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Resolutions Approved at the 2017 State Convention 
 
Thirty eight resolutions were adopted to re-affirm policies in the Oregon State Grange 
Legislative Policies handbook that were scheduled to sunset.  These resolutions have neither 
Whereases nor Resolveds.  Each statement is a separate bullet. Their titles correspond to 
section headings in the handbook. 

Agriculture (AG) 

AG #5:  Active Support for Ending Neonicotinoid Use by General Public 

 
Whereas: At least one of every three bites of our food is because of pollination services 

provided by honey bees, native bees, and other pollinators; and 

Whereas: The economic benefit from pollination services to Oregon agriculture is more 
than $600 million annually; and 

Whereas: 85% of the plants we see around us are pollinated by insects, including trees, 
shrubs and other flowering plants in our landscapes; and 

Whereas: The Oregon State Grange recognizes the critical importance of pollinator species 
for our agriculture, economy, and ecosystem, and supports policies that ensure 
healthy pollinator species; and 

Whereas: Five of the seven neonicotinoids are among the most widely sold pesticides in 
the US and are the active ingredients in common garden and lawn products in 
retail outlets and garden centers: lmidacloprid, Thiamethoxam, Clothianidin, 
Acetamiprid, and Dinotefuran; and 

Whereas: Neonicotinoids are systemic pesticides, which means the insecticide is 
incorporated into every part of a plant and cannot be washed off; and 

Whereas: Pollen and nectar of treated plants are toxic to bees and other pollinators. 
Studies have found neonicotinoids in beeswax and propolis inside honey bee 
hives, affecting subsequent generations; and 

Whereas: Studies show that even sub-lethal doses of neonicotinoids have short- and long- 
term impacts on bees and other pollinators; bird populations are declining as a 
result of exposure to neonicotinoids; and 

Whereas: Neonicotinoids are extremely persistent and can remain active in soil and water 
for up to a decade; and 

Whereas: Applications of neonicotinoids to lawns, gardens and trees result in 
neonicotinoids entering creeks and wetlands through runoff, leaching, and drift. 
Neonicotinoids are being found in our nations' waterways and drinking water.  
Therefore be it 

Resolved: Neonicotinoids be available only to certified and licensed applicators.  
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By-Laws (BL) 

BL #2:  Update Deaf Awareness/Family Health Committee Name 

Whereas:  Deaf Awareness/Family Health is recognized as a committee of the Oregon 
State Grange; and 

Whereas: The By-laws of the Oregon State Grange are inconsistent on the committee 
name, using both Deaf Activities and Deaf Awareness in describing it; and 

Whereas: The work of the committee is to foster awareness and consideration of the needs 
of deaf and hard of hearing people, but not generally to provide deaf activities.  
Therefore be it 

Resolved: Oregon State Grange change “Deaf Activities” to “Deaf Awareness” in the 
following sections: 

 1.13.10(d)(2) 
1.15.1(a) 
1.15.5 
3.8.3 
4.15.2 

BL #3:  Election Board for Preferential Election 

Whereas:  The election board for the Preferential Election for the Oregon State Grange 
officers requires "six Pomona Masters and other members as needed"; and  

Whereas:  There are often not enough current Pomona Masters available to fill the 
requirements, especially since those that have been nominated for State office 
cannot serve on the election board.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: Article 1 Section 9, Preferential Election 1.9.1 be changed to read: 

“Not later than April 1 of the year in which a Preferential Election is to be held as 
herein provided, the Master of the Oregon State Grange shall appoint an 
Election Board, consisting of six Pomona Masters, Past Pomona Masters, County 
Deputies, and/or past state officers and other members as needed. The Board 
shall canvass the reported ballots of Preferential Election and report its findings to 
the State Master. “ 

BL #4:  Nomination Deadlines for State Officers 

Whereas: Currently nominations for state office must happen in January; and 

Whereas: They must be reported to the state office by February 5 and printed in the 
February Bulletin; and  

Whereas: Many Subordinate/Community Granges miss either their December or January 
meeting because of weather; and 

Whereas: The February Bulletin is scheduled to go to print no later than February 1st.  
Therefore be it 

Resolved:  Article 1 Section 8, Officer Nominations 1.8.1 (a) be changed to read: 
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“At any regular meeting in November or December of odd years or January of 
even years, Subordinate/ Community Granges may, by majority vote, present 
the names of members to become candidates for the offices of the Oregon 
State Grange. The names of such members must be presented by a minimum of 
one Subordinate/Community Grange before their names can be entered on the 
Preferential Election ballot.”  And be it further 

Resolved: Article 1 Section 8, Officer Nominations 1.8.1 (c) be changed to read: “The 
names presented shall be filed by mail or electronic means with the State Office 
not later than 5:00 p.m. January 25. Results of the nominations listing all members 
receiving one or more nominations and the Granges from which they were 
received shall be published in the February issue of the Grange Bulletin.” 

BL #5:  Life Membership Minimum Fee 

Whereas: The current minimum fee for a Life Membership is $250.00; and  

Whereas: It has been that price for many, many years; and 

Whereas:  The interest return amount does not come close to paying the minimum annual 
dues of $45.00; and 

Whereas: Subordinate Grange can set a higher price but most don't; and  

Whereas: As a State Grange we are charged with taking care of our subordinate chapters 
and by not setting a reasonable price for a life membership, the delegate body 
is setting up the Subordinate Granges to fail financially. Therefore be it  

Resolved:  The Oregon State Grange raise the minimum fee for a Life Membership to ten 
times the minimum annual dues and rewrite Article 4, Section 7.2 Life 
Membership of the By-laws to read: 

(a) The minimum fee for a Life Membership for a current member shall not be less 
than ten times the minimum annual dues.  A Grange may increase the minimum 
fee charged for such Life Memberships by making a provision in its by-Laws. 

BL #6:  Life Membership Interest Returns 

Whereas: The OSG Life Membership interest payments are now sent back to each 
Subordinate/Community Grange; and  

Whereas: The Subordinate/Community Grange deposits the check in the bank.  That is if 
the check has not been lost in the mail causing Oregon State Grange to pay for 
stop payment on the check and issue new one; and  

Whereas: The Subordinate/Community Grange then writes a check for its quarterly dues 
back to Oregon State Grange.  Therefore be it  

Resolved:  The Oregon State Grange shall credit the interest return from the annual Life 
Membership return for each Subordinate/Community Grange from the second 
quarter report bill before being sent.  And be it further 

Resolved:    Oregon State Grange By-Laws section of Life Membership, sub-section 4.7.10 
Investment Income Return, section (a) be rewritten to read:  
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 “(a) By the fifteenth (15th) day of May the income generated by the investment 
of the Life Membership Fund be credited to the participating Subordinate/ 
Community Granges.  This income shall be paid on a pro-rata basis determined 
by the balance of the Life Membership Fund at the beginning of the previous 
year.  No later than the second quarterly report, the income generated by the 
investments of the Life Membership shall be credited against the amount of dues 
to be paid by the Subordinate/Community Grange for the second quarter.” 

BL #7:  Pomona Grange Dues 

Whereas: Several Granges in Oregon are not part of a Pomona district; and  

Whereas: The Oregon State Grange has continued to collect dues on these members for 
Pomona when no Pomona exists; and  

Whereas: The hosting of the annual Oregon State Grange convention is now assigned on a 
rotating basis to districts usually made of up of several Pomonas.  Therefore be it  

Resolved:  Article 3 (Pomona Grange) Section 4 Dues have the following added: 

 “3.4.4  If a Subordinate/Community Grange is not part of an organized Pomona 
district, then the Pomona dues collected shall be held in trust for the district that 
Grange is a member of and then forwarded to the State Grange hosting district 
that Grange is part of instead of being paid to a Pomona Grange. These funds 
shall be forwarded in February of the year that district is hosting State Grange.” 

