoom forums. Not on the 
list? Just send me your email to re-
ceive the invitation info. Our plan is 
to send meeting notes to everyone 
on the list and my goal is to make 
that happen regularly. We will also 
occasionally send out items of in-
terest via this list, so even if you 
don’t want to Zoom you can sign up 
and receive info.

Finally, we will be having a Grange 

The date is March 4 and the schedule 
and further info can be found else-
where in this Bulletin. Let’s make 
the capitol aware that Grangers are 

2026 Grange Day at the Legislature

In the October/November 2025 
Grange Bulletin on page 15 is 
found a complete list of the cur-
rent policies of the Oregon State 
Grange that will sunset at the end 
of June unless action to retain them 
happens during this year’s state 
convention.

There is a total of eighteen policies 
scheduled to sunset.  They include 
in the Agriculture section policies 
on Farm practices, in Education 
- School Expenses and Funding 
Problems and the Oregon School 
Capital Improvement Matching 
Program as well as “The Promise 
of Oregon.” 

In the Environment And Ecology 
section are policies on the Endan-
gered Species Act and shooting of 
coyotes or wolves. In Natural Re-
sources, policies on the Forest Ser-
vice, Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and Wild Horse and Burro 
Laws as well as Owyhee Canyon-
lands Monument.

In the Legislation section, up for 
retaining is the Grange’s long-time 
support of the Initiative and Refer-
endum process and the use of the 
Emergency Clause. 

These are just some of the policies 
that will sunset unless action is tak-
en. Check out the October/Novem-
ber 2025 Bulletin or contact the 
State Grange Legislative commit-
tee members for more information.

2026 Sunsetting 
Policies

Metal Grange 

Signs Available

There have been several inquire-
ries recently about the Grange 
Town Marker Signs.  Did we 
have them, could we get them, 
are they still available?  The an-
swers are no, maybe and yes.

The Oregon State Grange does 
not stock them.  We can get them 
but the shipping charges to the 

cost prohibitive.

The best option is to order them 
directly from Monroe Classic, 
Inc.’s Grange member store 
www.monroeclassic.com. It is 
item #9343 and cost $40.00.   
Currently shipping and handling 
is $22.50. 

Contact Mike at:
sales@monroeclassic.com

1.800.868.2330
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Hello Grangers, 

Oregon introduced new laws in 
2026 covering consumer protec-
tion, healthcare, worker rights, and 

-
ties amid budget challenges.

Consumer Protections and 
Hidden Costs

Online purchase transparency be-
came a major focus, with Senate 
Bill 430 requiring sellers to include 
all required fees and charges in ad-
vertised prices rather than revealing 
them at checkout. Similarly, House 
Bill 3167 cracked down on ticket 
seller practices by prohibiting bot 
software that circumvents purchase 
limits and banning websites de-
signed to mislead buyers about ven-

Medical debt protections represent 

Senate Bill 605 prohibits healthcare 
providers and consumer reporting 
agencies from reporting medical 
debt on credit reports, potentially 
boosting credit scores for patients 
with outstanding medical debt.

Healthcare Access Expansion
The new laws substantially expand 
health insurance coverage require-
ments. House Bill 3064 mandates 
coverage for perimenopause, meno-
pause, and postmenopausal treat-
ments, including hormone thera-
pies and osteoporosis. Senate Bill 
692 requires coverage of perinatal 
services including doulas, lactation 
consultants, and lactation. Senate 
Bill 699 expands prosthetic and or-
thotic device coverage to include 
equipment needed for physical ex-
ercises like running and swimming.

Insurance protection also im-
proved through House Bill 2130, 
which doubled the Oregon Insur-
ance Guaranty Association’s cov-
ered claim limit from $300,000 to 
$600,000, substantially reducing 
uncovered losses in rare insurer in-
solvency cases.

Striking workers gained new protec-
tions under House Bill 916, which 
repealed a previous law denying un-

disputes. Workers now must wait 
one unpaid week before becoming 

weeks depending on the state’s un-
employment tax schedule.

Employer disclosure requirements 
increased under Senate Bill 906, 
which requires employers to provide 
new hires with written explanations 
of earnings and deductions on pay-
roll statements, updated annually.

