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in the envelope provide with the ballots and report. An Election Committee will tabulate the votes with results being published in the June Bulletin.

PRESIDENT
Jay Sexton

Director from 2014-18 and helped
RXUH൵RUWVDW2UHJRQ¶V$J)HVWWKH
State Fair, the FFA State ConvenWLRQ 268¶V DQQXDO 6PDOO )DUPV
Conference, and at the State Capital. For four years I have been the
Vice-President of the OSG, and
while on the OSG Executive Committee I have fully participated in
the day-to-day management of the
“business” of the Grange. I have attended three National Grange Conventions.

I will learn my parts in the Ritual
at State Convention, honoring our
Thank you for your nomination as traditions.
President.
I will work to strengthen our GrangI joined Marys River Grange #685, es in their communities. All Grangof Philomath in Benton County, es need the energy, ideas, and supin 2010, and have attended each SRUWRIQHZPHPEHUV<HVWHUGD\¶V
State Convention since becoming a Grangers have carefully handed on
member. I have held the positions their halls to us, and it is our obligaof Lecturer, Master, Steward, and tion to hand healthy halls on to the
Rental Coordinator at my Subordi- future.
nate, and Secretary at my Pomona.
Fraternally,
, D൶OLDWHG ZLWK :LOODPHWWH
Grange #52 outside Corvallis also Jay Sexton
in Benton County, in 2018, and Marys River Grange #685
I am currently President there. Willamette Grange #52
Benton County
I was State Agriculture Committee Philomath, Oregon
The candidate statements in
WKLVLVVXHZHUHSODFHGEHORZ
WKHR৽FHKHDGLQJLQWKHSDSHU
in the order the acceptances
ZHUHUHFHLYHGDWWKH6WDWH
Headquarters.
&DQGLGDWHVWDWHPHQWVFRQFOXGH
ZLWKPHPEHU¶VQDPHSULPDU\
*UDQJHD৽OLDWH*UDQJH
*UDQJHFRXQW\DQGWRZQRI
residence.

Cookie Trupp

No nominations were accepted for
WKH R৽FH RI 9LFH 3UHVLGHQW RI WKH
Oregon State Grange. Nominations
IRU WKLV R৽FH ZLOO EH DFFHSWHG RQ
WKH ÀRRU RQ VHFRQG GD\ RI WKH DQQXDO2UHJRQ6WDWH*UDQJH&RQYHQWLRQLQ7DOHQW

the wonderful values of what our
organization stands for.
I have enjoyed serving as your Lecturer these past couple years, developing resource material to assist
Lecturers in presenting programs
that educate members on a variety
of timely topics, and encouraging
member participation in State Contests.

Brothers and Sisters,

Visiting Granges have given me a
great opportunity to meet with Subordinate and Pomona Lecturers, to
listen to them talk about their successes, and to help in areas that they
KDYHGL൶FXOW\

I am honored to be nominated again Thank you for the nomination and
if elected, I will serve to the best of
for Lecturer of the OSG.
my ability.
I believe the role of the Lecturer
is to present entertaining and edu- Fraternally,
cational programs that can enthuse Cookie (LaMora) Trupp
and inspire our membership. We Spencer Creek Grange #855
should be a positive example of a Lane County
Grange member who wants to share Eugene, Oregon

VICE
PRESIDENT

All Grangers are invited

26*/HJLVODWLYH)RUXP=RRP0HHWLQJ
When:

Wednesday, March 23 @ 7 pm PST
Wednesday, April 27 @ 7 pm PDT

Where:

Zoom

The OSG Legislative Committee will lead a discussion on proposed measures and petitions we are following, answer questions about resolution
writing and deadlines, and talk about issues of interest.

Inside
150th Birthday Candles
2-3
6WDWH2൶FHU
Candidate Statements 1-7
District Change Purposal
6
Grange Growth Summit
4
National Grange Policy
Statements
5, 7-8

LECTURER

Bulletin Deadline
June/July Issue
May 10, 2022

Resolution deadline for Subordinate/Community Granges for the 2022
OSG Convention is April 20th.