BL #8:  State Executive Committee Members 

Whereas: Currently the elected members of the Oregon State Grange Executive 
Committee represent a district made up of specific Pomonas; and 

Whereas: Many Granges in Oregon are no longer even assigned to a Pomona Grange; 
and  

Whereas: Said Executive Committee members must reside in one of those Pomonas; and  

Whereas: Many Granges/Grangers get confused between standing committee districts 
and Executive Committee districts when nominating members for the Executive 
Committee offices; and 

Whereas: This confusion often renders their nominations invalid. Therefore be it  

Resolved: Section 8, Officer Nominations 1.8.1(b) be changed to read: 

“Nominees for the offices of Executive Committee shall be a member of a 
Grange within the counties assigned to the position and shall be nominated and 
elected by the state at large. These positions to be as follows: Position 1- Benton, 
Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson, Josephine, Lane, Lincoln, Linn, Marion, and Polk 
counties.  Position 2 -Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Hood River, Multnomah, 
Sherman, Tillamook, Wasco, Washington and Yamhill counties. Position 3 -Baker, 
Crook, Deschutes, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Jefferson, Klamath, Lake, Malheur, 
Morrow, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, and Wheeler counties. 
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BL #9:  Lower Mileage Reimbursement Rate 

Whereas: The Oregon State Grange provides a reimbursement rate of $0.40 a mile for 
those who travel on official Oregon State Grange business: and 

Whereas:   The Oregon State Grange is a non-profit volunteer organization that must closely 
monitor how funds are spent: and 

Whereas:  Automobiles are averaging 20 miles per gallon or more; the current rate of 
reimbursement of $0.40 a mile is excessive: and 

Whereas: The IRS recognizes a lower reimbursement of $0.14 per mile driven in service to 
charitable organizations starting Jan. 1, 2017: and 

Whereas: For example: a 1000 mile trip at 20 mpg would require 50 gallons of fuel at $3.00 
a gallon would equal $150.00 in fuel: and 

Whereas: The reimbursement at $0.40 a mile would be $400.00, which is more than 
needed.  Therefore be it 

Resolved:  The reimbursement rate for the Oregon State Grange be lowered to $0.30 mile 
effective July 1, 2017. 

Education (ED) 

ED #1:  Textbook ‘Get Oregonized’ for Oregon Classrooms 

Whereas: The textbook ‘Get Oregonized’ has been continually updated and is available 
through the Oregon Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) Foundation at Oregon 
State University.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange endorses textbooks in our public schools that present 
agricultural practices realistically and honestly. And be it further 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange endorses the book entitled ‘Get Oregonized’ as such a 
textbook. And be it further 

Resolved:  The Oregon State Grange Education Committee encourages local Granges to 
work with their local schools to get ‘Get Oregonized’ adopted as a textbook and 
develop guidelines/talking points for local Granges to use to accomplish this 
goal. 

ED #2:  Resolution Opposing Common Core State Standards 

Whereas:  The copyrighted (and therefore practically unchangeable) Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) are a set of controversial top-down K-12 academic standards 
that were promulgated by wealthy private interests without research-based 
evidence of validity and are developmentally inappropriate in the lowest 
grades; and 

Whereas:  As a mea ns of avoiding the U.S. Constitution's 10th Amendment prohibition 
against federal meddling in state education  policy, two unaccountable private 
trade associations (the National Governors Association [NGA] and the Council of 
Chief State School Officers [CCSSO]) have received millions of dollars in funding 
from the Gates Foundation and others to create the CCSS; and 
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Whereas:  The U.S. Department of Education improperly pressured state legislatures into 
adopting the Common Core State Standards and high-stakes standardized 
testing as a condition of competing for federal Race to the Top (RTTT) stimulus 
funds that should have been based on need; and 

Whereas:  As a result of the Oregon State Board of Education's adoption of the Common 
Core State Standards on October 28, 2010; and the Governor of Oregon is the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of Oregon; and 

Whereas:  This adoption effectively transfers control over public school curriculum from 
locally elected school boards to the unaccountable corporate interests that 
control the CCSS and who stand to profit substantially; and 

Whereas:  The Oregon State Constitution also calls for public education to be controlled by 
the State of Oregon through our Governor in her/his role as Superintendent of 
Public Instruction; and 

Whereas:  Implementation  of CCSS will cost local school districts hundreds of millions of 
dollars to pay for standardized  computer-based tests, new technology, new 
curricula and teacher training at a time when Oregon is already insufficiently 
funding K-12 basic education without proven benefit to students; and 

Whereas:  Some states have already withdrawn from CCSS. Therefore be it 

Resolved: Oregon State Grange will lobby the Governor of Oregon to withdraw from the 
CCSS and keep K-12 education student-centered and accountable to the 
people of the State of Oregon. 

ED #3:  High Stakes Testing 

Whereas: Our nation's future well-being relies on a high-quality public education system 
that prepares all students for college, careers, citizenship and lifelong learning, 
and strengthens the nation's social and economic well-being; and 

Whereas: Our nation's school systems have been spending growing amounts of time, 
money and energy on high-stakes standardized testing, in which student 
performance on standardized tests is used to make major decisions affecting 
individual students, educators and schools; and 

Whereas: The overreliance on high-stakes standardized testing in state and federal 
accountability systems is undermining educational quality and equity in U.S. 
public schools by hampering educators' efforts to focus on the broad range of 
learning experiences that promote the innovation, creativity, problem solving, 
collaboration, communication, critical thinking and deep subject-matter 
knowledge that will allow students to thrive in democracy and an increasingly 
global society and economy; and 

Whereas: It is widely recognized that standardized testing is an inadequate and often 
unreliable measure of both student learning and educator effectiveness; and 

Whereas: The over-emphasis on standardized testing has caused considerable collateral 
damage in too many schools, including narrowing the curriculum, teaching to 
the test, reducing love of learning, pushing students out of school, driving 
excellent teachers out of the profession and undermining school climate; and 
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Whereas: High-stakes standardized testing has negative effects for students from all 
backgrounds, and especially for low-income students, English language learners, 
children of color, and those with disabilities; and 

Whereas: The culture and structure of the systems in which students learn must change in 
order to foster engaging school experiences that promote joy in learning, depth 
of thought and breadth of knowledge for students.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange calls on the governor, state legislature and state 
education boards and administrators to reexamine public school accountability 
systems in this state and to develop a system based on multiple forms of 
assessment that do not require extensive standardized testing, more accurately 
reflect the broad range of student learning, and are used to support students 
and improve schools. And be it further 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange petition the National Grange to lobby the U.S. 
Congress and administration to overhaul the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (currently known as the "Every Child Succeeds Act''), reduce the 
testing mandates, promote multiple forms of evidence of student learning and 
school quality in accountability, and not mandate any fixed role for the use of 
student test scores in evaluating educators. 