Tenant protections expanded as 
well, with landlords now required 

keys—such as access codes, fobs, 
or key cards—giving tenants more 
modern security options.

Personal Safety and Digital 
Crimes

House Bill 2299 strengthened 
laws against non-consensual inti-
mate image distribution by includ-
ing AI-generated deepfakes in the 

escalates to a felony for repeat vi-
olations, with victims receiving en-
hanced protections.

Additional safety measures include 
increased restrictions on nitrous 
oxide sales, with House Bill 3447 

in-store and online purchase and 
House Bill 3865 limiting telemar-
keting calls to between 8 a.m. and 8 
p.m., with a maximum of three con-
tacts per 24-hour period.

The Budget Crisis Looming
-

cratic priorities to protect working 
families, Oregon legislators face 

code changes are expected to re-
duce state general fund revenue by 
$890 million in the current budget 
cycle, forcing lawmakers to choose 
between disconnecting from federal 

-
ing services when the legislature 
convenes in February.

We will keep you informed as to 
any other changes that may come. 

Happy Trails
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One of the basic precepts of the 
Grange is its adherence to “grass 
roots” policy development. Nearly 
every policy statement issued by 
National or State Grange Presidents 
or their legislative representatives 
begins in a local Grange meeting. 
The above chart shows how Com-
munity/Subordinate Grange resolu-
tions result in action being taken on 

local, state, and national levels. 

The Oregon State Grange Legis-
lative Committee has developed 
a brochure to help you out and be 
certain that your important ideas re-
ceive the attention and action they 
deserve. It is available on the OSG 
website or requested from the state 

How Our Policy is Developed

At the January 10th Lane County 
Pomona Grange meeting awards 

-
-

ty Granges who made donations to 
the K-9 Blue cause. The top dona-

tion was given by Creswell Grange 
#496 for $1650. Other Granges 
contributing were Goldson, Ada, 
Walterville, Spencer Creek, Santa 
Clara, Irving, Goshen, and Central. 
Over $5000 was donated.

Granges' Help With K-9s

Pomona Time       Meeting Place
Baker #24 May 2 10:30 AM TBA
Benton #36 April 18 10:00 AM Summitt Grange
Clackamas #1 April 25 9:30 AM Clarkes Grange
Columbia #18 May 2 10:00 AM TBA
Deschutes #25 May 9 11:30 AM TBA
Douglas #13 April 19 4:00 PM Riversdale Grange
Josephine #20 May 30 10:00 AM  Fruitdale Grange
Lane #14 April 11 10:00 AM Spencer Creek Grange
Lincoln #10 Feb 21 10:30 AM Salmon River Grange
Linn #12 April 11 10:00 AM Lacomb Grange
Polk #3 April TBA
Tillamook #9 TBA
Wallowa #22   5:30 PM TBA
Washington-Yamhill #2 April 18 10:00 AM TBA

UPCOMING POMONA GRANGE MEETINGS

                    Date

We Want Your Email
 

The Oregon State Grange would 
like to update members via email 
once or twice a month. This will 

notify members of immediate 
legislative issues and upcoming 

events from Community Granges 
and the State Grange.

We are missing email addresses 
for many of our members. To 

we must update our member 
records with current, active email 

addresses. 
Please send an email to:
ShelseaC@orgrange.org

Include your name, Grange and 
email address.

February/March 2026
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names of the members -
nity Granges followed by their primary Grange and number and the Granges who nominated them

