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Back row: Jim Clute, John Fine, Carol Fine, Mark Noah and Susan Noah.
Front row; Stacy Brown with Clayton, Audri Brown, Margaret Clute, Mar-
ilyn Reiher, Tyson Brown and Sonny Hays-Eberts.

Oregon Grangers Visit the
California State Convention

Several Grange members from
Oregon traveled to Woodland,
California for the 149" California
State Grange convention September
26-30 for fellowship and fun. On
Saturday evening Oregon’s GROW
Club served their Ice Cream Social
as the feast after the Sixth Degree
and on Monday, National Grange

Executive Committee member
Susan Noah and her team installed
the California State officers.

Next year’s convention, their
150", will be held in the redwoods
in Northern California. A lot of
Oregon Grangers are planning to
attend to celebrate with them.

From the staff of the
Oregon State Grange

f .Happy Holidayé

“Sonny, Suzy, Steve, Shelsea and Carol

T fie Oregon State Grange office in Salem will
be closed December 24, 25, 31 and January 1.

District 4 is Ready to Welcome
You to the Columbia River Gorge!

The Granges of District 4 are
pleased to announce that the 2025
Oregon State Grange Convention
will be held at Corbett Elementary
School June 21-26.

Corbett is the gateway to the sce-
nic Columbia River Gorge and the
location of the convention is only
a 3-mile drive to the Crown Point
Vista House — the iconic symbol of
the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic area. Beautiful Multnomah
Falls and the many other falls are
located along Hwy 30, the Old Co-
lumbia River Highway.

Corbett Elementary is located on
the west end of the Corbett school
complex and we will be using the
school, gym and the kitchen and
multipurpose room for the meetings
and events. School rules prohibit
alcohol and drugs on the premises
also smoking and vaping are pro-
hibited. No parking of RVs or tent
camping will be allowed on site.

Hotels and RV sites are available in
the Troutdale area which is located
just 10 -15 minutes from the school
via either the Old Columbia River
Highway or 1-84. See page 12 for a
list to get you started.

The School District
Corbett School District offers an ap-
proach to education that cannot be

found in most settings in the state of
Oregon. The district has embraced
multi-age classrooms in grades K-8
for more than 15 years which sets
it apart from most public schools.
The multi-age model effectively
prepares students for the challenge
of high school, as evidenced by the
dramatic successes achieved by stu-
dents at Corbett High.

Corbett High School has been rec-
ognized as one of the highest per-
forming schools in the country by
The Washington Post, Newsweek,
and US News and World Reports.
Students are challenged by the most
prolific Advanced Placement pro-
gram in the state; a program that
produces one of the highest gradu-
ation rates in the state.

Viewing the Waterfalls
Want to avoid the traffic and park-
ing problems on the Historic Co-
lumbia River Highway or having to
make another reservation to actual-
ly see the Falls? It is recommend-
ed taking advantage of the narrated
Historic Columbia River Highway
Trolley (Waterfall Trolley). Hop
on or hop off at one or more of the
ten stops for some sightseeing or a
hike. You can hop back on the next
trolley. Stops are made at Corbett,
Crown Point, Latourell Falls, Bridal
Vil Falls, Angels Rest, Wahkeena

continue on page 12
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The President’s Column

Sonny Hays-Eberts
president@orgrange.org
President - Oregon State Grange

Something New, Something Old,
Something Borrowed

Since COVID, our State Grange
has been recovering from enforced
isolation, with varying levels of
success. My goal is to transition
from recovery to being a revital-
ized State Grange, to inspire our
Community Granges.

To accomplish this, | am consider-
ing changes to what we have done
in the past few years. To shake
things up, to bring freshness to our
presence, and to reinvigorate our
messages, with the goal of ener-
gizing Community Granges and
members and strengthening our
Order across the State of Oregon.

The State Grange re-organized
three Granges this year and con-
tinues to re-vitalize struggling
Granges. Junction City Grange is a
shining example of what a revital-
ized Grange can accomplish when
inspired. If your Grange needs
help with recruiting, our Member-
ship Committee can assist.

Our annual visitation program
will be the basis of one of the first
changes you will see.

For several years, the State Grange
has performed an annual Visitation
program, travelling to every Com-
munity Grange to discuss an an-
nual message, presenting banners
and advertising materials to assist
Granges. The past few years have
seen a decline in volunteers and ef-
fectiveness. In 2024 less than 40%
of Granges received a visitation,
which is not effective.

For 2025, | want to try something
new. Or more accurately, bring
back something old.

I’m a historian, and | have read the
Marys River Grange minutes. One
thing I’ve noticed is how frequent-

ly Granges used to visit each other.
They had visitation schedules.

In the 21% century, socialization
seems a fading skill. Part of this is
the social training of television and
the internet, part of it is due to en-
forced isolation; but I also suspect
some Granges and Grangers may
be fearful about going to other
Granges or having Grange mem-
bers they don’t know visit and see
how their meetings are conducted.

Push any such trepidations aside.
We know there are Granges who
meet around the table, alter the
opening and closing ceremonies,
or in some cases forego them.
The intent of this program is not
to correct, but to connect. As a
host Grange — be welcoming. As
a visiting Grange — be polite to
how the Grange you are visiting
does things. Your sole purpose is
to make Grange friends, and ac-
ceptance goes avv long way in that
regard.

The theme for 2025 is to encour-
age Granges to come together,
to visit, to socialize, perhaps to
join in work, and to strengthen
our fraternal bonds. Rather than
visiting every Grange, the State
Grange will hold gatherings by
District, which will be hosted by
State Officers and Directors. We
hope to visit each District twice,
with different Directors, so you
can learn more about what each
Committee hopes to accomplish,
what State Grange plans are, and
how the State Grange can help
your Grange. This also encourages
Grangers to meet Grangers within
their District.

Socialization is a key component
of health, and | will be working
with the Deaf Awareness and Fam-
ily Health Committee to imple-
ment a Geo-Grange contest, based

nia State Convention which uses
Granges and Geo-caching. Details
are still being fleshed out, but we
hope this encourages members to
visit other Granges. We hope to
create a fun and interesting event
that will be enjoyable for mem-
bers, help them get out and see Or-
egon, and find new friends along
the way.

Some other changes being con-
sidered are bringing back demon-
strations at the Log Cabin, looking
at the State Convention to make
attendance and State Officer po-
sitions more appealing such as re-
laxing the dress code slightly for
officers at Convention, providing
earlier notice of Zoom Committee
scheduling, altering the Conven-
tion schedule to make workshops
more useful and encouraging at-
tendance for the Memorial Ser-
vice, and in the longer run per-
haps shortening or dividing the
event, or changing the dates. No
decisions have been made about
the Convention yet, but members
have expressed the need to make
our Convention easier for more to
attend, and for a wider officer can-
didate pool.

I also plan to bring back some State
Grange workshops held across
the State, starting with a focus on
Grange leadership, a workshop |
hope is useful for all Grange mem-
bers who want to take a more ac-
tive role in the Grange and provide
useful information to long time
Grange Masters and Presidents.

As we prepare to enter 2025, Ore-
gon Grange is growing and recov-
ering from the first part of the de-
cade. There is a palpable hunger in
America for community, a hunger
the Grange is uniquely positioned
to feed. We need to hold on to our
Grange traditions and teachings,
but also present a modern, friend-
ly, welcoming face to the public so
we can communicate our message
to them in a manner that makes
the Grange attractive to join and
appealing to young people. Some-
times doing things the way it used
to be done makes sense, and some-
times it might need to be mod-
ernized to be more effective. Just
because “that’s the way we’ve al-
ways done it” is not reason enough
to continue, if a better method ex-
ists. If you have ideas about how
the Grange can change for the bet-
ter, please email or mail me at the
State Office.

L: Installing the officers of the Cal-
ifornia State Grange were: Emblem
Bearer Marilyn Reiher; Installing
officer Susan Noah; California
State President Joe Stefenoni; Mar-
shall Mark Noah and Regalia Bear-
er Sonny Hays-Eberts. Look at the
size of that gavel.
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Multnomah Grange #71

30639 SE Bluff Rd
Gresham, OR 97080

2024-2025
Bluegrass Lineup

Dec 14 -Free Range and Misty Mama's

Jan 11- Lost Creek and Filthy Skillets

Feb 8- Ash Creek And Ross Island Ramblers

March 8- Tuesday String Band and Bootleg Jam

April 1-2 Slipshod and TBA

May 10- Sunny South and TBA

Bluegrass Shows and Front Lobby
Jams At The Multnomah Grange

Multnomah Grange hosts live blue-
grass concerts on the 2" Saturday
of the month, featuring Free Range
and Misty Momas on December 14,
followed by Lost Creek and Filthy
Skillets on January 11%.

Free Range is a talented duo that
draws on bluegrass, country, and
folk traditions, while Misty Momas’
home-style sound fills the room with
sweet harmonies and powerful in-
strumentals. Make your holiday sea-
son special with an evening out en-
joying the music of the mountains!

On Saturday, January 11, Mult-
nomah Grange will feature the Lost
Creek Band from Portland, deliver-
ing a driving blend of bluegrass and
old-time standards. To round out the

Atheart-warming
misical show

about the magic
of Christmas ™%

Lauren James et
Script by Ed Miller

December 14 - 2:00 PM.
EaglePoint-Grange H}:!!
5 South Shasta Ave

January show, the Filthy Skillets will
put their own twist on traditional fa-
vorites and share their unique inter-
pretation of great country, rock and
roll, and swing tunes.

Concerts start at 7pm. The public is
welcome to join in a bluegrass jam with
their own acoustic instruments in the
front lobby at 6pm before each show.

Multnomah Grange #71 is located at
30639 SE Bluff Road in Gresham.
Suggested donation is $15 adults/$5
kids, cash only, please. Delicious
refreshments including chili dogs,
popcorn, home baked goods, coffee
and sodas will be available for pur-
chase. For more information, check
out the Multnomah Grange #71’s
Facebook page.

The sangs you love, the I i
memorigs you cherish 1

LI:ir_i.-l Pdfdrmance
- and Maltimedia

Eagle Polfilgssn. &
(643) aoe-1105, o W =
| A
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The Lecturer’s Column

Susie Kroeker

sjones1273@hotmail.com
Lecturer - Oregon State Grange

Hello Brothers and Sisters!