Contact:

Legislative Director Mark Noah
for login information
marknoah00@gmail.com
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STEWARD

STEWARD

Phil C. Van Buren

Lyle Utt

I would like the chance to serve
as Steward for the Oregon State
I wish to thank you for the nomi- Grange.
nations you have given me for the
R൶FH RI ³2UHJRQ 6WDWH *UDQJH I am not well practiced at Steward
Steward.”
but would like the chance of pushing myself. I hope you will give me
Currently I hold that position and if the opportunity.
it is your wish I continue to be your
Steward, I gladly accept.
Lyle Utt
Fairmount Grange #252
%HLQJ LQ WKLV R൶FH KDV JUHDW UH- Benton County
sponsibility for making sure the Albany, Oregon
meeting area is properly setup; with
greeting and presenting guests and
most of all the ritual of degree work
of the order.

LADY
ASSISTANT
STEWARD

LADY
ASSISTANT
STEWARD

Connie Suing

Aurianna VanHouten

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

In my travels around the state and
EHFDXVH RI WKH SDQGHPLF ,¶YH QRWLFHGWKDWLW¶VKDUGWRKDYHZHOODWtended meetings. Hopefully that
will change soon and we can get
back to normal meetings and get together with one another.

ASSISTANT
STEWARD

,¶P ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR XSFRPLQJ
events to see as many of you as possible.
Sincerely and fraternally,
Phillip (Phil) C. Van Buren
Midland Grange #781
Klamath County
Jasper Grange #532
Lane County
Klamath Falls, Oregon
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Austin VanHouten

Patrons,

I am honored to accept the nom- Thank you for the opportunity to
ination of Lady Assistant Stew- serve the Oregon State Grange as
ard of the Oregon State Grange. your Lady Assistant Steward. I have
been a part of the Grange since I was
My Grange roots run deep as my DEDE\PDUFKLQJRQP\PRP¶VKLS
family is a 5 generation Lega- during practices. I grew up in the
cy Grange family. The Grange Junior Grange and served in severhas always been a very import- DOR൶FHUSRVLWLRQVEXWQRWKLQJFDQ
ant part of my life, and of my describe the excitement I felt when
IDPLO\¶V :KLOH , KDYH OLYHG LQ ,¿QDOO\JRWWRMRLQWKHVXERUGLQDWH
Eugene for more than 20 years, Grange.
myself and my family continue
to call Crow Grange our Grange I am currently a part of 4-H and
FFA, as well as Riversdale Grange
home.
and the Douglas County PomoI have belonged to Crow Grange na Grange. My favorite activity
in Lane County since 1976, hav- outside of serving my community
LQJKHOGPDQ\R൶FHVLQFOXGLQJ through these organizations is wresCeres, Lecturer, Treasurer; Lady tling. I am excited to be running for
Assistant Steward, Overseer, DQ2UHJRQ6WDWH*UDQJHR൶FHZLWK
my brother!
and am currently Master.
I have been a member of Lane
Pomona Grange since 1977 and
KDYH KHOG WKH R൶FHV RI &HUHV
Pomona, Executive Committee,
and am currently Lady Assistant
Steward.

I took my 6th degree in Grants
Pass in 1977 and I am a 7th deIt is an honor to be nominated for gree member having taken the
Assistant Steward of the Oregon 7th degree in 1985 in Eugene.
State Grange. Having grown up in
WKH*UDQJH,¶YHPDUFKHGDORQJVLGH I was the Oregon State Grange
my parents for years when I was Youth and Young Adult Director
young. I started in Junior Grange from 2016 to 2020 and truly enZKHQ,ZDV\HDUVROGDQGSDU- joying getting to know and work
WLFLSDWHG \HDUO\ XQWLO , ZDV ¿QDOO\ with many youth throughout the
old enough to join the Subordinate state. I was also the Oregon State
Grange.
Grange Ceres from 1988 to 1994
and from 1996 to 2004.
I have also been actively involved
in 4-H and FFA and most recently I truly try my best every time
received my American FFA De- , DP RQ WKH *UDQJH ÀRRU SHUgree. My favorite part of all three IRUPLQJWKHÀRRUZRUNWRWKHEHVW
organizations is giving back to my of my ability. If chosen again to
community. My desire is to contin- be your LAS, I will continue to
ue to give back through my position give you, my best.
DV DQ 2UHJRQ 6WDWH *UDQJH R൶FHU
Together we can make the world Fraternally,
better!
Connie Suing
Crow Grange #450
Fraternally,
Lane County
Austin VanHouten
Eugene, Oregon
Riversdale Grange #731
Douglas County
Oakland, Oregon
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Brothers and Sisters,