President
Sonny Hays-Eberts - Marys River 

#685

Martin McClure - Creswell #496

Jesse O’Dell - Santiam Valley 
#828

#747

#747

Teresa Cernac - Warren #536

Vice President

#276

#309

Jesse O’Dell - Santiam Valley 
#828

Jeanie Force - Sunnyside #842

Phil Van Buren – Jasper #532

Martin McClure - Creswell #496

Breanna Hays-McKay - 
Abernethy #346

John Fine - Riversdale #731

Lecturer

#309

Steward
Phil Van Buren – Jasper #532

Lexie Suing - Crow #450

Jesse O’Dell - Santiam Valley 
#828

Courtney Gordon - Spencer 

AS
John Fine - Riversdale #731

#309

Sonny Hays-Eberts - Marys River 
#685

Phil Van Buren – Jasper #532

LAS
Stacy Brown- Forest Grove #282

Judy Hays-Eberts - Marys River 
#685

Connie Suing – Crow #450

Chaplain

#855

Connie Suing – Crow #450

Randi Embree - Silverton #748

Priscilla Phillips – Goshen #561
 Crow #450

Treasurer
Linda Helm – Phoenix #779

Sonny Hays-Eberts - Marys River 
#685

#309

#855

Secretary

#747

#747

#442

Louise McClure - Creswell #496

Suzy Ramm - Springwater #263

Peggy Jillson - Irving #377

#309

Merle Allen - Willamette #52

Martin McClure - Creswell #496

#276

Billy Shield - Santiam Valley #828

Ceres
Amanda Puls - 

#442

Ari Knight - Willamette #52

Lexie Suing – Crow #450

Tina Reynolds - Santiam Valley 
#828

Sara Grigsby – Columbia #267

Margaret Clute – Forest Grove 
#282

Pomona
Roberta O’Dell - Santiam Valley 

#828

Kathy Allen - Willamette #52

Eva Frost - Warren #536

Grace Merchant - Abernethy 
#346
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In September Ada Grange #570, 
Lane County, member/veteran Har-
old Johnson along with his grand-
son Christopher Johnson (guardian) 
and 59 other veterans and guardians 
participated in the South Willamette 
Valley Honor Flight to Washington 
D.C. All the veterans were from 
Lane, Linn, Benton, or Lincoln 
Counties. 

Alaska Airlines designated a plane 

Honor Flight team which included 
team leaders, medical personnel, 
KVAL reporter and cameraman. 
There was no charge to the veterans 

While there they visited the Marine 
Corp, Vietnam, WWII, Lincoln, 
Korean, and Navy Memorials. They 
also visited the Washington Monu-
ment, American Veterans Disabled 
for Life Monument, the Smithso-
nian Air and Space Museum, and 
the Museum of the Army.

Harold is an Army Veteran, who 
was in Vietnam from 1965-1967.

Harold said the two places he really 
enjoyed visiting and which touched 
him the most was the Vietnam Me-
morial and the US Army Muse-
um. A welcome home ceremony 
was held outside the Florence Elks 
Lodge when Harold and a veteran 
from Yachats returned.

Brothers and Sisters,

It’s been a while since I’ve last writ-
ten to you. I want to thank Suzy for 
keeping up the column during my 
recovery.

and try to keep this short.

Oregon Parks and recreation de-
partment wants to implement a new 
policy on the (SAP). They want to 
change the amount of days that a 
disabled vet can stay in our parks, 
from 120 days to just 10 days a 
year. The Oregon State Grange has 
sent a letter along with Lane Pomo-
na Grange to Parks and Recreation 
to give support for our disabled vets 
for not changing the current policy. 
The deadline was January 15th.

On a brighter note our very own 
Brother, Phil Van Burren was giv-
en the honor of being one of this 

Veterans Parade this past Novem-
ber. Congratulations Brother Phil, it 
is a great honor.

to start working on your nomina-
tions for Veteran of the Year. The 
Veterans committee will choose one 
vet from each district and present 
them with a quilt made by the won-

and a Grange Veterans pin. The ap-
plication form is available on the 
state Grange website and will be 
mailed to each Grange along with 

other convention information at the 
end of March. 