ED #4:  Support for the Oregon FFA Association and Agricultural Education 

Whereas: The Oregon State Grange has long supported the FFA program in Oregon and 
agricultural education in our public schools; and 

Whereas: Subordinate/Community Granges in Oregon have long supported FFA programs; 
and 

Whereas: The voters of Oregon in 2016 voted to support vocational education; and 

Whereas: HB 2382 and SB 230 currently in the Oregon Legislature reestablish state funding 
for the Oregon FFA Association and agricultural education in Oregon schools, 
which had been completely removed from the state budget since 2011; and 

Whereas: The FFA programs in Oregon high schools provide opportunities for leadership 
development and personal growth for students not otherwise served by 
traditional education; and 

Whereas: Agriculture is still one of Oregon’s primary industries and many branches of this 
industry are unable to fill needed positions with qualified employees. Therefore 
be it 

Resolved: The Legislature continue funding the FFA Association and vocational agriculture 
programs.  And be it further 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange lobby the Oregon Legislature to include state funding 
for the Oregon FFA Association and agricultural education in Oregon schools.  

ED #5:  Schools  

 The Oregon State Grange supports higher nutritional foods and drinks in Oregon Public 
Schools.  

 We support the adoption of a closed campus structure by all school districts.  
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 The Oregon State Grange supports strong and appropriate discipline of students, after 
thorough investigation, for incidents involving threats of violence and weapons in or on the 
school grounds or buildings. 

 We seek adequate funding of our Land Grant Colleges. Also we ask the Governor of 
Oregon, and the leadership at Oregon State University, Oregon’s only Land Grant College, 
to continue positive emphasis on a curriculum for an agricultural major. 

 The Oregon State Grange seeks to require schools to notify parents or guardian of the 
absence of their child from school by noon.  

ED #6:  Subjects Taught in Schools 

 The Oregon State Grange is in favor of re-instituting a course of study that includes arts and 
music, as well as fundamentals and vocational subjects. 

 The Oregon State Grange believes that students have the right to voluntary reference to 
God, and voluntary non-sectarian prayer should be permitted in schools.  

 We favor any legislation that provides state support for vocational education, and we 
encourage federal funding for these programs. 

 The Oregon State Grange strongly supports vocational agricultural programs, and we 
oppose any reduction of agricultural science and technology programs in Oregon high 
schools. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports teaching the accomplishments and contributions of the 
Grange when presenting the history of our state and country.   

 We urge all high schools to provide Driver Education at an appropriate funding level as 
part of their educational program and will work to get legislative funding for schools that 
provide Driver Ed courses.  

ED #7:  US Flag, Anthem, and Pledge of Allegiance 

 The Oregon State Grange favors having the Pledge of Allegiance maintained as a part of 
each school day’s proceedings, and infuse the meaning of this pledge when appropriate. 

ED #8:  Saving the Criterion School Campaign 

Whereas: A founding principal of the Grange was educational opportunities for farmers 
and farm families; and  

Whereas: The Grange Declaration of Purposes states in part that “We shall advance the 
cause of education by all just means within our power”; and  

Whereas: Our state’s future well-being relies on a high -quality public education system 
that prepares all students for college, careers, citizenship and lifelong learning 
and  strengthens the nation’s social and economic well-being; and  

Whereas:  The Criterion Schoolhouse was selected to be moved 200 miles from Maupin, 
Oregon to the Oregon State Fairgrounds during  our nation’s bicentennial 
celebration in 1976, to pay tribute to Oregon public schools; and 

Whereas:  The Criterion Schoolhouse has been visited by thousands of fairgoers each year; 
and  
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Whereas: The roof of the Criterion Schoolhouse began to leak last summer causing 
damage to the ceiling and the floor; and 

Whereas: The Criterion Schoolhouse is in need of lead paint removal/repainting both inside 
and out, the ADA ramp replaced, as well as the school bell refurbished; and 

Whereas: The Oregon Retired Educators Association (OREA) has provided volunteers over 
the years to host visitors to the Criterion Schoolhouse; and  

Whereas: The OREA has created the Save the Criterion Schoolhouse Campaign to raise 
money to not only repair this building but also to create a foundation to sustain 
and enhance this symbol of lifelong leaning for the future.  Therefore be it  

Resolved:  The Oregon State Grange endorses the efforts of the Oregon Retired Educators 
Association (OREA) to repair the Criterion Schoolhouse and sustain this building 
as a symbol of and tribute to Oregon public education.  

Environment and Ecology (EE) 

EE #2:  Support for Increased Aluminum Recycling 

Whereas: The smelting of bauxite into new aluminum requires large amounts of electrical 
energy; and 

Whereas: Melting of scrap aluminum for the purpose of making it into new products can 
be done using 95% less energy; and 

Whereas: Currently only 31% of American aluminum is recycled as compared to 98.2% in 
Brazil; and  

Whereas: Melting of scrap aluminum doesn’t have to be done with electricity, but can be 
done with a number of other heat sources; and 

Whereas: The ability to select from a number of heat sources allows recyclers to use the 
energy most readily available at their location. Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange encourages any legislation that would increase 
aluminum recycling.  And be it further 

Resolved: If adopted by the Oregon State Grange, this resolution will be forwarded to the 
National Grange. 

EE #3:  Chemicals, Toxins, and Waste Disposal 

 The Oregon State Grange supports strict enforcement of laws regarding release of 
hazardous/toxic chemical substance and containers. Also, we believe it is the industries’ 
responsibility to ensure that adequate processing is in place to dispose of and neutralize 
pollutants. 

 The Oregon State Grange resolves to work toward educating the public on the dangers of 
producing chlorine bleached paper products. We will work with the Oregon Legislature to 
encourage companies that produce paper products to stop chlorine bleaching. 
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EE #4:  DEQ Regulations  

 We believe that fire departments should have authority to issue burning permits within their 
respective districts. If there is no fire department, we believe there should be some 
appointed authority that knows the areas’ needs to issue these permits.   

EE #5:  Endangered Species Act 

 The Oregon State Grange favors reauthorization of an amended Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) that creates a priority for the economic health of communities and the preservation 
of all native species. We believe that the decision on declaring any species endangered 
should be made on science that has been peer-reviewed by the National Science 
Foundation. 

EE #6:  Preservation and Management of Our Environment 

 We oppose experiments with altered bacteria in an open environment.  We recommend 
that no experiments of this kind be allowed unless they can be scientifically proven safe. 

 We support legislation that requires the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to develop 
an economic, environmental and societal impact statement; hold hearings and provide for 
written and oral comments when any fish or mammal species is introduced or reintroduced 
into any area of the State of Oregon. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports efforts to help the US commercial fishermen who are 
adversely affected by restrictive regulations. 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any effort to limit the methods of controlling vermin, 
predator, birds and fur bearing animals including the banning of traps. 

EE #7:  Recycling 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the Oregon Bottle Bill.  We recognize the positive effect 
it has had on our ecology and communities. The Grange continues to work with the 
Oregon Legislature to pass an additional bill that would include all drink containers sold in 
Oregon, 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the formulation of legislation that bans all non-
biodegradable materials used by restaurants as packaging for take-out foods.  

 The Oregon State Grange will work with the Legislature to make recycling mandatory for all 
public and private agencies, institutions and industries.  

 The Oregon State Grange encourages curbside recycling agencies, and private agencies, 
institutions, and industries to accept plastics along with other recyclables. 

Federal Affairs (FA) 

FA #3:  Congress, Judges, and the President of the United States 

 The Oregon State Grange is in favor of a limited term of office for US Senators and 
Representatives, to a maximum of 12 years for each of these offices. 

 The Oregon State Grange urges Oregon members of Congress to sponsor or co-sponsor 
legislation that would give our President line-item veto authority.  
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 The Oregon State Grange supports retaining the provision in the Constitution to limit 
candidates for President to only “natural born citizens.” 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes all attempts by any and all legislative bodies to abridge 
the right of free US citizens to keep and bear arms. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports judges who are on the record as defending the right to 
keep and bear arms. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

 FA #4:  Federal Monetary Affairs 

 The State Grange believes all tax loopholes that allow large companies to receive 
subsidies, federal credits and guarantees should be halted. 