Fraternally,
Aurianna VanHouten
Riversdale Grange #731
Douglas County
Oakland, Oregon

+DYH <RX %RXJKW
<RXU%LUWKGD\&DQGOH
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Mark & Susan Noah
Joyce Parker
Joyce Parker
Fruitdale Grange
Robert O'Dell Jr.
Joyce Parker
Fruitdale Grange
Rockwood Grange
Robert O'Dell
Carol Everman
Ronald Parrish
Linn Pomona Grange
Roberta O'Dell
Fruitdale Grange
Oak Grove Grange
Vickie Weathers
Warren Weathers
Gary Prichard
Lowell Grange
Aloha Grange
Betty Chipps
Maplewood Grange
Phoenix Grange
Dean High
Vickie High
Jesse O'Dell
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CHAPLAIN

CHAPLAIN

SECRETARY

Stacy (Clute) Brown

Paula Herrick

Sarah Jenkins
(Kingsborough)

Hello fellow Grange members,
I am grateful to be nominated for
the position of Chaplain of the Oregon State Grange. I believe that
my skills, education, and personDOLW\DUHZHOOVXLWHGIRUWKLVR൶FH
I have organized worship services
and lead several Bible Studies for
my church.
In the past I have had the privilege
of speaking at the OSG Memorial
service. I would consider it an honRU WR EH HOHFWHG WR WKLV R൶FH DQG
be able to pray at events and over
our meetings. I would do my best
to encourage all members and extend comfort to those sick, hurt, or
in times of sorrow. As well as celebrate with those whose prayers
have been answered.
I have been part of the Grange famiO\VLQFH,ZDVLQP\PRWKHU¶VZRPE
I fondly look back on my time as
a Junior Granger and promptly became a Subordinate member at 13\HDUVDJR,KDYHKHOGVHYHUDOR൶FHVDWWKHORFDOOHYHODQGRQ
WKH26*<RXWKR൶FHUWHDP
Fraternally,
Stacy (Clute) Brown
Forest Grove Grange #282
Washington County
Forest Grove, Oregon
27
29
30
31
34
35
36
37
38

40
41

45
46
49

51
52
55
56
57

61
66

Riley & Tina Reynolds
Linda Wetzell
Warren Grange
Donna Sepull
Tami & Don Guttridge
Santiam Valley Grange
Ken Naylor
Shirley Naylor
Sandra Noah
0HJDQ6FKR¿HOG
Warren Grange
Yankton Grange
3 /6FKR¿HOG)DPLO\
Lowell Grange
Sandlake Grange
Maplewood Grange
/RXLVH+ROVW3KLO9DQ%XUHQ
Rockwood Grange
Willamette Grange
Cookie & Malcolm Trupp
Beaver Valley Grange
John DeHaas
/LQGD3XJK+HDWKHU(OOLRWW
Goshen Grange
OSG Executive Committee

Thank you so much for nominating
PHIRUWKHR൶FHRI&KDSODLQ&XUrently I'm Chaplain at Walterville
Grange #416 in Lane County. I also
served as Oregon State Chaplain
pro-tem at state session in Enterprise in 2021. I will do my upmost
best to carry out the duties as Chaplain if elected. Thank you again for
considering me for Chaplain.
Fraternally,
Paula Herrick
Walterville Grange #416
Lane County
Walterville, Oregon

%X\D&DQGOHIRU
WKH WK &DNH
In eighteen months the Oregon
State Grange reaches the sesquicentennial mark. Buy a candle and be
a part of the celebration.
In honor of our anniversary the Oregon State Grange will be placing
a monument on the Oregon State
Capitol site that honors disabled
veterans and funding for this will
come from the sale of the candles.
The cake will have 150 candles and
each candle costs the amount listed
on the candle (the 1st candle costs
$1, the 150th candle costs $150,
with each denomination in-between). Candles may be purchased
in any order until all 150 candles
have been sold.