Lastly, I would like to give all my 
Grange Brothers and Sisters a grate-
ful thank you for all the warm wishes 
during my stay in the hospital; I’m 
grateful for you all and you helped 
me to get better. Your thoughts were 
very much appreciated.
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Veterans

Flora
Jessie Jo Guttridge – Springwater 

#263

Roberta O’Dell - Santiam Valley 
#828

Executive Committee Position #1

#747

Peggy Jillson - Irving #377

Jay Sexton - Marys River #685

#855

Linda Helm – Phoenix #779

John Fine - Riversdale #731

Executive Committee Position #2

Springwater #263 Sunnyside 
#842 Winona #271

Teresa Cernac - Warren #536

Eva Frost - Warren #536

Dan Keeley – Maplewood #662

Don Sether – Maplewood #662

Executive Committee Position #3

#608

Roger Wilson – White Eagle #683

Edie Hanson – Little Deschutes 
#939

Joann McBride - Hurricane 

John Fine - Riversdale #731

Ada Member Goes On Honor Flight

On Tuesday, November 11, 2025, 
the Goldson Grange #868, Lane 
County, members gathered early 
in the morning to prepare break-
fast for their beloved Veterans. All 

one of the Grange’s favorite events 
because of the joy and camaraderie 
it creates when the Veteran’s start 
pouring in. It brings a smile and 
warm feelings to serve the wonder-
ful men and women from the com-
munity. 

Goldson Grange loves serving up a 
hearty breakfast of eggs, sausage, 
biscuits and gravy, hashbrowns and 

Veterans that have served this coun-
try and love honoring them. 

Goldson Feeds 

on November 11th
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Goldson Grange # 868, Lane Coun-
ty is proud to sponsor scholarships 
to their youth said Sandra Rowell, 
Grange Lecturer, “We want to sup-
port agriculture, and the youth in our 
area who are involved."  

the scholarships next year as well. 
If you are involved in agriculture, 
please contact the Grange at: gold-
songrange@gmail.com to enter the 
2026 4-H/FFA scholarship program. 

Selected in the 5-12 age group were 
Jaxon Schultz, age 9 and Hunter 
Fowler, age 10. 

Jaxson just recently completed his 
-

bud Program with the Junction City 
Community 4H Club. He is now old 
enough to take a market animal to the 
fair. “I joined the Cloverbud program 
so I could participate at the fair and 
not just watch my sister show her 

His projects in 2025 included raising 
three lambs that his granddad gave 
him to bottle feed: Moses, Athena, 
and Patty. He also enjoyed bringing 
his rabbit, Buddy, to the Cloverbud 
Show and Tell Day of the fair. Most of 
all he loves his new heifer, Caramel.

Hunter attends Crow Middle High. 

steer project with the Lucky H Cat-
tle Club based out of Lorane. Hunt-
er’s market steer was a gentle Here-
ford named Chewbacca (Chewy for 
short), and weighed in at 1,386 lbs. at 

fair. When Hunter purchased Chewy 
he weighed 495 lbs. Hunter was for-
tunate to board Chewy at his friend 
and fellow clubmate Haedyn’s fami-
ly barn. “My ultimate goal is to save 
enough to purchase a round pen so I 
can keep future projects at my own 
barn.”

Selected in the 13-18 age group was 
Ruth Ann Schultz, age 13. 

Ruthie shows lambs with the Junction 
City 4-H Club Her granddad is in the 
commercial sheep business and owns 
his own grass seed business, which 
ultimately sparked her interest in ag-
riculture and leadership. Her recent 
project was a market lamb. 

One of the new skills she developed 
is shearing. When she began shearing 

shear the back of the lamb. During the 
week of fair in 2025, she did the full 
job on both her market and breeding 
lambs. Ruthie is grateful to have won 
this award. She will use the money 
towards purchasing a new lamb. 

Hello Youth and Young Adults,

We hope you and your families had 
a wonderful holiday season.

Please review the information in the 
bulletin regarding the Western Re-
gionals and consider registering for 
this weekend of leadership develop-
ment and fellowship.

The State Grange convention will 
be here before we know it, and 
we would love to see many of our 
Youth and Young Adults join us in 

Baker City this June. As a remind-
er, please begin considering which 
contest you would like to enter for 
the State Grange Convention.

Thank you, and we look forward 
to a great year 
ahead.
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Young Adults

In January, National Grange Presi-
dent Christine Hamp appointed Sa-
mantha Wilkins, a member of Alamo 
Grange #1446 in Texas, back to the 
role of National Grange Youth Di-
rector, where she previously served 
from 2022 to 2024. Wilkins steps 
back into the department which has 
been recently led by the Youth Advi-
sory Team consisting of Jennie Gen-
try (NC), Jen and Ken Danko (PA), 
Samantha Hanson (IA), and Matt and 
Lynn Clark (NH) since 2024. 