FA #5:  Federal Services – Social Security 

 The State Grange opposes the taxation of an individual’s Social Security income. We 
believe that monies funded for Social Security should not be used for any purpose other 
than retirement payments. We ask that every commitment to Americans, who qualify for 
Social Security and Medicare, be kept in good faith, and that Social Security benefits be 
restored to all American born in “notch years” (after 1916). 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the Notch Fairness Act.  

 We urge the Congress of the US to protect our Social Security and Medicare programs.  
Further there should not be reductions in the cost of living increases for Social Security in 
order to help reduce the deficit.  Also, any person who works after becoming eligible for 
Social Security payments should still receive his full payments regardless of the amount that 
he earns and should not be penalized by having Social Security payments cut. 

 We will work toward a change in calculating the percentage of pay increases for Social 
Security recipients so that they benefit all citizens on an equal dollar basis. 

 The State Grange of Oregon supports legislation to make the Social Security Administration 
an independent agency and thus remove their trust funds from all deficit calculations. This 
will ensure the trust funds would only be used to pay Social Security benefits. 

FA #6:  Foreign and Domestic Services 

 The Oregon State Grange supports establishing a Civilian Work Organization to provide 
training and job opportunities for those individuals who are eligible for public assistance.  
Such job opportunities could be developed within public programs such as forestry, parks, 
and recreation.  

 Many foreign countries do not recognize or obey International Laws, putting American 
citizens’ safety and lives in jeopardy.  The Oregon State Grange favors cutting off all US aid 
and supplies to countries that take American citizens as hostages or kill them. We also favor 
the repeal of any aid to countries that refuse to recognize International Law, or allow a 
take-over of U.S embassies or any property belonging to the U.S. Government. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the stand of the American Legion and the VFW on the 
return of POWs and MIAs so they can once again be united with their families and loved 
ones. 
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 The Oregon State Grange opposes any and all attempts to impose taxation of the citizens 
of the United States by the United Nations or any other international body. 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any effort to subject the citizens of the United States to 
a one-world government (such as the United Nations) that does not maintain and 
guarantee to the people of the United States the same rights, freedoms and protections 
guaranteed by our current Constitution.  Any such change would be considered an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which must be submitted to the states 
and the people of the United States of America for approval. 

FA #7:  National Elections and Electoral College 

 The Oregon State Grange and the National Grange shall work for passage of a law to 
prevent announcing (releasing) any returns until all polls in the United States have closed. 

 The State Grange supports the continued change over to the Metric System.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports a measure to prohibit the giving or selling of personal 
information by the Internal Revenue Service or tax preparers. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation permitting law enforcement agencies to 
report individuals without proper documentation to the proper federal authorities.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports the U.S. Constitution and will oppose any Congressional 
effort to violate the Constitution.  

FA #8:  Postal Service 

 The Oregon State Grange supported the continuation of the flow of mail to rural areas, 
preserving Monday through Saturday delivery. 

Financial Affairs (FiA) 

FiA #1:  Opposition to SB 181 and Changes to Tax Exempt Status 

Whereas:  The 2017 Oregon Legislative Assembly created SB 181; and 

Whereas: SB 181 would cause every non-profit organization in Oregon to make an annual 
report to the respective county assessor; and 

Whereas: If one small mistake were made, SB 181 could cost the non-profit organization 
thousands of dollars; and 

Whereas: Non-profit organizations have provided a service to many communities 
throughout Oregon; and 

Whereas: Non-profit organizations perform charitable acts helping many people; and  

Whereas:  Non-profit organizations are helping community organizations; and 

Whereas: Non-profit organizations help volunteer first responders.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange urges the 2017 Legislature to reject SB 181. And be it 
further 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange opposes changes to or removal of tax exempt status 
of fraternal, charitable, and religious non-profit organizations.  
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FiA #3:  Banking Institutions & Government Structures and Expenses 

 We believe that no one should be allowed to request a credit report on any individual 
without the written permission of the individual involved. 

 We oppose the elimination of lottery funds to county fairs and will seek to have these funds 
included in the budget approved by the Legislature. 

 The Oregon State Grange seeks to provide an adequate and permanent source of 
funding for county fairs in Oregon.  

 We support no cuts to county fair appropriations. 

FiA #4:  Taxes – Establishment, Collection, & Distribution  

 The Oregon State Grange supports local control of land assessments.  These controls to be 
handled by locally nominated and elected tax assessors. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports reasonable income and property taxes that do not 
penalize the farmer, the homeowner, or those on fixed incomes.  

 The State Grange believes that domestic property owners should be given the same 
privileges as foreign investors. They also should be given the right to use their local property 
taxes as a credit against federal and state income taxes. 

 We support a tax credit of up to $10,000 for a first time home buyer.  

 We support Tax Policy that: 

1. Maintains agricultural and forestry property tax exemptions. 

2. Opposes any sales or transaction tax.   

 The Oregon State Grange goes on record in strong opposition to the taxation of properties 
belonging to religious, fraternal, charitable or educational organizations, while these 
properties are being used for non-profit purposes. This would be in exception to their ‘for 
profit’ enterprises. 

 We support a tax incentive program on historical buildings placed on the National Historic 
Register.  

 The Oregon State Grange believes that state-wide tax issues should be voted on in a 
general election rather than a special election.  

 The Oregon State Grange strongly opposes a sales tax. 

 The Oregon State Grange believes efforts should be made to reduce government 
spending rather than creating new taxes. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation ensuring that all single land parcels over ten 
acres currently on the tax rolls cannot be removed without specific approval of the county 
in which the land is located and the State Legislature. 

 The Oregon State Grange encourages the United States Congress to repeal the federal 
death tax. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the Oregon “Kicker” Law. 
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Good of the Order (GO) 

GO #1:  Oregon State Grange Lobbyist 

Whereas:  The Oregon State Grange has worked for years to make sure our organization is 
represented at the Oregon Legislature; and 

Whereas: This past year the Oregon State Grange had no representation at the Oregon 
Legislature for our policies and issues.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: Oregon State Grange hire a lobbyist to make sure our voice is heard at the 
Oregon Legislature every legislative session.  

GO #6:  Translating Brochures 

Whereas: Our communities are being inhabited with more and more ethnic peoples, 
mostly Latinos, yet we received information from the National Grange and 
Oregon State Grange that is all written in the English language. The National 
Grange and Oregon State Grange encourage an increase in membership, but 
we need to encourage these peoples to become members in our Subordinate/ 
Community Granges.   Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange shall at the request of any Oregon Subordinate/ 
Community or Pomona Grange produce foreign language recruitment/ 
membership application brochures electronically as budget and skills allow. 

Grange Programs and Activities (GPA) 

GPA #1:  Adopt the Youth Fair Program 

Whereas:  The Grange Youth Fair Program is a National Grange Program; and 

Whereas: The California State Grange has been using the Youth Fair Program for years as a 
successful part of the Youth and Junior programs; and 

Whereas: The Grange Youth Fair Program would benefit both the Grange and children in 
counties where the 4-H program is struggling or non-existent.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange adopt the Grange Youth Fair Program. And be it 
further 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange appoint a committee to work with the Youth and 
Junior Grange programs and with State and County Fair authorities to implement 
this program. This committee will also oversee the rules and ethics requirements 
for participants in this program.  