As | write this column, | am also
preparing for an Oregon State
Grange Lecturer’s  Committee
meeting in a few weeks. We will be
discussing contests and workshops
for next year at State convention as
well as ways that we as a commit-
tee can better serve the Lecturers
and all other members in our State.
I am hopeful that I will have some
exciting ideas to share with you in
the next issue. Stay tuned!

In the meantime, as this article
reaches you, the holiday season will
be in full swing. This is a great time
for Lecturers to educate our mem-
bers on the different religious holi-
days that are celebrated around the
world. Christmas is a great place
to start. But there are many holidays
that are less well known to many of
us and worth sharing.

* Rohatsu (Bodhi Day) is cele-
brated on December 8". On this
holiday, Buddhists remember
when Buddha attained enlight-
enment while sitting under the
Bodhi Tree and taught his fol-
lowers how to live in harmony
in their communities.

»  On December 15", Las Posadas
is a Hispanic tradition that reen-
acts Mary and Joseph searching
for shelter in Bethlehem. Two
people dress up as Mary and
Joseph and go to different inns
(“the posada™), represented by
different doors in the church.
Mary and Joseph and the group
gathered with them will sing a
traditional song back and forth
with the crowd on the other side
of the door. The procession goes
from posada to posada as Mary
and Joseph are turned away
from the inn. At the final posa-
da, Mary and Joseph are finally
letin.

* Simbang Gabi isaFilipino Cath-
olic tradition of a series of nine
masses leading up to Christmas.
During the Mass people will be
in procession with star-shaped
lanterns, which represent the
star that guided the three wise-
men to Bethlehem to see the
child Jesus in the Manger.

* Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival
of Lights, commemorates the
Maccabean recapture and reded-
ication of the Jerusalem temple.
Believers light an eight-candle
menorah and come together for
special readings and singing.

As an organization that welcomes
members of all religions, it is im-
portant that our Lecturer’s programs
reflect the diverse backgrounds of
our brothers and sisters.

As we enter the new year, it is a
great time to reflect on goals. New
Year’s resolutions as a Grange are
a great way for our members to
work together toward a common
goal. This is a good topic to discuss
during your Lecturer’s program.
Keep in mind the goals for your
building, fund raising goals, com-
munity service ideas, and ways you
can bring in new members.

A new year also often brings new
officers to your Grange. This is a
great opportunity to refresh your
membership in the various jobs of
each office. If your Grange does
not attend an installation, reading
through the installation included in
your Grange manual during your
Lecturer’s program is one way to
remind everyone of what their job
entails.

Example for the office of Lecturer,
“Brother (Sister), to you is assigned
the important duty of leading in the
literary program the educational
work of the Grange. To this end you
will be prepared at all regular meet-
ings, as time will permit, with a list
of exercises, consisting of essays,
discussions, readings, and music,
to be responded to by the members.
Especially urge and encourage the
young and the diffident to become
writers, readers, and speakers in
Grange meetings, and thus devel-
op and direct to greater usefulness
the latent abilities for your fellow
members.”

Wishing you all a wonderful holi-
day season!

Six Little Stories With Lots of
Meaning

1. Once all villagers decided to
pray for rain. On the day of
prayer, all the people gath-
ered but only one boy came
with an umbrella. That is
faith.

2. When you throw babies in the
air, they laugh because they
know you will catch them.
That is trust.

3. Every night we go to bed
without any assurance of be-
ing alive the next morning,
but still we set alarms to wake
up. That is hope.

4. We plan big things for tomor-
row in spite of zero knowl-
edge of the future. That is
confidence.

5. We see the world suffering,
but still, we get married and
have children. That is love.

6. On an old man’s shirt was
written a sentence “l am not
80 years old; | am sweet 16
with 64 years of experience.”
That is attitude.
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Cookie Trupp

The Chaplain’s Corner

truppcookie@gmail.com
Chaplain - Oregon State Grange

The Agricultural Report

June Colony

grassjune@hotmail.com
Agriculture Director - Oregon State Grange

While reading my morning devo-
tions, there was an excerpt that stood
out to me that conveys a profound
message, and | wanted to share it
with you, my fellow Grange Mem-
bers. | hope that it will help all to
remember to “breathe,” “relax,” and
“focus” on what the holiday season
really means to each one of us.

“During the holiday season it’s easy
to become bombarded with all the
things we don’t have. As the world
seeks material gain, it can be easy
to feel overwhelmed that we must
provide everyone with the perfect
Christmas experience. We need to
buy the perfect gifts, make the per-
fect meal, plan the perfect memo-
ries, and decorate beautifully on top
of everything else.

This year take a deep breath, let

all that go, and find the freedom in
being content with what we have.
Truly, this time of year we can be
content because God is near. Let
that draw us closer to him in thanks-
giving while the rest of the world is
constantly striving for more. Cel-
ebrate the simple and miraculous
gift of Christ’s birth with a quiet
heart and a thankful spirit. Instead
of drowning in comparison, dwell
today on what is truly valuable and
eternal—the loving kindness of
Christ and his ability to redeem all
that is lost.”

“Be Still and Be Blessed”
by Natasha Marcellus

Be content with what you have, be-
cause God has said, “Never will
I leave you, never will I forsake
you.” Hebrews 13:5 NIV

Alicia Allen
Lorane #54

Hank Anderson
Salmon River #516

John Berg
Elkhorn #908

Judy Black
Sandlake #546

Wayne Bollenbaugh
Ada #570

Jon Chambers
Fruitdale #379

Pat Fines
Columbia #867

Dennis Gollihugh
Lorane #54

Robert (Rob) Guttridge
Springwater #263

In Memoriam

Seen through the eyes of Faith,
we remember our Brothers and Sisters

they have only gone on before us through
the gates of the Grange above,
where dwells the Great Master of us all.

Irene Harnack
Roxy Ann #792

Richard Keller
Beavercreek #276

John Myers
Spray #940

Gwen Oaks
Bellview #759

Richard Olson
Sixes #856

Kimberly Petersen
Sauvies Island #840

Jack Rule
Boulevard #389

Phil Sincerbox
Creswell #496

David Stubbs
Central #360

not as ones dead,

It is time to plan and execute an
agriculture-oriented event at your
Grange. This could feature garden-
ing, livestock management, pasture
management, orchard establishment
and care, small fruits, fertilization,
pest control, or farm finance plan-
ning.

Your classes can feature articles,
books, lectures, or videos that are
available for free online. Ask your
extension agent about a program
they may be able to present. Take a
field trip to a participating farm or
home garden. Be sure to give the
participants an opportunity to get
their hands dirty.

Take plenty of pictures, and then
create an explanatory display.
Bring that display to our 2025 State

R e g A

Fort Rock Grange #758, Lake
County held their annual Tri Tip
Beef Dinner and Pie Auction on
October 26". 60 plus people at-
tended buying meals to eat at the
Grange hall during the pie auction
or took them to go. Music for the
dinner was provided by Oregon
State Grange Musician, Linda Wet-
zell. Mike House, President of Fort
Rock Grange and Ryan Fivecoat,
Auctioneer, sold more than 35 pies.

Between the meal, the pie auction,
and the raffle baskets the Grange
cleared $1785. Proceeds from the
event help fund the operations and
community programs of the Grange.
It was a very successful fundraiser
for this small Grange.

Fort Rock Holds Tri-Tip Dinner and Auction

Grange Agriculture Committee
contest. Be prepared to give a pre-
sentation to the judges, and perhaps
your Grange can win generous cash
prizes while also inspiring other
community Granges to start their
own programs!

As part of our Generations Project
program, the South Fork Grange
#605 has been hosting varied class-
es for our community. Not only
does it inform our community of
new skills, but we also have new
members as a result of these events.
This winter we will be teaching
about soils, nutrients, and compost-

You are welcome to contact me for
further details and suggestions of
events for this new contest.

ner.

L-r: Sue Warmington, Hallie Nel son, and Jana Kittridge serving the din-
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Community Service
Involvement

Elizabeth ““Liz”” Dehne

dehneej@msn.com
OSG Community Service/Involvement Director

November is a month for giving
THANKS for the community all
around us. Also, we honor our Vet-
erans by having a free breakfast or
dinner, presenting them with Quilt
of Valor or participating in the Vet-
erans Day Parade in your area. We
give thanks that we are able to do
good for our Grange, fellow Grang-
ers and Communities around us.
Thank you, Grangers.

December is the month that we are
in the spirit of giving. Look around
our communities and reach out to
help those that are in need. Putting
together food boxes, clothes collec-
tions or providing a warm place are
just a few of the things that we can
do to make the lives of our fellow
humans a little bit better. And don’t
forget to make Christmas cards for
the shut ins, retirement homes, and
assisted living facilities.

Community Service for 2024-
2025: Planning should be underway
on your Grange’s activities. Re-
member you can reach out to other
groups on a project to magnify the
impact. Keeping track of who helps
and their hours is also important.
And don’t forget to take pictures of

your activities.

State Community Service Proj-
ect: This year we are asking Grang-
es to collect ground coffee to bring
to the 2025 State Convention. This
coffee will be distributed to Veter-
ans facilities around the state.

Distinguished: It is nice to hear
when someone or group is singled
out as ‘Distinguished. The Nation-
al Grange’s Distinguished Grange
program not only recognizes Sub-
ordinate/Community Granges, but
for 2024-25 will also recognize Po-
monas. Take a look at what your Po-
mona is doing and take a look at the
application on the National website.
You might find that what you are
doing qualifies your Pomona for the
award. This is in addition to the Or-
egon State Grange’s Honor Grange
program. Some of the activities can
be used for both applications. Now
is the time to be looking at both
programs so
you  know
what items
you will
need to keep
information
about.

Lowell Holds Monthly Breakfast

The Lowell Grange #745, Lane
County, holds breakfast on the first
Sunday of each month from 8am to
11am. Just about anything you want
is on the menu for the price of a do-
nation. Over 100 people show up to
socialize and eat a good breakfast at
their November breakfast.

Lowell is a growing Grange now
with over 50 members. Fifteen of
their members helped with cooking
and serving breakfast along with ten
or so local volunteers. They usually
clear about $800 to $1000.

e i

45 cars, tractors and motorcycles were entered in the Springwater Grange
car show during their community fair.