A lifelong Granger, Wilkins brings 
deep experience and a strong com-
mitment to youth leadership, advo-
cacy, and service. She has served the 
Grange at every level— from local 
and state leadership in Texas to multi-
ple national roles— most recently as 
National Junior Grange Director from 
2016 to 2024. Wilkins also served on 

-
tions Coordinator from 2019 to 2022 
and currently serves as Texas State 
Grange Secretary. 

“I am grateful and excited to return to 
this role,” Wilkins shared. “This po-
sition brings together my love for the 
Grange and my commitment to in-
vesting in the next generation. I look 
forward to building programs that 
help our youth grow as leaders and 
advocates for their communities.” 

In the coming year, Wilkins plans 
to focus on leadership development, 
strengthening youth advocacy voic-
es, and expanding youth engagement 
through regional youth ambassadors. 
Her priorities center on helping young 
members understand their leadership 

-
gagement, and build meaningful con-
nections across the organization. “Be-
ing part of their leadership journey, 
especially as they step into advocacy, 
service, and meaningful engagement, 
is incredibly energizing and reward-
ing,” said Wilkins. 

Wilkins believes that the Youth and 
Young Adult programs help strength-
en the long-term sustainability of the 
Grange by intentionally developing 

connected, valued and prepared to 
serve. She hopes to continue investing 
in youth leaders of all backgrounds to 

build a pipe-
line of mem-
bers who 
unde r s t and 
the Grange’s 
mission, are committed to its future, 
and are ready to step into leadership 
roles and invest back into the next 
generation of youth members. 

National Grange President Christine 
Hamp expressed her appreciation 
for the leadership that has shaped the 
youth program and her enthusiasm for 
Wilkins’ return. “I want to sincerely 
thank the members of the National 
Youth Advisory Team for their pas-
sion, dedication, and countless hours 
of service on behalf of Grange youth 
across the country over the past two 
years,” Hamp said. “I am delighted 
to welcome Samantha back into the 
role of National Grange Youth Direc-
tor and look forward to the energy, 
vision, and leadership she brings as 
we continue investing in and build-
ing up the next generation of Grange 
leaders.” 

In the coming year, Wilkins plans 
to focus on three key areas: Helping 
youth identify their individual leader-
ship styles and equipping them with 
opportunities to put skill into action; 
working with youth members to de-
velop their legislative and advocacy 
voices; and building regional youth 
teams to help strengthen program-
ming across the country. 

For current youth and young adults, 
Wilkins has an important message to 
share: “Step forward - even if you’re 
unsure. Leadership doesn’t require 
having all the answers; it begins with 
a willingness to learn, serve, and 
grow. Your voice, your ideas, and 
your passion matter, and the Grange is 
a place where you can discover your 
strengths, try new roles, and make a 

will support you. Say yes to the op-
portunity, trust the process, and know 
that the Grange is stronger when you 
are involved. 

Wilkins can be reached by email at 
youth@nationalgrange.org

Youth Director
by Philip J Vonada
National Grange Communications Director

Grange Youth and Young Adults
• Are you between the ages of 13.5 and 35?
• Are you considering attending all or part of the 

2026 Oregon State Grange convention in June in 
Baker City?

• Would you be interested in serving as a State 

If so, please contact the Oregon State Grange youth committee at 

Goldson's 4-H/FFA Award Program

February/March 2026
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OSG Executive Committee Meeting Minutes - August 3rd, 2025
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 
9:00 by President Sonny Hays-Eberts. 
Members present: VP Steve Kroeker, 
Sec Mark Noah, EC Susan Noah, EC 
Joyce Parker and EC Vickie High
Visitors: Dean High

Prior Meeting Minutes
The minutes of the May 23, 2025 
EC Meeting were read and ap-
proved as corrected