GPA #3: Change in Roster Requirements 
 
Whereas: The State Master in her Good of the Order Address brought to our attention 

problems with the current Roster. Therefore be it 

Resolved: The County Deputies be notified and requested to get the information for all 
Granges that have not sent their information in by December 1. 
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Health and Welfare (HW) 

HW #2:  Senior Health Care in Oregon 

Whereas:  Wallowa County has a large population of senior citizens aged 65 years or older; 
and 

Whereas:  In 2016, the Governor of Oregon designated Wallowa County a healthcare 
shortage area because of the high number of residents aged 65 years or older; 
and 

Whereas:  Wallowa County physicians and other healthcare providers are not specialized in 
gerontology, the specific medical specialty of caring for aging populations; and 

Whereas: Senior citizens frequently return to Wallowa County for rehabilitation after 
treatment at medical centers and other specialized health facilities, regardless of 
whether more intensive rehabilitative services that are necessary to their 
successful rehabilitation, such as speech pathology, are available; and 

Whereas:  The leading causes of death in Wallowa County include heart disease, cancer, 
and chronic lower respiratory disease (such as influenza and pneumonia in the 
elderly); and 

Whereas:  Many Wallowa County senior citizens are at-risk with low fixed incomes and some 
senior citizens are not insured by outpatient Medicare Part B; and 

Whereas:  Inexpensive, senior-focused transportation services such as Community 
Connections buses are available, but many Wallowa County senior citizens are 
not aware of the availability of these services or do not take advantage of these 
services; and 

Whereas:  Many Wallowa County senior citizens face financial, nutritional and mobility 
barriers resulting in impaired health status, social isolation and significantly 
reduced quality of life.  Therefore be it 

Resolved:  The Oregon State Grange will advocate for legislation supporting the at-risk and 
disadvantaged senior citizen population of Oregon rural counties. 

HW #3:  Controlling and Dispensing Food 

 Senior meal sites are of primary importance to the elderly, not only for aid in giving them a 
balanced nutritional diet but also for the social contact.  We therefore believe that 
revenue-sharing funds for this purpose should not be curtailed. 

HW #4:  Health Care and Health Care Providers 

 We support the practice of allowing hospitals and emergency rooms to issue a prescription 
for short-term handicapped parking permits. 

 We favor placing mentally deficient and emotionally disturbed children and adults in 
community-based residential or non-residential group or foster homes.  This would be 
preferable to placement in state institutions and nursing homes. In group or foster homes 
these people have the chance to learn academic and vocational skills that they would 
not get otherwise.  
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 The Oregon State Grange supports any programs, as well as legislative efforts, that address 
the rural health crisis.  We also support the Oregon Area Health Education Center, Office 
of Rural Health, and Federal Office of Rural Health Policy.  We recognize and applaud all 
state and local efforts to recruit and retain rural health care providers.  

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any legislation that would lower, to the age of 16, the 
end of a parent’s legal responsibilities for raising their children.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports permanent funding for rural first responders, EMT 
continuing education programs and the Mobile Training Unit of the Oregon Public Health 
Division.  

HW #5:  The Use of Alcoholic Beverages 

 The Oregon State Grange stands in opposition to lowering the legal drinking age on 
alcoholic beverages.  We are also opposed to any changes made in how alcoholic drinks 
are currently being dispensed, and we believe the OLCC and the OLCC liquor stores 
should be maintained.  We ask that private business not be allowed to take control of this 
industry. 

 We support legislation for tougher penalties against driving while under the influence of 
intoxicants (DUII).  Also that injury and death resulting from this crime should carry the 
charge of assault with a deadly weapon; the offender will be held solely responsible for 
their crime, not sharing the liability with any third party. 

 Finally to protect citizens and ease the burden of higher taxes raised to enforce the control 
of drunk driving and driving under the influence of legal and or illegal drugs, we support 
confiscation of vehicles and other materials used in drug and drunk driving incidents. 

Insurance (IN) 

IN #1:  Insurance Coverage and Settlements 

 The Oregon State Grange (OSG) encourages the Oregon State Legislature and US 
Congress to remove the obstacles acupuncture has encountered with insurance 
coverage.  

 The OSG encourages the Oregon State legislature and Oregon State Insurance 
Commission to include Parents-In-Need, who are members of a household in the “List of 
Dependents.” 

 The OSG will work with members of the Oregon State Legislature to get the high cost of 
liability insurance and excessive settlements under control.  This could be achieved by 
some or all of the following: 

o Reasonable limits on jury awards for non-economic damage 

o Liability should be assessed only in proportion to actual fault attributed to each 
negligent party, and a separate judgment rendered for that proportion.   

 The OSG favors a change in liability law stating a person entering upon private property, 
property not used as a place of business, of their own free will, or engaged in any illegal 
activity assumes all accident liability.   

 The OSG supports requiring insurance companies pay claims within 45 days of receiving 
properly completed forms and bills. 
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 The OSG requests the American Medical Association, hospital insurance, private insurance, 
workers' compensation insurance and state and federally funded insurance to discontinue 
the use or the term ‘recreational drugs.’ 

Legislative (LE) 

LE #1:  Prohibition of Gerrymandered Political Districts 

Whereas: It has been a common practice for political parties, when they are in power, to 
manipulate the boundaries of political districts to their advantage, often through 
the creation of very complex and illogical shapes on the map; and  

Whereas: This gerrymandering practice often creates an electoral result that differs 
significantly from the population distribution of political parties in the state or 
nation as a whole; and 

Whereas: Manipulation of our electoral system by any party is a disservice to our citizens, 
who are better served by fair electoral competition based on issues and ideas. 
Therefore be it 

Resolved:  The Oregon State Grange supports legislation at all levels that require political 
district boundaries be drawn by a non-partisan commission with the goal of 
having simple boundaries representative of the population upon which they are 
drawn.  

LE #2:  Cooperative Extension Service, 4-H 

 The members of the Oregon State Grange support the continued funding of an efficient 
effective Cooperative Extension Service at local and state levels. 

 We also support ‘on farm’ testing by the Cooperative Extension Service as a method of 
evaluating and adapting research information to local areas. 

 The 4-H program, funded through the Extension Service, should be maintained even if the 
Extension Service is eliminated or its funds are severely cut.  The 4-H program could be 
funded in a different manner if necessary. 

LE #3:  School Expenses and Funding Problems 

 The State Grange strongly supports the use of a graduated income tax to finance schools. 
We also support a limitation on the amount of taxes that can be levied on real property.  
We will continue to look at alternative methods of school funding.  

 We urge the State Legislature to provide funds for the continuation of the Head Start 
Program. 

LE #4:  Crime, Victims of Crime, Criminal Sentences, and Parole 

 We resolve to work to have Oregon law changed to provide that when a criminal who has 
been convicted of a crime of violence is released from prison, paroled, furloughed, placed 
on work release, or moved from one prison to another the victim or close family member 
shall be notified well in advance of the date and time of such release. 

 We ask that dangerously violent criminals be confined in prison to serve out their entire 
sentence without parole and those serving sentences for lesser crimes be required to make 
restitution for those crimes. 
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 We believe that Parole Boards should be restricted in their power as follows:  

1. Persons convicted of premeditated murder shall not be eligible for parole.  

2. Persons convicted of murder during the commission of another crime, or attempting to 
avoid apprehension, shall not be eligible for parole.  

3.  Persons convicted of killing police officers or prison guards shall not be eligible for 
parole. 

4.  No person shall be eligible for parole until he has served at least two-thirds of the 
sentence imposed by the court. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports child predators’ laws. 