Grange

Springwater

December 2024/January 2025 9

Holds

Community Fair and Car Show-

Community members and Grang-
ers entered their produce, canning,
photography, crafts and more at
the 102" annual Springwater Com-
munity Fair put on by Springwater
Grange #263, Clackamas County.
Held every year on the third Satur-
day in September, this mostly free
event attracts Grangers and com-
munity members from around the
area.

Activities during the day included
Cornhole, a scavenger hunt, tie dy-
ing, the ever-popular cake walk and
other craft activities.

As part of the fair, the 2nd annual
Car Show with Tractors and Mo-
torcycles, too, was held with 45
entries. The car show was a bene-
fit for the Estacada Food Bank and
the Grange. Entry fees were $10 per
displayed vehicle and prizes were
awarded to the winning entries. All
awards were handcrafted by local
artisan and Grange member Vernon
Souders.

Refreshments were available for
purchase including the prize-win-

Above: Tie dying was one of the
activities during the fair. Below:
Community members and Grangers
entered their produce, floweres and
crafis at the fair.

ning ples BBQ hamburgers and
hotdogs were also served.

The event was very successful with
$391.50 raised for the food bank
along with nonperishable donations
that were dropped off at their tent.

Pictured I-r: Ruth George, Lowell Community Service Chairman, visits
with Mary Lambert who was enjoying the breakfast, along with Lowell s
Secretary Lonna Bennett.

Above: The kitchen crew was busy prepping and serving breakfast at Low-
ell Grange.

Grange Master John DeHaas wzth Food Bank representatives along wzth
Car Show chairman Kathleen Souders and award designer Vernon Soud-
ers presented a check of $391.50 for the Estacada Food Bank.

Mohawk Mckenzie Grange Held
Swiss Steak Dlnner In November

Mark Noah was the chief chef for
the Swiss Steak held by Mohawk
McKenzie Grange #747 in Lane
County on Saturday evening No-
vember 2. Dinner included swiss
steak with gravy, mashed potatoes,
green beans, and a roll along with
a choice of apple or pumpkin pie.

Dinner music was provided by a
local band playing country music.
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The Education Committee
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Deaf Awareness and
Family Health

Lilly Anderson
lillyinemeraldcity@gmail.com

Lyle Utt
Lyle.Utt@gmail.com

OSG Deaf Awareness and Family Health Director

OSG Education Director

Stopthe Stigma: Part Two-Whatisthe
stigma surrounding mental health?

Hello again and welcome back to
our discussion about the stigma of
mental health disorders. Last time,
we defined different types of men-
tal health disorders and steps we
can take to try to protect our mental
health. Today we will look closer
at the stigma that surrounds mental
health.

More than 50% of the people with
mental health disorders don’t re-
ceive the help they need. Everyday,
people avoid or delay seeking treat-
ment due to concerns that it might
affect their relationships, their sta-
tus in society and their employment
and livelihood.* People with mental
health disorders are frequently mar-
ginalized and discriminated against
in a variety of ways. The cause be-
hind these actions is the stigma asso-
ciated with mental health disorders.
Stigmas usually stem from a lack of
understanding or fear. The effects of
stigma can be subtle or obvious, but
it causes harm either way.?

Researchers have classified three
different types of mental health
stigma:

(1) Public stigma: which involves
negative or discriminatory at-
titudes that others have against
mental health disorders.

(2) Self-stigma: which refers to
the negative feelings, atti-
tudes and internalized shame
that people with mental health
disorders experience.

(3) Structural stigma: a systemic
form involving government
and private organization pol-
icies and regulations that in-
tentionally or unintentionally
limit opportunities for people
with mental health disorders.
This includes fewer men-
tal health services relative to
other types of health care ser-
vices.!

These stigmas affect not only those
with mental health disorders, but
also their family members.z Stigma
and discrimination can create a bar-
rier to treatment, worsen symptoms
and decrease the likelihood of re-
maining in treatment. Just a few of
the effects of mental health stigma-
tization are:

e Reduced hope
Reluctance to seek help
Social isolation
Lower self esteem
Increased psychiatric symp-
toms
Increased difficulties at work
Bullying and physical vio-
lence or harassment?

Research has also revealed that the
stigma that surrounds mental health
disorders is universal. A 2016 study
concluded that there is no country,
society or culture where people with
mental health issues have the same
societal value as those who do not.?
Research indicates that knowing or
having contact with someone with
lived experience with mental health
issues is one of the best ways to
reduce stigma. Individuals sharing
their stories can be very powerful.*

So, if we know this about ourselves,
what can we do to stop this cycle?
There are certain actions we can
take to help reduce mental health
stigma, including:

o Talking openly about mental
health.

e Educate yourself and others.
Respond to misperceptions
with facts and experience.

e Be conscious of language,
words can be very triggering.

e Show compassion.

e Act like a champion for men-
tal health services.

e Choose empowerment over
shame for yourself and others.

Also, here are some conversation
do’s and don’ts that may help:*

Do Say

e “Thanks for opening up to
me.”

o “Is there anything | can do to
help?”

o “I'msorry to hear that. It must
be tough.”

e “I'm here for you when you
need me.”

« “l can’t imagine what you’re
going through.”
o “People do get better.”
“Oh man, that sucks.”
“Can | drive you to an ap-
pointment?”
« “How are you feeling today?”
o “lloveyou.”
Don’t Say
o “Itcould be worse.”
o “Just deal with it.”
e “Snap out of it.”
e« “Everyone feels that way
sometimes.”
« “You may have brought this
on yourself.”
“We’ve all been there.”
e« “You’ve got to pull yourself
together.”
o “Maybe try thinking happier
thoughts.”

One way your Deaf Awareness &
Family Health is working to help
our members access information
is the development of a mental
health fair that can be implemented

Some school districts, in an attempt
to save money, because material
adoption is close to one million dol-
lars, will put off material adoptions
but still has to adopt the new stan-
dard.

The school districts are always re-
viewing a revised Standard for ma-
terials.

These are the steps in adopting a
new standard for materials and in-
struction

. Year 1) revision of standard

Year 2) evaluation of teaching
materials that support
the new standard and
evaluation of standard by
school districts.
purchase of materials
by school districts. and
implementation of new
standards.

Year 3)

The Oregon Department of Educa-
tion has a 7-year rotating schedule
as follows:

Social Sciences

24-25 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

25-26 evaluation of materials.
PE, the Arts, World Language

25-26 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

26-27 evaluation of materials.
Language Arts

26-27 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

27-28 evaluation of materials.
English Language Proficiency

27-28 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

28-29 evaluation of materials.
Math

28-29 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

29-30 evaluation of materials.
Science

29-30 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

30-31 evaluation of materials.
Health/PE

30-31 revision of standard (in-

cluding public comment)

31-31 evaluation of materials.

December 31

January 15

January 31

March 1 Deadline

May 15-18, 2025
Montana

June 21-26, 2025
A\

Upcoming Dates/Deadlines

Oregon State Grange Foundation - “Kitty Thomas
Hearing Impaired Fund Re-imbursement” request
deadline. Send to the state office.

Donations to the Foundation's 30 for 30 Fund must
arrive in the State Grange office by December 31st.

Subordinate/Community and Pomona Grange
officers information due to the State Grange office

4th Quarter Reports due to the State Grange office.
for
applications. Must be postmarked by March 1 or
if emailing, completed application must arrive by
March 1 at the State Grange office.

Western Regional Conference

Oregon State Grange Convention
District 4 — Corbett Grade School - Corbett, Oregon/

first 2025 Matching Grant

on a Pomona, County or individu-
al Grange level. On February 22,
2025, we will hold our prototype
Mental Health Fair for the Grange
at Winona Grange #271 in Tualatin,
Oregon. The planning steps devel-
oped for this event will be further
refined to create a template that any
of our Granges can use to hold a
mental health fair in their area, re-
flecting their local resources. Look
for more information in our next
issue!
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Final Call for donations to the $30
for 30 Fund. In January 2023 we
started the $30 for 30 Fund as a way
to celebrate the 30th Anniversary
of the Oregon State Grange Foun-
dation and raise funds for the new
Malcolm Trupp Memorial Vocation
Scholarship. This special fundrais-
er will end on December 31, 2024,
which marks the 30th year since our
tax-exempt status was granted by
the Internal revenue Service and we
formally became a 501c3 charitable
organization.

Looking ahead to 2025, we hope
to award the first Malcolm Trupp
memorial scholarship at our annual
meeting in June along with the other
three scholarships we give: Muzzy
Mandel Memorial, Lousie Holst
Memorial, and the Mary Ramm
Memorial. If you have students in
your Grange or your Grange mem-
bers have students in their families,
check out the scholarships we offer.

Remember that all donations to the
Oregon State Grange Foundation

for the 2024 must be postmarked by
December 31, 2024.

Seasons Greeting and Best Wishes
for a Prosperous New Year from
the Board of Trustees of the Oregon
State Grange Foundation.

a ? #-i_ . )
1/ 7 Frodbeye,
community
rewards g

Where shopping & phving unds
Benefits the
Oregon State Grange
Foundation
www.fredmeyer.com/

account/communityre-
wards/

Add/update the Community
Organization on your account
information page to Oregon
State Grange Foundation -
\ FM650 )

|r $30 for 30 Fund Donations

Name of donor

|
| Address

] City

State Zip

Dedication of Donation if desired

I In memory of

| In honor of

I Make checks payable to the Oregon State Grange Foundation

1 n STATE g
o g

Oregon State Grange Foundation
643 Union Street, NE
Salem OR 97301

Mail to:

L: Judges Al Brown and Midge Clause tasting the Chili.

GWA

Susan Noah

susannoah6@gmail.com

1 OSG Grange Workers Activities Director

I’m writing my column from the
National Grange convention in
Bettendorf lowa this month. We ar-
rived on Saturday night in order to
start with the Executive Committee
meeting on Sunday afternoon, but
still had a few hours to do a little
sightseeing and to get reacquainted
with all our Grange friends!

It’s times like this that reminds me
why | love this organization. Get-
ting together with friends from all
over the United States and hear-
ing about their lives over the past
twelve months brings into focus the
word family. We all have different
lives, different backgrounds, etc.,
but in our hearts, we are all brothers
and sisters.

I am hopeful of bringing back some
new ideas for the Oregon GWA pro-
gram from my time here this week.
The showcase has many ideas and
examples of the handiwork from
other states and just the chance to
exchange ideas is a real benefit that
I intend to take advantage of.