 
Financial Reports

Loan and membership reports re-
viewed and discussed. Pleasant 
Valley Grange is 2 quarters behind 
in dues to State Grange and Pres-
ident Hays-Eberts has sent a let-
ter warning them of possible sus-
pension of charter. Overall, OSG 
membership this quarter shows 

-
ported losses and trending towards 
a potential for positive gain for the 
year. We also discussed Terrebonne 
Grange’s past sale of part of their 
property and the disposition of 
those funds.
VISA Bill was reviewed and there 
were no objections
Accounting Statement–investment 
earnings are up from last time and 
trending positively. Legal expense 

litigation.
Charles Schwab Report (waiting 
for Scott to attend)

Old Business

waiting for closure. There was 
a slight delay due to the need to 
document the State Grange’s legal 
authority to sell. Sale price was 
$710k. This Grange has been dor-
mant for several years.
Myrtle property sold. Seller and 
buyer are happy. Sold at $70k. This 
Grange has been dormant for 7 
years already.
Vale – no interest so dropped price 
from $209k to $199k. Our agent 
there says the real estate market 
is very soft in Eastern Oregon. We 
may need to go lower. Vale was de-
clared dormant in 2022.
Rogue Community/Ophir – some 
interest at a lower price point but 
we will not carry the paper our-
selves. This property is listed at 
$350k.
Triangle Lake – School and Grange 
still seeking a solution, proceeding, 
but slowly. No word from them 
recently. There is an entirely new 
school board and they seem in-
clined to come to some agreement. 
Salmon River – we have received 
the promised $30k from the settle-
ment with their contractor (we sued 
the contractor’s bond on Salmon 
River’s behalf for work not com-
pleted).
Rickreall – loan increased by 
$8,500, payment schedule changed, 
monthly payment increased. Bath-
room replaced and porta-potty is 
gone.
Moss Adams audit completed. 

-
ly due to a merger or acquisition. 
Umpqua Bank has merged with 
Columbia Bank and we have been 

name Columbia Bank.
Reviewed a draft template of a Re-
quest For Proposal for new audit 

-

this point with Charles Schwab re-
port

In spite of turmoil in the past 6 
months, we have done well. Re-
viewed the performance of indi-
vidual segments of our portfolio, 
and the factors impacting those 
outcomes. Discussed advantages 
of actively managed funds vs in-

currently unpredictable and the re-
sulting chaos seems to be favoring 
the index fund approach. We have 
two funds that are currently active-
ly managed and Scott recommends 
moving at least one of them to in-
dex. Steve moved to change Gold-
man Sachs fund to index. Joyce 
seconded, and the motion carried.

Scott reports we are close to bal-
ance regarding our investment pol-
icy allocations between Equities, 
Bonds and Alternatives and will 
have the opportunity to rebalance 
with incoming funds in the near 
future.

Continued discussing the RFP for 

with approval without objection. 
We have a list of around 8 or 9 

RFP. 
990 restorations – Cherry Park 
working on 1024 form. Pay $600 

Sonny is working directly with one 
of their members on the 990 res-
toration; it appears Oregon State 
Grange can submit the paperwork. 
Cherry Park, Bandon, Roxy Ann, 
Multnomah, Fairview have all lost 

-
ing 990s. Only Cherry Park has 
responded to Sonny’s communica-
tion so far, re their 990 status, but 
he is attempting to work on it with 
them. Vickie moved that OSG will 

the Granges currently in this situ-
ation, with the funds coming from 
the reverted Grange account. Susan 
seconded. Additional discussion 
ensued. The motion carried.
Additional discussion about title 
restrictions on Grange properties. 
Most Granges have a notation on 
their titles that states the property 
cannot be sold without permission 
of the Oregon State Grange. This 

we need to follow through on the 
stragglers.

