
Chart of Precedence of Motions and Summary of Rules Governing Them 
 
 May it interrupt 

when another 
has the floor? 

Requires a 
Second? 

Debatable? Amendable? Requires Majority 
Vote? 

Can it be 
Reconsidered? 

Main Motion No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Accept committee’s report  No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
Subsidiary Motions 

Amend No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Lay on the table No Yes No  No Yes Neg only 
Previous question No Yes No No 2/3s Yes 
Refer to a committee No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Postpone definitely No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Postpone indefinitely No Yes Yes No Yes Aff only 

 
Privileged Motions 

Take an immediate recess No Yes No Yes Yes No 
Question of privilege Yes No No No Chair handles No 
Call for the orders of the day Yes No No No Chair handles No 

 
Incidental Motions 

Suspend rules No Yes No No 2/3s No 
Question / point of order Yes No No No Chair handles 

 
No 

Parliamentary inquiry Yes No No No Chair handles No 
Appeal from the decision of chair 

 
Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes 

Call for a division of the house Yes No No No Chair handles No 
Call for a division of a question No Yes No Yes Yes No 

 
Bring Back 

Take from the table No Yes No No Yes No 
Rescind No Yes Yes Yes 2/3s Neg only 
Reconsider No Yes Yes No Yes No 

 

 