Brothers and Sisters,
Thank you for your nomination
of Secretary of the Oregon State
Grange. It has been my pleasure
to serve our members as Secretary
since 2016. My participation during
the annual state session and our regular Executive Committee meetings
keeps me close to the pulse of local
community Granges throughout the
state.
:H¶YH DOO KDG D WRXJK FRXSOH RI
years, but I am excited about new
opportunities in the months and
years to come. I believe in the value that our organization provides to
individuals and families. It is my
goal to continue providing leadership, advice, ideas, and encouragement to our members. I encourage
all members to bring your best
self to Grange and the community.
When we involve and uplift others,
our Granges will grow and provide
those positive personal connections
that we all so desperately need right
now in our communities.
Fraternally,
Sarah Jenkins (Kingsborough)
Warner Grange #117
Clackamas County
Mohawk-McKenzie Grange #747
Lane County
Brownsville, Oregon

If you are interested in purchasing
a candle, please let State President
Susan Noah know and the candle
of your choice will be reserved for
you.

69
74
75

77
87
91
93
99
100
108
117

123

130

Doris Irene DeGnath Meredith
Redland Grange
Abernethy Grange
2¶'HOO)DPLO\
Clackamas Pomona Grange
Spencer Creek Grange
Walterville Grange
Mohawk-McKenzie Grange
Maureen Weathers
Hurricane Creek Grange
Beaver Homes Grange
Warner Grange
*DU¿HOG*UDQJH
Paula Herrick
26*/HFWXUHU¶V&RPPLWWHH
Springwater Grange

TREASURER

Sonny Hays-Eberts
I am Sonny Hays-Eberts of Marys
River Grange #685, located in Philomath, Benton County, and am
UXQQLQJ IRU WKH R൶FH RI 2UHJRQ
State Grange Treasurer for a second
term. While I did not accomplish
all I sought out when initially elected, I hope I have served the capaciW\RIWKHR൶FHKRQRUDEO\
I have worked on the State Grange
budget, visited Community Granges, been contacted by Community
Granges seeking fundraising adYLFH DQG IRUPDWLRQ RI QRQSUR¿W
foundations, started work on outlining electronic payment of dues
for Community Granges and held
basic talks with the state President
regarding electronic transfers between Community Granges and the
State Grange, and I have also had
the unpleasant but necessary task of
chairing a committee investigating
D &RPPXQLW\ *UDQJH¶V ¿QDQFHV
and member concerns.
I have addressed this work with an
open mind, friendly attitude, a desire to do the right thing, the intent
to do quality work, and to complete
it in a timely manner. I have worked
ZLWK 6WDWH 2൶FHUV DQG *UDQJHUV
across the State of Oregon, and reJDUGOHVV RI RXU PLQRU GL൵HUHQFHV
in politics, religion or sports teams,
feel a true bond of Grange fraternity
with all our members. I am happy
to be nominated again and I accept.
Should I be re-elected, I pledge to
IXO¿OOWKHGXWLHVWRWKHXWPRVWRIP\
capacity and provide my full attention to the work of another day.
Sonny Hays-Eberts
Marys River Grange #685
Willamette Grange #52
Benton County
Philomath, Oregon

140 Carol Everman
148 Irving Grange

3

 -D\6H[WRQ7RQL+R\PDQ
150 Mark & Susan Noah
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GATEKEEPER