As for our own GWA contests, you
should expect to see a new contest
guide in your mailbox early in 2025.
I mentioned a few new GWA con-
tests in the last Bulletin issue but |
believe we will have even more!
Constructed garments in the cro-
cheted or knitted categories will be
new this year, and we will have four
new honey categories as well. We
are also revamping the entry forms
to make them easier to complete,
and plan on having them online so

<al

you can complete one prior to the
convention.

As the holidays approach, the GWA
committee urges each Grange to cel-
ebrate with your members, as well
as consider some projects that gets-
the Grange members involved with
their community. My own Grange
always adopts a family through the
Hope and Safety Alliance (a domes-
tic abuse non-profit) and has a lot
of fun making sure that these fami-
lies have a good Christmas holiday.
And for those holiday parties, why
not try cookie decorating as a fun
pastime and hone your skills to get
ready for the new cookie decorating
contest?

The spirit of this season is some-
thing that we hope can keep with
your Grange and your members
throughout the year. As the new year
dawns, pledge to make 2025 one of
the best Grange years you have ever
had. Work to make your Grange a
true community center and encour-
age your members to reach out to
friends and neighbors to grow the
Grange. Sometimes we forget just
what a good organization we belong
to. We help individuals to develop
better social and civic skills and we
work to build leaders in all that we
do. So, join with me and the GWA
committee in our efforts to make
2025 a premier year for the Grange
in Oregon! I’m looking forward to
seeing you at our conferences next
year and in the meantime please let
me wish you a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

13

Wolf Creek Holds Chili Cook-off

Saturday, October 26, Wolf Creek
Grange #596, Union County, had a
Chili Cook-off and Feed, a drawing,
and an afternoon of card playing. It
was great fun!

Glenda Carter donated a journal for
a free drawing for all who came. Al
Brown won it and was so proud,
as he stated “I never win anything.
Would you take a picture so | can
prove to my wife | really won?” -
-which of course, the Grange was
happy to do.

Wolf Creek member Cecelia Love-
ly won for the best chili.

Above: Al Brown, winner of the
drawing for the journal.
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Barlow Gate Grange Updates Electrical

™

Redmond

Concrete Raised

The hall of Redmond Grange #812
in Deschutes County had settling/
water erosion issues that caused the
exterior concrete to sink a couple
inches. This made the hall no lon-
ger ADA compliant. They received
a $1616.40 matching grant in the
fall of 2022 to repair the damage.

Above: before
o

Lookingglass Grange #927 in Doug-
las County, received an OSG grant
of $5000 in the spring 2023 for inte-
rior and exterior projects including,
painting, and new ADA doors. Inte-
rior work included new blinds, floor
refinishing and a history hall. The
exterior of the hall got a new coat of
blue paint with white trim and ADA
compliant doors were added to the
front of the hall.

Grange

Lookingglass mproves Lot

Barlow Gate Grange #157, Wasco
County, received a $1000 grant in
the fall of 2022 from the Oregon
State Grange to add two lighted exit
emergency signs in their basement,
hard wired smoke detectors in the
basement, along with wired smoke/
CO2 detectors in the main hall.

One of the surprising results of the
project is that, even in the light of
day, the new lighted exit signs are in-
credibly visible and do exactly what
they are meant to do: provide safe
exit for anyone within the building,
whether they are in the small dining
area, the main hall or downstairs
where two restrooms are located.

Hall Gets
at Front Entry

The Grange hired TerraFirma, a
company that specialized in foun-
dation, crawl space and concrete re-
pair. They raised the concrete by the
front door so it was again level and
Grange members redirected the rain
gutters so there will be no problems
in the future.

- = =

ks and Safety

Because the Grange raised more
funds than anticipated, new fold-
ing chairs were purchased. Ev-
eryone loves them, and their feet
do not scratch the floors!

Overall, the project gave the
Grange a cleaner, more desirable
look and they are able to charge
more for rentals.

Above: the new Dining Room exte-
rior doors.

Live Oak Adds New

Doors and More

Live Oak Grange 655, Jackson
County, received a $5000 grant
from the Oregon State Grange in
Spring of 2022 to facilitate remov-
ing asbestos shakes, painting ex-
posed wood, replacing entry doors,
replacing cover over the deck and
repaint windowsills. In the interior
they added wainscotting, sheet rock,
wood trim and paint or wallpaper.

The initial budget for the projects
was $14,500 but the project end-
ed up costing $23,667 because the
Grange chose to remove addition-
al asbestos shakes and painted two
additional exterior walls. They
also added new
panic bars and clos-
ing mechanisms
to the new doors.

Lefi:  the interi-
or view of the new
Ballroom  exterior
doors.

Oregon State Grange Makes
Loans to Community Granges

Does your Grange have an imme-
diate need and cannot wait for the
next grant opportunity or is the
project bigger than grant funds are
available for? Maybe a loan is in
order.

The State Grange has money avail-
able to loan to Subordinate/Com-
munity Granges for needed hall
improvements. Some of this mon-
ey was made available by a dona-
tion to the State Grange by Sher-
wood Grange in memory of Marcel
"Muzzy" Mandel. Other monies are
available from the Reverted Grange
Fund per the State Grange by-laws.
Interest charged by the State Grange
is currently set at 5%. The below
criteria must be followed when sub-
mitting a request.

Any loan to a Subordinate Grange
must be approved by the Oregon
State Grange Executive Committee.
Granges submitting a request must
include the following:

e Complete minutes of your
regular meeting, with a quo-
rum present, where the re-
quest was approved by your
members.

e One year’s worth of complete
income and expenses for the
Grange.

o Copies of bank statements for

same time period as income
& expense report.

e Plan for repayment

e Payment plan requested -
Monthly or Quarterly

e Statement of need

e Amount requested

e Supporting documents for
amount requested - bids, pur-
chase orders, breakdown of
costs

The State Grange Executive Com-
mittee will try to accommodate as
many loans as possible, but the cur-
rent investment policy states that
that there will be no more than 15%
of the invested funds in loans to
Subordinate Granges and this will
be taken into account when review-
ing the loan application. Approved
loans will require the signature of
the Master/President and Secretary,
and Grange seal on a Promissory
Note payable to the State Grange,
and a lien will be filed against the
Grange property.

Once a loan is approved, it will not
be funded until the State Grange
is provided with current bids, pur-
chase orders or copies of paid bills.

Questions may be addressed to the
State President at (503) 316-0106 or
emailed to president@orgrange.org



Oregon State Grange - www.orgrange.org

December 2024/January 2025 g

Oregon State Grange Grant Recipients

Williams

Williams Grange #399 in Jose-
phine County, received an Ore-
gon State Grange grant of $1229
in March of 2023 to renovate five
rooms including painting old wood
floors, walls, ceilings, (Approx-
imately 500 sq. fi.) in and around
the “performance stage,” eliminate
rodent and bat urine odors/stains,
remove storage items, vacuum,
wash, caulk, and spackle.

Renovates

Results of the work funded by the
grant were clean organized rooms
that no longer smell like mice and
bats. With these improved areas
around the stage, it is more appeal-
ing to artists, residents, and Grange
members.

In Grange fashion they celebrated
the completion of the project with
a potluck.

Harding Grange Renovates Landscape

Harding Grange #122, Clackamas
County, received an OSG grant of
$5000 for tree trimming, cleanup of
parking lot and addition of gravel,
and general landscape maintenance.

Work was done on the large Big
Leaf Maples in front yard. A pro-
fessional tree service cut limbs and
shaped the trees and volunteers
hauled the branches to the burn
pile for burning. The existing park-
ing lot was weedwacked a couple
of times to help kill the weeds and
grass and sprayed twice to removed
weeds before the new gravel was
laid. Then the gravel was delivered
and spread.

The existing flower bed around the
well house got a replacement plant-
er box and relandscaped with size
appropriate plants and irrigation
was added to three locations com-
ing out of the well. Barkdust was
added to completed bed.

In the front yard close to the road
there was one exceptionally large
overgrown holly bush and other
landscape plants that needed to be
removed and/or trimmed back to
improve the look and visibility of
the Grange hall.

The Grange hall now looks cared
for and welcoming.

Ten Granges Receive Grants

During the Fall

2024 Cycle

During the October 27, 2024 Oregon State Grange Executive Committee
meeting the following grants were approved. They totaled $38,989.43 to

ten Granges.

Camas Valley Grange #521
Chetco Grange #765

Eagle Point Grange #664
Lake Creek Grange #697
Multnomah Grange #71
Netel Grange #410
Redmond Grange #812
Quincy Grange #321
Spencer Creek Grange #855
Willamette Grange #52

Douglas Co. $5000
Curry Co. $5000
Jackson Co. $5000
Jackson Co. $5000
Multnomah Co. $800
Clatsop Co. $1844.93
Deschutes Co. $4497.50
Columbia Co. $1847
Lane Co. $5000
Benton Co. $5000

Rooms

Make

to

Above: Area behind the stage needed cleaning up and repaired.

Space

Usable

L: Side doors lead to stairs and up to the five rooms.

Oregon
Matching

The Oregon State Grange Matching
Grant Program awards grants of up
to $5000 to Oregon Subordinate/
Community Granges. Applications
are accepted January 1 through
March 1 for grants that will be
awarded before June 30, and July
1 through September 1 for grants
that will be awarded before Decem-
ber 31. The work is to be completed
within one year of the date the grant
is awarded.

The By-Laws of the National Grange
and the Oregon State Grange require
that assets from a Dormant Grange
must be held in trust by the State
Grange for a period of not less than
seven years for the purpose of reor-
ganization of that Grange. Should
it not be possible in that seven-year
period to reorganize that Grange,
the Oregon State Grange By-Laws
require that those assets pass into
another restricted fund and can only
be used for specific purposes as de-
scribed in section 4.17.6 of the Or-
egon State Grange By-Laws. The
Matching Grant Program falls with-
in those guidelines and the grants to
Community/Subordinate ~ Granges
come from that fund.

The Executive Committee of the
Oregon State Grange believes that
helping existing Granges, and by
extension their Grange communi-
ties, is the best possible way to use
the assets and honor the memory of
former Granges.

The program has several objectives:
1) To allow Subordinate/Com-
munity Granges to access
needed funds for hall im-
provements.

2) To give the Grange a better
standing in the neighbor-
hood.

3) To encourage members to

State
Grant

Grange
Program

work toward the betterment
of their Grange hall.