New Business
RFP for Ag Fest–Sonny is working 
on an RFP to send to local farmers 
so they can bid on providing toma-
to and marigold seedlings for Ag 
Fest. RFP will require delivery to 
Ag Fest. 

emailed several companies in July, 
-

ego willing to make these pins for 
us. This company says the price 
for 10k gold would make this pin 
cost over $500, so they recommend 
gold-toned silver with a diamond 
chip instead, keeping the cost at 
$180 per pin. Our previous suppli-
er charged $150, so this seems rea-
sonable. There will be a $200 de-

then production cost at $180n per 
pin. Vickie moved to authorize the 
$200 design fee. Steve seconded 
the motion. The motion carried. 

cleaned up. Hire landscaper for 

General discussion, the consensus 

the authority already to proceed 
with bids and hire this work done, 
money to come from the building 
maintenance fund. 
Log Cabin – Interim committee 
being established. Dan Keeley is 
Chair, several others have been 
contacted to serve on the commit-
tee including Jay Sexton, another 
Maplewood member with building 

Kleiner. Joyce says Bill Hood’s 
former business was refurbishing 
log homes, Sonny will check with 
him also. The group using the log 
cabin for the Marion Co Fair indi-
cated the possibility of a roof spon-
sorship by Marion County. Sonny 

Marion County Fair this year. The 
question is, how much longer will 
this building last, what should we 
do about maintenance or recon-
struction? The named committee 
will report at the next state session.
Sonny is formulating a document 

host a convention. All meeting 
needs, everything involved.
Convention sound. Both the mixer 
Sonny donated to OSG and David 
Wallace’s have experienced some 
damage; David’s might have been 
due to storage conditions, but the 
cause of damage for ours is un-
known. Bruce Wallace agreed to 
accept only $100 for use for Fern 
Hill sound and donate $400 toward 
purchase of new mixer. Sonny 
studied options and recommend-
ed a Yamaha MGU20, 20 channel, 
much smaller footprint, over the 
repair of GB-2. Anticipated cost 
is $750. We discussed how this all 
would work, the suggested mix-
er would match our existing tech. 
Susan moved to purchase the 20 
channel mixer, Vickie seconded. 
After additional discussion the mo-
tion carried. This expense will be 
assigned to the state convention 

sound system line item
Oregon Dairy Princess – speakers 
gift and scholarship contribution? 
The suggestion of $250 for each 
was made. This could be expensed 
to the membership/leadership ac-
count. Susan so moved, Vickie sec-
onded and the motion carried.
Bylaws printed and mailed. There 

the formatting of the document, 
especially the use of section breaks 
and headers, impacting column 
continuity. The previous formatting 
tried to include documentation of 
changes in a header, but due to for-
matting issues these headers quick-
ly became disconnected from the 
actual changes made. Sonny will 
make changes to the formatting. 
Current changes will continue to 
be underlined; this action will just 
eliminate the headers but keep the 
underlining meaning each year the 

only current changes will be iden-

Morningstar loan application. They 
are asking for $19,586. The appli-
cation seems complete and they 
discussed a payment plan of $200/
month. They do have CDs but do 
not want to incur early withdrawal 
penalties. Vickie moved to approve 
this loan, Joyce seconded. Their 
provided minutes indicate the orig-
inal request was for $15k, subse-
quently their executive committee 
met and amended the request to the 
$19,586 stated. Sonny will verify 
with the Grange that this executive 
committee action was known. Mo-
tion carried.

Email Business
• Authorize payment of appealed 

lien balance of $14,201.28 to City 
of Portland to settle outstanding 
lien

• Authorize Transfer of $20,000 
from CS to cover Russellville Lien 
payment

• Authorize Release of $80,000 in 
Custodial Funds to Tigard Grange.

• Authorize Transfer of $80,000 
from CS to cover Tigard Custodial 
disbursement 

• 
$780,000 with $30,000 escrow 
holdback, 120 days for funding.

• Approve Weds Journal with correc-
tions.

Joyce moved to ratify all decisions 
made by email; motion was seconded 
by Steve and carried.

Presidents Report
Sonny gave his President’s report on 
current issues.

Additional:
Steve reports that our latest Bulletin 
mailing cost $1967.10, this was an in-
crease of around $400. 

Next Meetings:
November 23 @ OSG
We will discuss subsequent meeting 
dates at the next meeting.
Meeting adjourned 12:07pm
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The National Grange continues 
its commitment to revitalizing ru-
ral communities with the launch 
of a new competitive grant cycle 
through the Rural Life Initiative. 