GATEKEEPER

CERES

David McBride

Jessie Jo Guttridge

Richard McDonnell
My name is Richard McDonnell. I
moved to La Pine in 2011. Soon after that I joined the Grange. In the
second year of my membership, I
was elected the Treasure. I think it
was before the next election it was
YRWHG RQ WR FRPELQH 6HFUHWDU\
Treasurer. I have held the combined
R൶FHHYHUVLQFH
I was born and raised in Baltimore
Maryland and moved here from 33
Patrick Dearth
years in Tennessee. I never heard of
a Grange before moving here.
I am honored to accept the nomination for State Gatekeeper.
I started volunteering in high school
at a Vol. Fire Dept. in 1958. Here in I am beginning my third term
Oregon besides the Grange I have DV 0DVWHU3UHVLGHQW RI &UHVZHOO
Volunteered in La Pine for the Li- Grange #496, and previously served
brary-Community Kitchen - Senior as Lecturer for two years. I am
Center and various programs that proud that our Grange has been rechelp the citizens of La Pine. I have ognized as a National Distinguished
been retired since 2007.
Grange the past three years.
Respectfully submitted,
Richard A. McDonnell
Little Deschutes Grange #939
Deschutes County
La Pine, Oregon

'HDU%URWKHUVDQG6LVWHUV
7KDQN\RXIRU\RXUFRQ¿GHQFH
EXW , DP QRW D FDQGLGDWH IRU
2UHJRQ6WDWH*UDQJH2YHUVHHU
RUDQ\RWKHUHOHFWLYHR৽FH
)UDWHUQDOO\
&DURO(YHUPDQ

, DP DQ D൶OLDWH PHPEHU DW &URZ
Grange #450 and have served as
Steward for three years.
I am Steward of Lane Pomona
Grange #14, having been elected
WRFRPSOHWH0DOFROP7UXSS¶VWHUP
Before that I served as Gatekeeper.
, ZDV &UHVZHOO¶V GHOHJDWH DW IRXU
state conventions and served as District 2 Community Service Chair
for two years.
A 24-year Navy veteran, I served
nine tours of duty in the Middle
East.
Patrick Dearth
Creswell Grange #496
Crow Grange #450
Lane County
Lorane, Oregon

It is indeed an honor to be nominat- Brothers and Sisters,
HGWRVHUYHDVDQR൶FHUIRUWKH2UHgon State Grange.
It is an honor to accept your nomination for Ceres of the Oregon State
I am a member of Hurricane Creek Grange.
Grange #608. I live near the city of
Enterprise in Wallowa County Or- I am a member of Springwater
egon. In my Community Grange, Grange #263, where I serve as OverI have served as Overseer, Master, seer and the Youth Chairman. I also
and currently am serving as Trea- serve as the Pomona for Clackamas
surer. I am Master of Wallowa Po- Pomona #1. I have served as the
mona #22, Oregon State Grange National Youth Ceres twice and last
Membership Committee Director, year as Chaplain. I was honored to
and I am the District 6 representa- be the 2018-2019 State Youth Amtive to the OSG Foundation.
bassador for Oregon as well as the
2021 State Youth Secretary.
My wife and I enjoy attending State
Grange Conventions, and I would The Grange has helped make me
be proud to serve as Gatekeeper who I am today, and I would be hon– working with Deputies to guard ored and privileged to be allowed to
the entrances to the State Session, serve as your State Ceres.
greeting those in attendance, and
distributing handouts and materials Thank you for your nomination.
provided by the Progress Committee.
Jessie Jo Guttridge
Springwater Grange #263
David McBride
Clackamas County
Hurricane Creek Grange #608
Estacada, Oregon
Wallowa County
Enterprise, Oregon

*UDQJH *URZWK 6XPPLW 0DUFK  DW 6XQQ\VLGH *UDQJH
LQ &ODFNDPDV &RXQW\  +DYH  <RX 0DGH <RXU 3ODQV"
1HDUE\+RWHOV
• Clarion Inn and Suites
9717 SE Sunnyside Rd.
503-654-1699

Amanda Brozana Rios, National
*UDQJH0HPEHUVKLS/HDGHUVKLS'Lrector, will be at Sunnyside Grange,
13139 SE Sunnyside Rd, Clackamas, Friday evening March 25
through noon Sunday March 27 for
2UHJRQ¶V*UDQJH*URZWK6XPPLW

The fee for the Summit will be: $25
per member or $40 for two members from the same Grange, additional members from a Grange will
be charged $15 each.

dinner, Saturday breakfast, lunch
and dinner and Sunday breakfast.