In carrying out these objectives this
program is set up with a couple of
specific goals:

1) That the money granted be in
the form of a "matching grant"
to engage the entire member-
ship of the applying Grange.

2) That the purpose of the grant,
first and foremost, be to en-
hance the appearance and/or
improve the functionality and
raise the profile of the Grange
in the community.

3) Priority will be given to projects
that address outward appear-
ance of hall and functionality.

In order to grow and thrive, Grang-
es must constantly be taking in new
members and must be seen as a vital
part of the community. Encourag-
ing prospective members to join an
organization whose hall is in dis-
repair is not an easy task, but with
a generally smaller membership
in many Granges, as well as aging
buildings, this has become a reality.

By making these funds available to
Subordinate/Community  Granges
for the purpose of hall improvement
this should accomplish two things:
1) Give the Grange a better out-
side appearance to the com-
munity.
2) Help with recruitment of new
members.

These funds can help with these two
goals but the Subordinate/Commu-
nity Grange membership must also
be engaged to make that happen,
thus the reason for the "matching"
grant. The Grange must be willing
to match the funds received with
either dollars, in-kind donations or
volunteer labor.
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Oregon Junior Grangers

Vickie Thorp

vickiethorp@yahoo.com

0SG Junior Director Ll

Bl

The year has gone by so fast. It
seems like just last week we were at
the State Fair for the Log Cabin and
celebrating all things Summer. Now
Autumn is roaring by. As this heads
to press, Halloween and Veterans’
Day have passed, National Grange
starts, and Thanksgiving is only a
couple of weeks away.

All of these occasions are provid-
ing opportunities to show our local
communities and fellow brothers
and sisters how each Grange can
have such a positive impact in their
area. Thoughts of reaching out to
those less fortunate and donating
to worthy causes become prevalent
during the upcoming holiday sea-
son.

Junior Grangers want to be a part of
making a difference too. Ask them
to help in your booths at craft fairs.
It’s a wonderful way for them to
learn about business and put their
math skills to work. Kids are great
icebreakers to get the public inter-
ested in not only the items we are
offering for sale but also in what the
Grange is about.

If your Grange isn’t participating in
craft/holiday fairs, plan a time for
creating handmade cards to distrib-
ute to care homes, hospitals, shel-
ters, or veterans’ programs. The ju-
niors in my Grange love the chance
to use their imaginations and cre-
ative talents. However, they all
express how wonderful the actual
experience is of getting to present
their creations to the intended recip-

ient,and seeing how it makes that
person’s day is the best part.

It only takes about 15 to 20 minutes
to deliver the cards, and the mem-
ories for both the receiver and the
giver last for a long time after.

There are plenty of times all year
long to make contact with these
same folks, so keep them in mind
as your Grange looks to plan activ-
ities for 2025.

There is a program at the Nation-
al Grange level for Junior Grang-
ers to be recognized for their work
on Community Service Projects.
These projects can be done on their
own or with their sponsor Grange.
The hope is that by highlighting
the Community Service activity of
what a Junior Granger is doing in
their community it will pique the
interest of children in the same age
group and their families to want to
become a part of our Grange fami-
ly. This program has an October 1st
deadline for submission, so there
is plenty of time to plan and com-
plete a Community Service Project
not only during the Holidays, but
throughout the rest of the year.

Please contact me with any ques-
tions or for more information.

More information regarding new
State Grange contests for Juniors
and a Junior Camp will be coming
soon!

Have a Blessed Holiday Season.

o o (0] 0

Goldson's 4-H/FFA Award

Goldson Grange #868, Lane County,
awarded scholarships to two worthy
applicants as a way to support agri-
culture. The Grange was founded on
agriculture and farmers helping each
other, getting better legislation and
prices for their crops. We wanted to
support the youth in our area who
are doing just that.

In the 5-12 age group the recipi-
ent was Ruth Ann Schultz, age 12
and a student at Fern Ridge Middle
School, and a 1+ Junior member of
Goldson Grange. Ruthie lives on
a farm with horses, dogs, ducks,
chickens, turkeys, rabbits, and guin-
ea pigs. She is no stranger to farm
and animal chores and was eager to
purchase some lambs to compete in
4-H. Inspired by her grandfather and
mom, she was taught at an early age
to care for sheep, even learning how
to sheer them!

Naturally, Ruthie decided on lambs
to show in 4-H. After purchasing
the lambs for $250 each at about
10 weeks old, she begins dedicat-
ing herself to the care of them. Ruth
purchases two lambs — one for mar-
ket class and one for breeding class
which she used in showmanship.
She tells us it is important to have
two in case something happens to
her market lamb, then she has back
up. She chose each one based on its
nature. “In showmanship it mostly
depends on how I’m doing with the
lamb. In market and breeding, it’s all
about the lamb and how it looks.”

In prep for showing them, Ruth be-
gins by washing and sheering them.
When she buys the lambs, they
weigh about 70-80 Ibs., which is re-
corded. Then at fair it’s between 120
to 150. They weigh them in and tag
them in April and then again at the
fair, which this year was at the end
of July. Ruth’s weighed in at 145 Ibs.
for market and 135 for breeding. She
sold the breeding lamb and that prof-
it went to her college fund.

In the 13-18 age group the winner
was Natalie Lawson, age 16 and a
studentat Junction City High School.
When asked why Natalie chose
sheep, she replied, “Originally, | was
going to do swine. We didn’t know
there was a 4-H group for sheep in
our area, luckily my mom found

Program

Ruth Ann Schultz

one. Our farm is set up for sheep,
so | transferred clubs. | wanted to
do 4-H because it would help with
college, and | would get more expe-
rience in agriculture. Since we own
a farm, that I will inherit one day;, it’s
good to get the experience.”

Taking on two lambs while having
the responsibility of daily life isareal
commitment. Her dad said, “Natalie
has to spend every day working with
them - after school, after homework,
after chores; it takes dedication.” He
told her, “I promise if you stick with
it, it will pay off.” And it did! She
sold the lambs, won the Showman-
ship contest, and put the money into
her college fund.

She wants to go to Lane Community
College majoring in culinary arts and
business. Then transfer to Cascade
Culinary Institute at Central Oregon
Community College to finish her ed-
ucation which offers a traveling pro-
gram that goes to Europe and other
places around the world.

Both girls wrote great essays for
this year’s scholarship and are look-

Natalie Lawson

L: Audri Brown, 1+ Junior member
of Forest Grove Grange in Wash-
ington County, helped the GROW
Club serve ice cream toppings at
the California State Grange con-
vention.
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L-r: Receiving their awards for longevity are Christy Flowers, Lee Sukraw,

and Larry Flowers.

Midland Grange Honors Members

At their meeting in October, Mid-
land Grange #781, Klamath County,
presented longevity awards to three
of their members. Lee Sukraw was
awarded a sixty-year seal, Christy
Flowers received her fifty-year Gold-
en Sheaf certificate from the National
Grange and Larry Flowers received
his twenty-five-year Silver Star cer-
tificate. Congratulations to all.

Midland would like all their Grange
friends to know that at their No-

vember 9", 2024, meeting, a mo-
tion was made to surrender their
charter to the Oregon State Grange.
They followed all Grange protocol
for closing and it was a unanimous
decision. Grangers will continue to
see familiar Midland members at
functions. They may be giving up
Midland Grange but are not giving
up all the wonderful friendships
made through the years. Midland
Grange #781 said “Good-Bye” and
rapped the gavel for the last time.

GROW Club

“Go Right On Working™

Mark Noah

OSG GROW Club President
marknoah00@gmail.com

L-r: Oregon Grangers set up for the ice cream social. Mark Noah, Carol
Fine, John Fine, Marilyn Reiher, Stacy Brown, Audri Brown, Susan Noah
and wrestling with the cherries Jim Clute. Missing from the photo was

Margaret Clute.

Oregon GROW Clubs Serves Ice Cream

at the California

The Oregon State Grange GROW
Club was invited to take their ice
cream social to the California State
Grange convention held in Wood-
land, California.  On Saturday,
September 28, club members and
friends serve it as the feast follow-
ing the exemplification of the Sixth
Degree.  Oregon State Grange
Steward Phil VanBuren won the
bid on an ice cream social at Ore-
gon’s State Convention in June and
gifted his social to the Brother Joe
Stefenoni and the California State
Grange.

State Convention

— — —

California Grangers enjoyed the
ice cream social for the feast fol-
lowing the Sixth Degree.

Membership Matters

Jay Sexton

pawpawsexton@gmail.com
OSG Membership Director

As | mentioned in the last column,
I have hit the road to connect with
family. | write this in Dayton, Ohio
after driving across the country in
my electric Chevy Bolt. | have vis-
ited with a friend and a son in the
Carolinas, my Mom (90" birthday)
and sister on Cape Cod, my dad, and
his wife in southwestern New York
State. In a few days | will meet my
wife Toni, off the train in Chicago,
visit more family and then head to
the National Grange Convention in
lowa. By the end of the trip, | will
have driven 9000 miles and been on
the road for 55 days.

One of the things | have done on my
trip, through many strong Grange
states, is ask people | encounter if
they know what Grange is. | have
yet to meet a stranger who knew the
answer. This is a problem.

I think | would have had better luck
in Oregon, but we should not rest on
our imagined laurels. The future of
Grange depends on our promoting
our existence, our activities, and en-
couraging membership.

The first step I call Promotion. This
involves making our neighbors and
communities aware of our existence.
Make sure you have a good profes-
sional-looking sign identifying your
hall. Publicize the existence of your
Grange in local events, media, gath-
erings, parades, newsletters, email
lists, chambers of commerce, local
fairs, and any other opportunity to
show your community you have a
Grange. This step is not primarily
“explaining” Grange — it is just illu-
minating your existence. Whenever
you can, include a phone number
or email so people can contact the
Grange for information.

The next step is Community Engage-
ment. This can take several forms.
Advertising the availability of your
hall for rentals is one. Participate in
local events by having a Grange ta-
ble, offer to host other organizations
events at your hall - such as a dog
adoption, a community safety work-
shop with the fire department, a CPR
class, or an entertainment dance
class, or musical performance. Bring
new people into the hall. Show them
that you participate and support your
community.