On January 13, during a webinar 
entitled “From Ideas to Impact,” 
National Grange President Chris-
tine Hamp announced the start of 
the “Bridging the Gaps” grant cy-
cle through the Rural Life Initia-
tive (RLI), a program designed in 
partnership with Grange Advocacy 
to strengthen rural communities 
through health, wellness, agricul-
ture, and community projects and 
events. 

Bridging the Gaps allows Commu

nity and Pomona Granges to identi-
fy unmet, underserved, or under-at-
tended needs in their areas, and to 
create projects, programs, or events 
to assist in meeting those needs. 

“We want to help give Granges the 
results to show that they can be a 
change agent in their communities 
through partnerships that haven’t 
been possible before,” said Hamp. 
“This is about building capacity and 
resiliency in local communities.” 

To date, more than $175,000 has 
been distributed to State and Com-
munity Granges through previous 
Rural Life Initiative grants and pro-
grams. 

The grant is as follows: 
$1,000 Bridging the Gap Grants 

• Applications reviewed as re-
ceived. Must apply by Febru-
ary 28, 2026. 

• Projects must be completed 
-

nal reports submitted by Sep-
tember 30, 2026. 

-
ditional incentives are available for 

-
es gain through their projects. 

Because RLI aims to build stronger 
communities across the country, 
there are a few main components to 
the grants:

• Events must address a dispar-
ity seen within your commu-
nity. 
• The goal of the Rural 

Life Initiative: Bridg-
ing the Gaps grant cycle 
is to get Granges active, 

help place Granges at the 
forefront of educating 
the community and ad-
dressing and mitigating 
a local disparity within 
your community. 

• You must include at least one 
partner organization beyond 
your Grange. 

• You must submit a cur-
rent membership list with 
the application proposal 
using the template provid-
ed by the National Grange. 

•
choose topics based on local 
needs, but: 
• Projects cannot involve 

building improvements 
or equipment purchases 
unless they’re essential to 
carrying out the project. 

• All projects must include 
a plan for recruiting and 
engaging new members. 

“We have seen Granges come alive 
through the previous grant cycles,” 
said Hamp. “Granges are thinking 
bigger and getting engaged in their 
communities again at a time when 
this kind of connection and involve-
ment is crucial. They are connecting 

with each other and building bridges 
to future success and lasting impact. 
The Rural Life Initiative is an essen-
tial lifeline for community resiliency 
in towns of all sizes nationwide.” 

During the January 13 webinar, pre-
senters Beth Westbrook and Nona 
Bear outlined several ways the 
Bridging the Gaps grant could be 
used by Granges, walking partici-
pants through every step. They en-
couraged attendees to “dream big” 
and think outside of the box. 

The tips and tricks presented also 
encouraged Granges to pursue oth-
er community-based grants, always 
aiming for success. 

“By giving Granges—and Grang-
ers—the tools to succeed, the per-
mission to think big, and some 
grant funding to get started, we 
are sure to see meaningful, engag-
ing, life-changing programs and 
events,” said Nona Bear, one of the 
webinar presenters and a longtime 
advocate for rural communities. 

Two additional webinars in the Strat-
egies to Strengthen Our Commu-
nities series will be held on Febru-
ary 10 – “Lessons Learned: Success 
Stories from 2025,” and March 10 – 
“Engaging New Energy.” 

“We encourage you to stay engaged 
– you never know what’s coming 
next,” teased Hamp. 

To watch the full announcement, 
visit the National Grange YouTube 
channel, view the full grant require-
ments, and submit your applications 
at the Rural Life Initiative page on 
the National Grange website.
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Your Name: _________________________   Moving? Let Us Know.

Old Address:  _________________New Address: ________________

City/State/Zip:  _______________City/State/Zip: ________________
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Grange Name/Number: _____________________________________

Committee Chairman positions currently held. 
_________________  __________________  ___________________

Mail to:  Oregon State Grange
643 Union St NE

Salem OR 97301-2462
gbulletin@orgrange.org

National Grange Announces Rural Life Initiative: “Bridging the Gaps” 
by Philip J Vonada National Grange Communications Director
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