 We further believe that all convicted sex offenders shall be required to complete a sex 
offender treatment program before release on parole, or as a condition of any probation.  
Failure to complete a treatment program as ordered by the court will result in the 
immediate revocation of probation and/or parole and sentencing to the maximum term of 
imprisonment allowed under the law.   

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to not allow mental illness or incapacity 
because of the use of drugs or alcohol as a defense for felony sexual crimes. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports listing public and private elementary schools, 
secondary schools, and licensed day care centers as places ‘children are likely to be 
present’ in determining where convicted pedophiles live.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports laws prohibiting the act of willful, malicious, and 
repeated acts of following or harassing another person.  The offender must present a 
credible threat of intent to place the person(s) in reasonable fear of death or great bodily 
harm. 

 We continue to support Oregon Stalking laws.  

 We support stricter punishment for kidnapping.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports holding minor children accountable for their criminal 
acts. 

 The Oregon State Grange favors legislation that would make it a felony, punishable by a 
fine of not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) and a jail sentence of 15 months or more 
for the theft of the equipment used by handicapped persons.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to ensure that convicted felons are not 
allowed voting privileges while they are still incarcerated. 

LE #5:  Firearms 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes actions that would interfere with the second 
amendment and our freedom to keep guns as personal private property.  We oppose any 
legislation that restricts ownership of firearms, except restrictions imposed upon convicted 
felons.   

 We support legislation that requires Courts to impose maximum penalties, without possibility 
of parole, on all persons convicted of using a firearm of any description, real or fake, in the 
commission of a felony.  
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LE #6:  Police Officers, Corrections Officials, & Criminal Facilities 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes budget cuts that would result in the reduction of the 
number of beds available to hold serious juvenile offenders. 

 The Oregon State Grange lobbies for sufficient funding for the Oregon Department of 
Corrections. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation that protects high value farm land from 
being converted to prison sites.  

 The Oregon State Grange favors a return to dedicated funding for the Oregon State Police. 

LE #9:  Miscellaneous Resolutions 

 The Oregon State Grange supports allocating monies from the Administrative Services 
Economic Development Fund to the County Fair Account equal to 1.2 percent of net 
proceeds from the Oregon State Lottery for the purpose of carrying out the operations of 
county fairs, including the payment of administrative costs. 

 The Oregon State Grange favors repeal of the $80,000 income and the one-year-limit laws 
for placing a dwelling in an EFU zone if the property in question formerly contained a 
habitable dwelling. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the elimination of the $80,000 income requirement (and 
other arbitrary and unrealistic requirements) to qualify for a farm dwelling on land zoned 
EFU. 

 We ask the State of Oregon to reimburse juror mileage at the federal standard.  

 We resolve to join forces with other agencies in getting legislation enacted that would 
protect renters in mobile home parks and to support a state panel set up to mediate 
violations of these rental controls. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports revisions to the PERS system that will maintain the 
system’s viability into the future.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports changes in statute or rule to allow an individual to 
accept a stipend from a non-profit organization in lieu of standard wages. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to regulate payday loan interest rates. 

LE #10:  Political Candidates, Ballot Measures, & Elections 

 The Oregon State Grange supports holding the Oregon State Presidential Primary Election 
on the second Tuesday of March. 

 The Oregon State Grange believes that all ballot measures should state their true meaning 
in clear, concise language.  Also these measures should be written in a manner that a yes 
vote is to implement a measure and a no vote is to reject it.  

 In the event the Legislature places a measure on a ballot that is similar to one placed on 
the ballot by initiative petition, the people’s initiative will have priority and become law if a 
majority vote yes. 
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 We ask that all legal signatures collected for a petition be allowed if that petition is 
changed by the Secretary of State, or the courts, after the petition is approved for 
circulation. 

 The Oregon State Grange will continue to work to retain and protect the initiative petition 
process. 

 We will lobby for an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Oregon that specifies 
for an initiative petition to pass it must be approved by a majority vote in each of 2/3 of the 
counties of Oregon.   

 The State Grange asks that a law allowing payment for the circulation of petitions be 
repealed.  We feel paid petitioners are a violation of the circulation of free petitions.  The 
right of the initiative process should be retained without placing undue prohibitive 
restrictions and undue financial hardship on any individual or organization who might want 
to place a measure on the ballot.  

 The State Grange opposes discontinuance of the Voter’s Pamphlet; we urge Oregon to 
continue its present distribution.  We also believe that the Secretary of State should see that 
the views and opinions of the statements printed are valid and that any inaccuracies 
published should be subject to the laws of perjury and libel.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports requiring the Voters’ pamphlet be mailed at least 30 
days prior to an election. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports requiring citizens to register twenty days prior to an 
election to be eligible to vote. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports making the State of Oregon an open primary state.  

 The Oregon State Grange believes that the wishes of the people should not be ignored.  If 
changes need to be made in a current law, it should be made by elected officials and 
then referred back to the people for a vote.  The intent of any law passed by the people 
should also be carried out until a change is made by vote. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to require the redistricting of the Oregon 
State House and Senate districts by non-partisan commission of nine citizens of Oregon. 

LE #11:  Regional & County Government, Appointed & Elected Officials 

 We oppose any acts that virtually halt all economic use of property by setting it aside for 
wildlife habitat, scenic views, wetlands and other public uses without compensation to the 
owner.  Further, if state land planning arbitrarily changes the use and value of any land, 
appropriate compensation for the loss of value should be given. 

 We believe that the residents of Oregon’s unincorporated communities should be allowed 
to exercise local control of land use decisions that determine the livability of their 
communities, and that the authority of regional governments to control land uses should 
be rescinded. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports changing the law to have the Land Conservation and 
Development Commission Board be appointed from districts that are the same as the 
districts for the Oregon Department of  

Transportation (five districts, two lying east of the Cascade Mountains) with the other two 
board members appointed at large. 
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 We further support having the elected officials in each district nominate three citizens from 
that district to the Board, one of which the Governor shall appoint.  

 We ask the Oregon State Legislature and the Governor to limit the duties and actions of 
LCDC and reduce their budget accordingly.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports the repeal and/or overhaul of Oregon’s Land Use 
Planning process.  

 We are against the abrogation of private property rights and will use any means necessary 
to return and defend private property rights.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports protecting the private property rights from eminent 
domain. 

 The Oregon State Grange stands opposed to any revision to our Constitution that further 
encroaches upon the rights and privileges of individual citizens or further centralizes the 
power of government.  The State Grange is opposed to the establishment of regional 
government, and we request that our freedom and right to own property, which might be 
jeopardized by a regional government, be retained.  We are therefore opposed to the 
continuation of the Metropolitan Service District. 

 The Oregon State Grange will work to see that the Metro Regional Government does not 
usurp the authority of the county or city government within the district in order to protect 
the population and natural environment of the region.  

 The Oregon State Grange favors legislation that would limit the duties of the Labor 
Commissioner to labor relations. When criminal charges arise from labor actions, the case 
should be turned over to the judicial system.  

 The Oregon State Grange favors repeal of Section 735.21 of the National Register of the 
Code of Conduct, which states that an employee of the US Department of Agriculture shall 
not actively participate in farm organizations. Many farm organizations, such as the 
Oregon State Grange, have long been strong forces in agriculture, as well as providing 
leadership in community affairs. Denying the right of employees to belong to organizations 
such as ours is banning them from taking an active part in their communities. 