I do not recommend holding a
“Grange Open House” — as a stand-
alone event. | think it is intimidating
to people who know little of Grange.
I highly recommend a free fami-
ly friendly event of interest to your
local community. Examples are a
Blueberry Celebration, a Pie Auc-
tion, a Bingo Night, a concert of lo-
cal performers, but every communi-
ty may have special opportunities or
interests which a Grange could host.

At any Grange event there should be
a table, off to the side, with Grange
information and your friendliest
Grange member who can answer
questions. At the table there should
be a small handout that gives Grange
contact information, meeting day/
time, and annual membership dues.
I strongly encourage a sign that
says, “Our membership goal for
2025 is ## members.” The number
should be ambitious. A Grange with
20 members should strive for 45 by
the end of the year. The member-
ship goal sign is a soft way to start
a conversation. Many will ask “How
many do you have now?”, “Who can
join?”, “What does it cost to join?”
This gives your friendly Granger at
the table the chance to converse.

If someone asks, why should | join
the Grange, you can answer that a
strong and growing membership
helps the Grange in applying for
grants, raising donations, and hav-
ing community events; that new
members can help by imagining new
ways the Grange can have relevant
events for their community.

Many Granges have received the
“What is a Grange” sign to display
in your hall. Learn the two sentence
answer it spells out. Avoid saying
Grange is a farm organization. This
works against our recruiting mem-
bers — few people identify as farm-
ers, and we are much more a com-
munity group than an agricultural
group.

In future columns I will talk about
the next steps in strengthening your
Grange membership. These steps are
constant recruitment, and engage-
ment and encouragement of new
members.

Now it is time for me to get back on
the road

GRANGE MEMBERSHIP MAY CAUSE

PERSONAL HAPPINESS AND
COMMUNITY PRIDE
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Government Affairs

John DeHaas
lobbyist@orgrange.org
Lobbyist for the Oregon State Grange

Subject: Lobbying the State of Oregon for
funds to help our farmers and make sure
there is farming, and farmers in the future.

Hello Grangers,

It has been remarkably busy with
lobbying. The Oregon Agricultural
Trust approached us to help them
lobby the State of Oregon to add
funds to help them advocate for
farming and farmers. Below is the
summary of letter we sent.

We are writing to express our ded-
icated support for the allocation of
$17.3 million to the Oregon Agricul-
tural Heritage Program (OAHP) in
the upcoming 2025 Oregon Legisla-
tive Session. The OAHP is vital for
securing a 2:1 federal match through
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), which protects our
essential ranches and farmlands,
critical for agricultural production
and natural resource conservation.

The Oregon State Grange, dedi-
cated to supporting farmers and
preserving agricultural lands, high-
lights the OAHP’s importance for
several reasons:

The requested funding is crucial, as
it supports four grant programs that
have identified 25 potential conser-
vation projects needing this invest-
ment, which would protect over
38,000 acres of land while leverag-
ing $32.5 million in federal funds.

The OAHP enhances Oregon’s
competitiveness for federal fund-
ing and plays a vital role in climate
change mitigation. However, it has
only received funding in two of
the last seven years, while 27 oth-
er states successfully implement
matching programs for working
lands conservation.

We appreciate your past support for
the OAHP and strongly encourage
you to allocate full funding as you
set budget priorities for the 2025
biennium. Thank you for your con-
sideration.

Members, if you wish to help, con-
tact the Oregon State Ways and
Means with emails and letters to

help the spread the word on this
matter. Here is their contact infor-
mation:

e It enables farmers to access
land equity without selling
portions of their farms.

e The program is voluntary,
helping farmers boost produc-
tivity while conserving land
and habitats.

e It provides essential technical
assistance for adapting to cli-
mate change and implement-
ing sustainable practices.

e It facilitates intergenerational
farm transfers, ensuring the con-
tinuity of farming operations.

e It enjoys broad support from

Co-Chair, Lieber
Sen.KateLieber@oregonlegis-
lature.gov

Co-Chair Sanchez
Rep.TawnaSanchez@oregon-
legislature.gov

Legislative Fiscal Office
Oregon State Capitol
503-986-1828
900 Court St. NE, Room H-178,

industry stakeholders and bi- Salem OR 97301
partisan backing in the legis-
lature. Happy Trails

———

[

All Grangers are invited

OSG Legislative Forum Zoom Meeting

When: Wednesday, December 11 @ 7 pm PDT
Wednesday January 22 @ 7 pm PDT
Where: Zoom

The OSG Legislative Committee will lead a discussion on current legisla-
tive issues, ballot measures and Grange resolution developing.

Contact:

.

Legislative Director Mark Noah for login information
marknoah00@gmail.com

J

- . .

Oregon State Grange Convention Housing

June 21-26, 2025 - Corbett
Hotels - Motels
Name & Address Uaice Rate before tux Break fast
1o school
(Comfort Inn Troutdale - Portland East 6.6 miles 2 Queen 5134 Yes
B66-994-4583 2 Double $134
1000 NW Graham Road 1 King 5134
Troutdale, OR. 97060
www.choicchotels.com
Holiday Inn Express Portland East/Columbia Gorge 6.6 miles King 8155 Yes
477 NW Phoenix Drive 2 Queens $178
Troutdale, OR, 97060
http:/HolidayInn Troutdale. guestreservations.com
Motel 6-Troutdale, OR - Portland East T miles 1 Full $72.99 No
S03-665-2254 1 Queen 77.99
1610 North West Frontage Road 2 Full $82.99
Troutdale, OR. 97060
[wiww.motel6.com
Test Western Cascade Inn & Suites 1 King $189 Yes
SO3-491-9700 2 Queen S189
23525 NE Halsey Street 8.3 miles 1 Queen $179
Wood Village, OR
www bestwestern.com
MeMenamins Edgefield 8.8 miles Queen S 187 No
2126 SW Halsey St King S19%
Troutdale, OR 97060 2 Queen 5222
(503) 669-8610 Family 5317
[https:/www.memenamins. com/edgefield
(Qruality Inn Gresham 10 miles 1 Queen $112 Yes
2752 Northeast Hogan Drive 2 Queen 107
Cir . OR 1 King 5101
503) 907-1777
[hitps:www.choiceholels.com
RV & Tent CAMPING
Name & Address Wisie Rate before tax Notes
1o school

(Crown Point RY Park B miles Call for rate Tents
37000 E Historic Columbia River Hwy RVs
[Carbett, OR 97019
503-695-5207
Sandy Riverfront RV Resort 7 miles Riverfromt $75 RVs
1097 E Historic Columbin River Hwy, Creckside $69.75  must be 2014
[[routdale. OR 97060 Pull Thru $63.25 o newer
503-665-6722
sandvrv. com
Portland Fairview RV Park 10 miles  Reserve online
21401 NE Sandy Blvd,
Fairview, OR 97024
503- 661-1047
h ils.com
Adnsworth State Park 15.4 miles Online Reservations
SOT00 E Historic Columbia River Highway Tent sites
[Corbett. OR 97019
BO0-551-6949
[stateparks. oregon. gov
There also some short-term vacations rentals available in the area through www.vrbo.com,
www.airbnh.com or others.

DIStriCt 4 Welcomes YOU continued from page 1

Falls, Multnomah Falls, Triple Falls,
Horsetail Falls and Ainsworth. The
Waterfall Trolley is wheelchair ac-
cessible.

The sales booth address, parking lot
and guest loading address is 36901
E. Historic Columbia River High-
way, Corbett, Oregon 97019. The
trolleys depart from this address.
For more information, schedules
and reservations contact: www.wa-
terfalltrolley.com.

Visiting Multnomah Falls

All visitors to Multnomah Falls and
Lodge and viewing areas arriving
by private vehicle via I-84 will need
a timed use permit. This timed per-
mit does not reserve or guarantee
you a parking space in any parking
lot. If you arrive on one of the tours
or via the Waterfall Trolley you will
not need a permit and your entry to
the Falls and Lodge can be at any
time during the day.
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tor of LoveOne food pantry and Redland Grange, Joyce Parker, Pomo-
na Master; Don Kingsborough, Pomona Community Service Chairman;
Maggie Edwards and Jim Dumolt, both of Clarkes Grange; represented
Clackamas County Pomona at the Do Good Multnomah Banquet.

Clackamas Pomona Recognized for
Their Support of the Veterans Village

Clackamas County Pomona Grange
was honored with a special award
at the 9th annual Do Good Mult-
nomah Veterans Benefit. Do Good
Multnomah operates the Clackamas
County Veterans Village: A Transi-
tional Shelter Community for Vet-
erans, which was opened in July
2018. The village has twenty-nine
individual sleeping pods for veter-
ans to live in while they transition
from homelessness to having a se-
cure place to live.

At the October 2017 Clackamas
County Pomona Grange meeting,
Sonja Fisher, a Clackamas County
Commissioner and Emily Klepper,
Senior Commission Policy advisor
spoke to the Pomona Grange about
the need for housing for homeless
veterans in Clackamas County.
They talked about the proposed Vet-
erans Transitional Shelter and en-
couraged Granges to get involved.
At that meeting a resolution titled
“Adequate Housing for Veterans,”
which supported the concept of the
transitional village, was adopted by
the Pomona Grange.

At the October 2018 meeting of
Clackamas County Pomona Grange,
the Grange officially adopted the
Clackamas County Veterans Village
as their community service project.
The first project at the village was
the installation of the flagpole.

Since that time Granges in Clack-
amas County have continued to be
actively involved in the Veterans
Village. In the spring 2019, Maple-
wood and Warner Granges built a
horseshoe pit at the village. Clark-
es Grange serves a monthly dinner
at the village on the 3rd Sunday
of each month. For the last couple
of years, Steve Leitz, a member
of Springwater Grange and owner
of Baskins Robbins Ice Cream in
Gladstone has donated cream ice
for these dinners.

In 2020, life-size cut outs of a sol-

dier, sentry dog and a Thank You
Vets sign was made and donated to
the village by Bud and Leila Du-
molt of Beavercreek Grange.

Yearly the Pomona celebrates
Grange month at the April Pomo-
na meeting, with Granges from
throughout ~ Clackamas  County
bringing toiletries, paper towels,
toilet paper, individual snack items
and more to the meeting, and then
they are taken by Don Kingsbor-
ough, Pomona Community Service
Chairman and other Grangers to the
village.

In 2024 the Pomona added the col-
lection of food from LoveOne, Inc,
which has a distribution site at Red-
land Grange each Thursday, and de-
livers it to the village.

This project of the Clackamas Po-
mona Grange has involved all six-
teen of the Granges in the County
and the Grangers are honored to be
able to give back to Veterans for all
they have done.

Above - District 4 Your Chairman
Beanna Hays-McKay talks with Or-
egon State Grange Flora Jessie Jo
Guttridge after they worked on the
breakfast.

Right - I-r: Clarkes young adult
members JC Junkman and Jim J
Dumolt along with other Clarkes
members were busy in the kitchen.

\Veterans

Patrick Dearth

soudad21@gmail.com
Oregon State Grange Veterans Director

December is here and Veterans Day
has come and gone. Many, many
veterans events happened around
our Oregon Grange world. Some
events were rained out.

I, myself, attended two events here
in Lane County. The first was Gold-
son Grange’s annual Veterans Day
breakfast of blueberry pancakes,
sausage links, scrambled eggs, cof-
fee, and orange juice. The event was
well attended and it seems everyone
was enjoying themselves.

The second event was at Trian-
gle Lake Grange. This event was
a great Veterans Day event and
the whole community turned out.
They had a school assembly that

performed music and kids gave the
veterans gifts of cards and a hat pin.
| spoke to about 200 people about
Grange and our great support to our
veterans.

Moving forward soon it will be a
new year and new agendas at your
Granges. | would just ask that you
have one or two events for the vet-
erans. Breakfast, dinner or collect-
ing clothing to donate to vets.

We are looking into Quilts of Valor
and who is being put up for the quilts.

I would like to thank all the Grang-
es for your great support to our
veterans and continuing support
throughout the year to come.

UPCOMING POMONA GRANGE MEETINGS
Pomona Secretaries are to send in meeting information to the Bulletin Editor as soon as date,
time, and location are determined and/or changed.
Pomona Date Time Meeting Place
Baker #24 Feb 1 10:30 AM Eagle Valley Grange)
Benton #36 Jan 18 10:30 AM Marys River Grange|
Clackamas #1 Jan 25 9:30 AM Redland Grange|
Columbia #18 Feb 1 10:00 AM Beaver Homes Grange
Deschutes #25 Feb 8 11:30 AM TBA
Douglas #13 Jan 19 6:00 PM Riversdale Grange
Josephine #20 Mar 29 10:00 AM Fruitdale Grange
Lane #14 Jan 11 10:00 AM Irving Grange|
Lincoln #10 Feb 15 10:30 AM TBA
Linn #12 Jan 11 10:00 AM Morning Star Grange|
Polk #3 Jan 9 6:00 PM TBA
Tillamook #9 TBA
\Wallowa #22 Jan 18 5:30 PM TBA|
\Washington-Yamhill #2 Jan 18 10:00 AM Leedy Grange)
JC Junkman Selected as Oregon

Outstanding Young Adult/Young Patron

At the 2023 National Grange con-
vention, it was announced by the
National Grange Youth Director
that there would be no Ambassa-
dor/Young Patron competition at
the National Grange convention for
those over the age of 25 in 2024.
This was a change from the previ-
ous age of 35, so several Oregon
young adults, now over the age of
25, were no longer eligible to par-
ticipate in the National Grange
Horizon Leadership Program.

Then in the June 28, 2024 issue of
Grange Today it was announced
since some states had selected their

Young  Pa-
trons (YP)
prior to the
announce-
ment, YPs
would be al-
lowed to com-
pete through
age 35 for this
year only.

JC Junkman, who had just turned
32, decided to take advantage of
this opportunity, applied, and was
selected as Oregon’s Outstanding
Young Adult and attended National
Convention representing Oregon.

Clarkes Grange Helps Youth Travel

On Sunday November 3 Clarkes
Grange #261, Clackamas Coun-
ty hosted a benefit breakfast for
Grange Youth Travel. Proceeds

from the breakfast will help youth
and young adults travel to regional
and National Grange events.
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OSG Executive

President Sonny Hays-Eberts called
the meeting to order at 10:40am.
Members present included Vice
President Steve Kroeker, Secretary
Sarah Jenkins, Executive Commit-
tee members Vicki High, Susan
Noah, and Joyce Parker.

Meeting minutes from May 19"
were reviewed and approved as cor-
rected with the title changing from
agenda to minutes. Minutes from
the final day of the State Conven-
tion, June 20™, 2024 were reviewed.
Minutes were approved as correct-
ed with a change in spelling of Son-
ny’s last name to Hays-Eberts.

Financial Reports
» Loan and membership re-

ports were reviewed. Several
Granges have paid off their
loans in the last few months.
A few are struggling with late
payments and have been in
contact with the office. Mem-
bership reports are not com-
plete due to the timing for
quarterly reports that were
due just a few days ago. We
are still reporting a net posi-
tive membership growth since
the first of the year.

» Scott Barker with Barker
Wealth Management provided
his report on the Oregon State
Grange investments. He went
over economic conditions and
forecasts. Year to date OSG
investments have gained over
6%. We have a CD maturing
at the end of September, just
a week after the Fed’s next
meeting. We’ll need to decide
regarding those funds then
when we know more about
market conditions.

o Vicki moved to transfer
the full balance from the
Vanguard Total Interna-
tional Bond Index into
the T Rowe Price Global
Multi-Sector Bond fund.
Susan seconded and the
motion carried.

Presidents Report

Sonny provided an update on sev-
eral members and Granges that he
has been working with over the last
month.

Lunch break from 12:30 to 1:00pm.

Old Business

» Capital Mall Veteran Memori-
al — Don and Jay need to coor-
dinate the sizing for the stone
memorial and bronze plaque.

» Heritage Grant from State
Historic Preservation Office.
Relicura is meeting with Jay
on Aug 8 for the document
preservation.

» Twelve Granges in Oregon
will celebrate their 150th an-
niversary this year. The office
staff will work on the requests
to National Grange for the
plaques and create a banner/

Committee Meeting Minutes - August 4, 2024

>

certificate.

Office staff update. Natalie
Rogers as communications
specialist was hired on May
15", Sonny met with her on
July 16" and they are work-
ing on several projects to use
more digital communications
to promote the Grange. Other
office associate position was
posted on Indeed, but not act-
ed upon promptly. Sonny will
look at re-posting in Septem-
ber. Assistant Office Manager
role Steve is assuming more
duties and meeting with Suzy
each week. The President’s
goal is to reduce required time
in the office.

o Vicki moved to add
Steve to the Visa ac-
count with a $2500 card
limit. Joyce seconded
and the motion carried.
Steve abstained from
the vote.

OSG back office is still vacant
as there has been limited in-
terest in the lease.

Water Heater and kitchen fau-
cet were replaced at the OSG
office.

Triangle Grange Property
Correction there is no update
since last meeting. Blachly
School District Surveying (we
are paying half). Will meet af-
terward to discuss any chang-
es of lines.

Grange property sales update:
Lexington was just placed on
the market with realtor Chris
Sykes. Vale is listed by realtor
Danielle Jennings. The pri-
or offer on Vale fell through,
the realtor suggests listing at
$205,000. Upper Applegate
will be listed by Martin Mc-
Clure. Itis critical that Grang-
es are always listed on a com-
mercial form and to perform
due diligence regarding zon-
ing.

Russellville Grange property
continues to be a struggle due
to vandalism. Jill Rowland
is the realtor. There are liens
from the city of Portland that
the OSG attorney is working
on and then we will work to
sell as soon as possible.

0 Susan moved to clean
up Russellville Grange
property, clean up de-
bris, fix fence, and oth-
er necessary projects
not to exceed $10,000.
Sarah seconded and the
motion carried.

Brownsmead Grange has sev-
eral potential members inter-
ested in joining the Grange.

Rickreall Grange is still hav-
ing water and sewer issues.

Grange grants. Sonny per-
formed research on prior
grants to Granges and found
that two Granges never re-
ceived funds for their ap-
proved projects. Eagle Creek

>

Grange is ready to complete
their roof project, so the funds
are being sent to them. Scotts
Mills Grange has had a change
in members. They will discuss
if they want to continue with
the proposed project.

2024 Grange visits have been
going well. The office will
check on reports from volun-
teers and work to ensure that
all Granges get a visit this
year.

New Business

Western Star Grange near
Tangent was recently reor-
ganized. They received the
$1,000 from the OSG that is
provided to support reorganiz-
ing Granges.

The Oregon State Fair is com-
ing up in a few weeks. Jim
Dumolt is working with Son-
ny to gather volunteers. Mari-
lyn will be signing her recent
Grange book, and the office
staff is working on a video.
Sonny and Herman met to
discuss technological needs
for data storage and backups,
which should be a few hun-
dred dollars. They will work
to make minor adjustments
and use funds in the office
equipment budget.

Sonny discovered that there
are several Granges that are
listed on the Secretary of State
unclaimed property website.
We have attempted to collect
some of these in the past. He
may pursue these when time
allows.

Hwy 22 Storage — new own-
ership, rate increase coming
9/1 from $124 to $154. Sonny
may look at other storage op-
tions.

APaychex representative gave
a demo of electronic times re-
cordkeeping. Sonny did not
think that it was needed at this
time. It is recommended that
he meet with Paychex regard-
ing the account to understand
all capabilities and options.
Sonny shared that he has a
soundboard and amp that they
are not using.

Sound at Oregon State Grange
Convention was discussed.
We have some equipment
owned by the OSG,

0 Susan moved that we
send David $420 to cov-
er his camping with ac-
knowledgment that this
is a one-time exception
to pay more than the
previously agreed upon
rate. Going forward we
will provide $750 com-
pensation to the person
managing sound, as has
been given for the last
several years. Vicki sec-
onded and the motion
carried 3-1.

0 Susan moved that we

purchase the sound
equipment from Son-
ny, if the price is under
$1,000. Vicki seconded
and the motion carried.

» Myrtle Grange — a letter was

sent to former members.
There has not been interest in
reorganizing.

o Susan moved that we
put  Myrtle  Grange
property on the market.
Steve seconded and the
motion carried.

Charity Grange went dormant
in 2018. It’s located in Linn
County east of Harrisburg.
Sonny and Jay picked up the
Charter and other items from
the hall.

o Steve moved to sell
Charity Grange. Susan
seconded and the mo-
tion carried.