 We believe that a claim filed in small claims court should be tried in that court unless the 
party filing the claim agrees to a transfer to a District Court. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to require that all government agencies, 
particularly the heads of departments, be required to show accountability for decisions 
made during their tenure. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation requiring the state, metro, counties, cities 
and other governing agencies to provide each individual land owner affected by a 
proposed change in land use written notification that their property is within the boundaries 
of a proposed land use change that may affect that property's future value. 

LE #12:  Unpopular Laws and Proposals 

 We believe that when boundary lines of property are surveyed, adjoining property 
owner(s) must be notified by registered mail within two weeks following the survey if there 
are changes. 



Oregon State Grange – Journal of Proceedings – 2017 Annual Convention 

 
Page 174 

 
 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to permit non-profit organizations with an 
annual budget under $30,000.00 to be issued building permits as homeowners rather than 
corporations, to allow members/ volunteers to make repairs, subject to passing the 
required state and local inspections. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation that would do away with the nuisance laws 
pertaining to farmers and ranchers.  County land planning and zoning should have equal 
representation of farmer and ranchers, along with representatives from other walks of life. 

 We reaffirm our policy on the separation of state and religion in the public school system.  

 We are in favor of package or modular homes. However, we believe that any such homes 
erected in the United States should also be manufactured in the USA. 

 The Oregon State Grange urgently requests State Legislators to initiate adequate legislation 
to fully protect the equities of buyers of property under contract.  We also ask that 
legislation be enacted that will prevent acts of buyers from reflecting upon the equities of 
the seller of contract property. 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any move to ban religious programs from airing on 
radio or television. 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any further attrition of the Oregon Public Records Law. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports prohibiting public access on private property without 
the owner’s consent and actively opposes any legislation to the contrary. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports issuance of a driver license with valid proof of a Social 
Security number. 

Transportation (TR) 

TR #1:  I-5 Donald/Aurora Exit 

Whereas: Exit 278 off of I-5, also referred to as the Donald/Aurora exit, has several truck 
stops located on both the east and west side of the interstate; and 

Whereas: Often both north bound and south bound exiting traffic backs up on to  
I-5, causing a traffic hazard for those traveling in the right lane of I-5;  and 

Whereas: It is difficult to make left turns at the bottom of the off ramps on to Ehlen Road or 
from Ehlen Road onto the on ramps, causing these backups.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange urges ODOT, Mid-Willamette Valley Area 
Transportation Commission and Marion County to fund and implement project 
#19062 – The Donald/Aurora Interchange on I-5 exit 278.  

TR #2:  General Transportation Concerns on Roads & Rivers 

 The Oregon State Grange supports stricter enforcement of current laws regarding 
excessive tire width for cars and light trucks.  

 The Oregon State Grange rigorously opposes the conversion of any existing roads to toll 
roads.  

 The Oregon State Grange seeks to require all traffic signal lights throughout the state to 
have a uniform setting for the yellow caution light of at least five to six seconds.  
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TR #3:  Mass Transit 

 The Oregon State Grange supports Amtrak service through the Columbia Gorge and on to 
Salt Lake City.  We also oppose any cutbacks of Amtrak services to the Northwest. 

TR #4:  Motor Fuels & Taxes 

 We oppose the legalization of self-serve gas stations, with the exception of commercial 
card lock stations and self-serve stations in very low population areas.  Self-service gas 
stations have shown no evidence that they offer lower fuel prices, and hundreds of jobs 
would be lost directly impacting on Oregon’s economy. 

 The Oregon State Grange feels all fuel tax and vehicle monies, as well as interest from 
these monies, should be restricted solely to county roads, highways and state park use.  

 We also favor the return of federal gas tax monies to the states for highway construction 
and repair before the gas tax is raised. 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any legislation to impose emission standards of 
California in Oregon.  

TR #5:  Road Hazards & Road Work 

 We ask that all school zones be clearly marked. 

 We urge the placement of permanent fog markers on all state and county roads in 
Oregon at the time any paving work is done. 

 We contend that US Highway 97 should be upgraded to a divided four-lane highway with 
trees and shrubs removed a sufficient distance to allow sunlight to melt the ice and give 
clear view of roadside animals. 

 We are not in favor of creating a Scenic Corridor Byway on Highway 101 from Astoria to 
Gold Beach. 

 The State Grange supports the ‘Adopt-A-Highway’ bill and urges incorporating it into 
community projects.  

TR #6:  Vehicle Regulations & Fees 

 The Oregon State Grange opposes any road tax user fee based on mileage. 

 The Oregon State Grange favors legislation to force all auto and truck manufacturers and 
re-manufacturers to keep vehicle headlights within the original manufacturer’s 
specifications and that all add-ons and repair jobs follow the rule by law. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to require headlights to be on anytime a 
vehicle is in operation.  

 We favor stricter enforcement of bicyclists staying in the bike lane where it is available to 
them.  

 The Oregon State Grange urges the DMV to include more questions on bicycle operation 
and safety on the exam for a motor vehicle driver’s license. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports registration and license fees on all bicycles ridden by 
adults and the funds generated to be used to build bike lanes on county and state roads. 
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Utilities (UT) 

UT #1:  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) & Public Utility Districts (PUD) 

 The Oregon State Grange strongly opposes any proposed sale of the Bonneville Power 
Administration.  The Oregon State Grange has historically disagreed with the principle of 
private ownership of utilities, and we not only oppose a sale of the BPA, but also any other 
sale of federally owned and administered power installations in the United States. We will 
continue our support of the BPA, and we further recognize and support its goal to maintain 
low-cost power for the future.  

 The State Grange endorses the taxation of the beneficial use, by non-federal legal entities, 
of the federal owned electric transmission lines established throughout Oregon. These lines 
are and have been constructed by and/or for the BPA. 

 The Oregon State Grange strongly supports all existing Public Utility Districts, and favors the 
establishment of new PUDs. We also oppose the passage of any legislation that would 
require newly formed PUDs to purchase high-priced co-generated power when other 
power is available at lower cost. We further seek to protect the public preference clause 
that provides many northwest consumers with low-cost energy. 

 The Oregon State Grange support efforts to establish PUD districts in the low-population 
counties, so as to maintain local control over rates and services. 

 The Oregon State Grange promotes water power development and the establishment of 
People’s Water Utility Districts in the State of Oregon; and we also promote the formation of 
the People’s Utility District to manage and operate the Bull Run water supply system to 
supply water to Portland and the surrounding communities.  

UT #2:  Energy Sources and Energy Conservation 

 We urge the United States government to develop an energy policy that will replace, 
whenever feasible, petroleum products with renewable or biomass fuels. 

 The Oregon State Grange supports the waste to energy concept (as seen in the Covanta-
Marion, Inc. plant in Brooks, Oregon) as a recommended method of disposing of garbage. 
This method not only safely disposes of waste through incineration, but produces saleable 
power during the same operation. We will lobby for solid waste-to-energy facilities such as 
this. 

 We resolve to work with all PUDs, co-ops, and municipalities to establish and build more 
waste to energy plants.  

 We must renew our search for new types of electrical power sources as we increase our 
energy production levels. At the same time, we must strive to eliminate pollution to the 
atmosphere and water. The development of wind, solar, geothermal, and other renewable 
power sources should be encouraged. All alternative sources of energy should be 
developed and put into production. 

 The State Grange believes that we must continue to work toward energy conservation, not 
only in the use of electrical power, but also in our use of water. This would ensure the costs 
of both are kept to a minimum. 
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 The Oregon State Grange opposes deregulation of any processor or industry that will affect 
the rural community unless proof of some economic gain can be realized by the 
consumer. 

 The Oregon State Grange recommends that every effort be made to restore affected 
farmland to its former condition and fertility by any pipeline construction company. 