The Sutherlin/Kellogg con-
solidation proposal was dis-
cussed. The by-laws state that
both Granges must have voted
for the consolidation at their
own meetings, notified mem-
bers, and provided documen-
tation to the State Grange.

o0 Joyce moved to deny the
consolidation  request
of Sutherlin Communi-
ty Grange and Kellogg
Grange until the require-
ments of the by-laws for
consolidations have been
completed. Sarah sec-
onded. Sarah moved to
amend by changing the
word “deny” to “post-
pone”. Steve seconded
the amendment and it
carried. The motion to
amend carried 4-1. Su-
san moved to amend by
adding that if the docu-
ments are presented to
the State President to
their satisfaction that we
proceed to the consol-
idation. Vicki second-
ed and the amendment
carried. The motion, as
amended, carried 4-1.

» Dixie Mountain is behind on

their dues and has not been
meeting. President Sonny de-
clared the Grange as dormant.
A member of the communi-
ty is interested in potentially
reorganizing the Grange. Jay
will work with them to set an
open house with the commu-
nity.

Email marketing. Natalie, the
communications  specialist
provided a proposal for email
marketing.

o Sarah moved that we
move forward with set-
ting up a bulk email cli-
ent for marketing and
communications to the
membership. Vicki sec-
onded and the motion
carried.

continued on page 15
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OSG EC Minutes - September 25, 2024

Oregon State Grange President
Sonny Hays-Eberts called the zoom
web conference meeting to order.
Members present were Steve Kro-
eker, Susan Noah, Vickie High,
Joyce Parker, and Sarah Jenkins.

At the August 4™ 2024 Executive
Committee Meeting our financial
advisor, Scott Barker, mentioned
that we have a CD for $150,000
that matures on September 30",
2024. Due to recent changes in in-
terest rates offered, Scott suggest-
ed via email that we reinvest the
proceeds to two longer term bond
funds. Scott’s recommendation is to
withdraw the funds from the CD at
maturity and put some in the exist-
ing Dodge and Cox bond fund and
incorporate a new fund — PIMCO
Long-term Credit Bond (PTCIX).

e Vickie moved to go with
Scott’s suggestion regarding
the maturing CD of $150,000.
Susan seconded the motion.
The motion carried.

Harding Grange submitted a loan
request for $15,000 to repair dam-
age from a broken pipe in the ceil-
ing. Payments will be $159.10 for
10 years at 5%, starting in January
2025.

e Steve moved to approve the
loan to Harding Grange. Vick-
ie seconded the motion, and it
carried. Joyce abstained.

President Sonny said that his spouse
Judy is not able to attend National
Grange with him. He suggested that
Jay Sexton, past President, be the

second delegate.

e Joyce Parker moved that Jay
Sexton serve as the second
delegate at the 2024 National
Grange Session. Vickie sec-
onded, and the motion car-
ried.

Chetco Grange submitted a grant
application based on a deadline of
September 15" that was published
on our website, but the deadline on
forms mailed to Granges is Septem-
ber 1%. Additionally the Silverton
Grange returned their grant funds
from spring because their project
and membership has changed. If
Silverton’s funds are added back to
the annual budget of $70,000 then
that provides $42,338 for the fall
round of grants. The grant com-
mittee is currently reviewing the
applications submitted by the Sep-
tember 1% deadline and will have
recommendations to the Executive
Committee in October.

e Susan moved to accept the
funds back from Silverton
Grange and move it to the
Fall 2024 grant budget. Sar-
ah seconded, and the motion
carried.

e Susan moved that we allow
the Chetco Grange grant ap-
plication to be considered
by the grant committee in
the fall 2024 grant cycle.
Joyce seconded, and the
motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 4:50pm

Sarah Jenkins, Secretary

State Grange
Lot Marked

October 14", OSG Vice President
Steve Kroeker marked the spac-

I

OSG EC Minutes

Aspecial meeting of the Oregon State
Grange Executive Committee was
called to order via Zoom by Presi-
dent Sonny Hays- Eberts at 5:30 pm.
Members present: Vice President
Steve Koeker, Susan Noah, Vickie
High, and Joyce Parker.

Agenda
1. Lexington hall offer.
2. New employee wage struc-
ture
3. Request to use Mt. Vernon
Hall from Mennonite church.

Lexington Grange Hall
We have an offer on the hall of

$14,000. Discussed possible issues
with the well and septic.

e It was moved by Susan, sec-
onded by Steve to counter
the offer with a sale price
of $30,000. Motion passed
unanimously.

New Employee

A new employee has been hired.
She will start on October 15, 2024.
Steve will be doing the onboarding
for this new hire.

Office Parking
for  Grangers

es in the parking lot as Reserved.
Over the last year there have been
more problems with people who
are not Grangers or Grange of-
fice visitors parking in the lot.

The spaces are reserved not only for
the State Grange staff but all Grang-
ersand guests visiting the state office.

Additionally, earlier in the year
the on-street parking in front of
the office building was removed
and turned into a bike lane so all
visitors to the State Grange of-
fice now need to park in the lot
on the east side of the office.

- October 3, 2024

Mennonite Church — Mt Vernon

Grange Hall

Sonny has received a request from

the local Mennonite Church to use

the former Mt Vernon Grange Hall

for services.

¢ Following discussion, it was

moved by Vickie to pursues
the options of allowing the
Mennonite church to rent the
former Grange hall. Sonny
will talk with local real estate
agents about the value of the
hall and will make sure that
Grange signage is removed.
Motion passed unanimously.

Sonny reported that Dan Keeley
has agreed to watch over the former
Fairfield Grange Hall.

Next meeting is Sunday October
27" at 9:00 am

Meeting adjourned at 6:09 pm
Fraternally submitted,

Joyce E Parker
OSG EC Position #2

OSG Executive Committee Meeting Minutes - August 4, 2024 continued

» GRAIL grant with Three
Arches submitted an opportu-
nity for a grant to use for the
Grange. Sonny will submit to
see what we might get.

» Marilyn completed a By-
laws update from changes
at the last State Convention.
They will be posted on the
website and mailed out to all
Granges. Sonny will appoint
a committee to look through
the by-laws for any additional
edits that may be required to
remain current and compliant
with National Grange.

» Ag in the Classroom Dinner
and Auction is coming up on
Saturday October 26™. We
agreed via email to be a spon-
sor at their fundraiser dinner.
Sonny is going to meet with
the new director of Ag in the
Classroom to see how our two

organizations can help one
another.

» Employee Handbook revi-
sions proposed were sent to
Executive Committee mem-
bers in May.

o Susan moved that the
employee handbook be
reviewed by the OSG

Attorney, Kate. Vicki
seconded and the mo-
tion carried.

» Leadership conference. Son-
ny is putting together a group
to host leadership conferences
in several locations in Ore-
gon.

» Oregon State Grange bank
account at Umpqua Bank. We
need to change the signers on
the bank accounts since our
election of officers at the state
convention in June 2024.

o Sarah moved to change

the signers on the bank
accounts at Umpqua
Bank to include Presi-
dent Sonny Hays-Eberts,
Secretary Sarah Jenkins,
Treasurer Linda Helm,
and Executive Commit-
tee Member Joyce Park-
er. Vicki seconded and
the motion carried.

Email Decisions — The follow-
ing items were approved via email
since our last meeting.

0 Steve moved to approve
all decisions made by
email. Vicki seconded
and the motion carried.
Joyce abstained from
the vote since she was
not on the committee at
the time.

» Water Heater and faucet re-
placement at the OSG office

» Bylaws 3.8.1(b) consolidation
from Marilyn; not done previ-
ously

» Ag in Classroom Table/Spon-
sorship for $500.00

» Sauvie Island matching grant
for $5,000 that was acciden-
tally left off the reports.

» Belleview Custodial funds
request of $30,000 for their
roof.

Next Meetings:

October 27" Sunday at 9am.
January 18" Saturday at 9am.
March 29" Saturday at 9am.

Other events:

State Fair is Aug 26-Sep 2
California State Session is Sep 26-30
National Grange is Nov 12-16.

The meeting adjourned at 5:15pm.
Sarah Jenkins, Secretary
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Goldson Enjoys Pomona Pumpkin Contest
TI’U n k or Treat Clackamas Pomona Grange #1 held

their annual pumpkin contest at their
Everyone at Goldson Grange #868,

4" Quarter meeting on October 26
Lane County, enjoyed the annual

at Springwater Grange. Prizes were
Trunk or Treat festivities, Sunday, awarded for Best Carved, Best Dec-
October 27, It was a day of on and

orated, and Smallest. There were no
off rain, so at first attendance was entries in the Biggest category.
down, but soon the superheroes,

princesses, ghouls and goblins made
their way to the waiting trunks of
yummy goodies.

* Best Carved by Shirley Gilman
of Redland Grange.

« Best Decorated by Joyce Parker
of Springwater Grange with a

. Cousin Itt in eclipse glasses.

.+ Smallest was a two inch Baby

Boo pumpkin grown by Suzy

Ramm of Springwater Grange

Inside the children were delighted
by additional snacks and drinks and
games to play for a chance to win
fun prizes. Lots of smiles warmed
the Grange members hearts. Goldson
Grange loves this annual event and Above: A little Princess enjoyed the
the neighbors it brings to their door. ~ Trunk or Treat at Goldson Grange.

Below: Superheroes, ghouls and goblins check out their yummy goodies.

Springwater Grange Halloween
Party For the Whole Family

Springwater Grange #263, Clacka- .,|

mas County, held their community !
Halloween party on Saturday, Oc- )
tober 26. There were activities for
the whole family, with the Grange
providing snacks, beverages, and
candy for the kids.

The costume parade was held and
the children went Trick or Treating
at the adults around the room with
candy. Ghost Bowling and pump-
kin tic-tac-toe were popular games
along the dessert walk for baked
goods.

Above: Little Prin-
y cesses playig ghost
Holiday Craft Bazaar 2024 bowling.
Dec. 13th & 14th 10-4pm
Left: Pumpkin tic-
tac-toe was played
with  little orange
and vyellow pump-
kins.

Lunch served 11 1o 2pm

38794 Morningstar Rd NE

Albany Or, 97321

b

Info:541-220-3033

i Your Name: Moving? Let Us Know.
Old Address: New Address:
City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip:
Email: Phone:

Grange Name/Number:

Please provide name of any Subordinate/Community Grange office/
Committee Chairman positions currently held.

Mail to: Oregon State Grange
643 Union St NE
Salem OR 97301-2462
gbulletin@orgrange.org