UT #3:  Telephones and Television 

 The Oregon State Grange asks the Public Utility Commission to require all telephone 
companies within the state to make available ‘Caller ID’ access to all subscribers.  

 We ask that consumers be able to request that they not receive recorded political 
telephone calls in a manner similar to the limiting of solicitation calls.  

 The Oregon State Grange opposes the use of telephone marketing.  

 The Oregon State Grange supports legislation to mandate programming of ICE (In Case of 
Emergency) in all cell phones by manufacturers. 

UT #4:  Oregon State Grange Energy Policy 

Resolved: The 2017 Convention Utilities Committee approves the following to be added to 
the Oregon State Grange Energy Policy: 

 Develop an energy policy to promote the economic and efficient use of our 
natural resources to produce energy. 

 Develop all energy sources that are feasible using proven technology. 

Veterans (VT) 

VT #1:  Lottery Funds for Veterans 

Whereas: The citizens of Oregon passed Proposition 96 in the 2016 General Election by 84% 
to provide additional funding through 1.5% of the Oregon Lottery revenue for the 
Oregon veterans; and 

Whereas: Oregon Governor Kate Brown has proposed cutting the 2017-19 Oregon 
Department of Veterans Affairs budget by $10 million dollars less than the current 
budget; this in contradiction of the intent of the citizens.  Therefore be it 

Resolved: The Oregon State Grange opposes any reduction in the funding of the Oregon 
Department of Veteran Affairs from Oregon’s General Fund and supports the 
addition of the 1.5% Oregon Lottery Funds to be used for the benefit of our 
veterans. 

VT #2:  Veterans 

 The Oregon State Grange supports funding for our veterans for appropriate rehabilitation 
assistance.  

 The Oregon State Grange believes that the U.S. Congress should adequately fund all 
Veterans Hospitals and Medical Centers. 
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Resolution of Thanks 
 

Whereas: The success of the 144th Annual Convention of the Oregon State Grange has been 
assured due to the efforts, loyalty and determination of all the dedicated patrons 
of District 2; and 
 

Whereas: Many organizations and individuals helped to make this state convention a 
success, therefore be it 
 

Resolved: The Officers and Delegates of the Oregon State Grange assembled at the 
Florence Event Center in Florence, Oregon June 24-29, 2017 express our thanks 
 

 To Florence Mayor Joe Henry for the warm and informative welcome on Sunday 
morning. 
 

 To National Master Betsy Huber for joining us this convention. 
 

 To Elizabeth Williams, District 2 steering committee chair, Peggy Jillson, Treasurer, 
Mark Noah, kitchen coordinator, and all the members of the committee who 
worked hard to make this convention a success. 
 

 To the kitchen crews from District 2 (Saturday Kickoff Dinner), Spencer Creek 
(Foundation Luncheon), Marys River (Membership Luncheon), Walterville (GWA 
Luncheon) and Mohawk-McKenzie Grange (Youth Luncheon); to Dick Wyant, 
Dennis and Elaine Chapman, Jan Hallman, and Bob Ludi for their help at multiple 
meals this week; to Morgan Eipp and Aurianna VanHouten for their help at the 
GWA luncheon; and special thanks to dishwashers extraordinaire Jan Hallman, 
Vernon Herrick, Stan Garboden, Dennis Chapman, Dick Wyant and Keegan 
Williams. 
 
To GIA and the Oregon State Grange for continued support of the Grange 
Benefits Breakfast on Tuesday morning, and to this year’s crew consisting of Connie 
Suing, Bob Ludi, Dennis and Elaine Chapman, Jeff Dehne, Teresa Jackson, Phil 
VanBuren and Brenda Hoag; and to Gary Prichard for the use of his ‘Golden 
Griddle’. 
 
To Phil Van Buren and Louise Holst for donating 200 lbs of Klamath Falls potatoes for 
meals this week. 
 
To ‘Gathering Together Farm’ for donations and assistance with the Monday 
luncheon provided by Marys River Grange. 
 
To Dan and Connie Suing for providing all the coffee for the whole week, and to 
Pat Heard, Peggy Jillson and Connie for managing the coffee table. 
 

 To the Florence Event Center, Kevin Rhoades for excellent cooperation, Sandi 
Anderson for helping recruit judges and special thanks to Matt Holdahl for all his 
extra effort on sound system and tables. (With special note of Matt’s video skills in 
finding the missing freezer lock.) 
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 To Travel Lane County for assistance with locating facilities and items for the 
Delegate Gift Bags. 
 

 To Goshen, Walterville, Fairmont, Spencer Creek, London, Irving and Central 
Granges, the Florence Events Center, and the Florence Chamber of Commerce 
for gathering items for Delegate Gift Bag items. 
 

 To Cookie Trupp for organizing and directing the Rosebud Drill Team. 
 

 To the team assembled by Jim Dumolt for the exemplification of the first Four 
Degrees. 
 

 To the team assembled by Richard Wyant for the exemplification of the Fifth 
Degree. 
 

 To the OSG Officers for exemplification of the Sixth Degree. 
 

 To OSG Flora Eva Frost for flowers and corsages and a beautiful 6th degree court. 
 

 To Liz Dehne for the plant decorations at the officers’ stations, and for chatting 
with the plants all week to encourage them to thrive and be beautiful. 
 

 To Macleay Grange for the use of their officer stations. 
 

 To Alice Nowicki and Ken Schweiger and their team for the beautiful Memorial 
Service and to their pro-tems who stepped up when Ken and Alice were at the 
last minute unable to attend the convention. 
 

 To Lecturer Linda Helm and GWA Chairman Margaret Clute for the immense job of 
accepting and displaying contest entries, to Liz Dehne for assistance with finding 
judges for some of the contests, to Melissa High for acting as stage manager for 
the Talent Show, and to all the contest entrants and talent contestants. 
 

 To Agriculture Director Jay Sexton for the Ag Tour that included Jay Cable of 
Bridgeport Market, Farmers Market manager Steve Wilson, the skipper of the fishing 
vessel Caremi, and to Ag Conference speakers Elise Higlye of Our Family Farms, 
Genie Harden of Spencer Creek Grange, Matt Holdahl from the Florence Events 
Center, and FFA Public Speaking contest winner Lee Wesenburg who attended 
our convention with his dad. 
 

 To Jim Golden, past president of Oregon Administrators Group for speaking at the 
Education Conference. 
 

 To Lane County Pomona for the use of a trailer, to Malcolm Trupp for towing it to 
Salem and to Mark Noah for towing it to and from Florence. 
 

 To Orrin Schnetzky for operating the sound system. 
 

 To Auctioneer John Fine and crew Vernon and Paula Herrick, Sarah Kingsborough, 
Mikela Heimuller, Aurianna Van Houten, Phil Van Buren and Roger Wilson for a very 
successful fundraising auction.  
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To all of our State Officers, Youth Officers, Junior Officers, delegates and visitors for 
all of your hard work and dedication to make this a successful and enjoyable 
State Grange Convention, and especially the conscientious work of the delegates 
to review and update our Legislative Policy Handbook. 
  

 And to any who may have been inadvertently overlooked, we say THANK YOU. 
 REMEMBER TO VISIT THE COAST AND ‘SEA AND BE SEEN’ ALL THE TIME—AND WEAR 

YOUR GRANGE EMBLEM WITH PRIDE! 
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Affiliates 
 
 

Grange Insurance Association 

200 Cedar Street 

Seattle, WA 98121 

1-800-247-2643 

1-206-448-4911 

www.grange.com 
 