)ULGD\¶V GLQQHU DW  ZLWK FRQIHUence to start at 6:30. Breakfast will
be at 8 am both Saturday and SunFive meals will be served, Friday day with the conference following.

• Sunnyside Inn and Suites
12855 SE 97th Ave.
503-652-1500

*UDQJH*URZWK6XPPLW5HJLVWUDWLRQa0DUFKa6XQQ\VLGH*UDQJH

• Monarch Hotel and
Conference Center
12566 SE 93rd Ave.
503-652-1515

3HUVRQ1DPH__________________________________________________
Email_____________________________________Phone_______________________
3HUVRQ_______________________________________________________
Email_____________________________________Phone_______________________

• Hampton Inn
9040 SE Adams
503-655-7900

3HUVRQ_______________________________________________________
#
Email_____________________________________Phone_______________________
3HUVRQ_______________________________________________________
#
Email_____________________________________Phone_______________________
7RWDO _______
5HJLVWUDWLRQGHDGOLQH0DUFKRUDVVRRQDVSRVVLEOH

• Comfort Suites
15929 SE McKinley Ave.
503-723-3450
All are located in Clackamas

Grange Name & #___________________________________________________________
@ $25.00
#

Enclose check made out to the Oregon State Grange to reserve your spots. Preregistration required.
Mail to: 26*8QLRQ6W1(6DOHP25
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FLORA

 1DWLRQDO *UDQJH (GXFDWLRQ 3ROLF\ 6WDWHPHQW
%DODQFHG$SSURDFK
The purpose of education is to open
the minds of people to the world
around them, to the lessons of the
past, and the possibilities of the future. An understanding of the past
and how it has shaped our present
and future is a part of education that
is too often neglected.

Sandi Ludi
Brothers and Sisters of the Oregon
State Grange:
It has been an honor and a privilege
serving as Flora of the Oregon State
Grange this past term. Many thanks
to those who have supported and
put their trust in me. I take the reVSRQVLELOLW\ RI WKH R൶FH VHULRXVO\
The conferral of the Sixth degree is
beautiful when done with grace and
dignity. If elected to another term I
will continue to strive to the best of
my ability.
Fraternally,
Sandi Ludi
Sunnyside Grange #842
Clackamas County
Sandy, Oregon

POMONA

5

counselors undertook their career
education under the auspices of fedHUDO SURJUDPV WKDW R൵HUHG VWXGHQW
ORDQ IRUJLYHQHVV LI VSHFL¿F FRQditions were met. However, these
programs have sometimes been
administered in a capricious and
uneven manner, leaving many who
followed the rules in good faith with
XQH[SHFWHG VLJQL¿FDQW GHEW  :H
We encourage school systems and believe this is a situation that calls
all students to put the same empha- for reason and compassion on the
sis on the possibility of exploring part of the program administrators.
vocational training as well as colThe cost of education continues to
lege preparation.
increase and student debt is now the
Current events have highlighted second largest category of consumthe need for local school systems er debt overall in the U.S. Targetto have standard tools for virtual ed forgiveness programs for federlearning, especially with regard to DO VWXGHQW ORDQV FDQ R൵HU UHOLHI WR
economically challenged students. some students and needed support
Granges should explore the possi- for some sectors of the labor marbilities of working with their school ket. We favor such targeted loan
systems to make Grange Halls IRUJLYHQHVVSURJUDPVZLWKVSHFL¿F
available as Wi-Fi hotspots, and requirements. However, we do not
work with other groups that might support blanket loan forgiveness.
SURYLGH ¿QDQFLDO DVVLVWDQFH WR WKLV
Since the Smith-Hughes Act of
initiative.
1917 and the 1946 George-Barden
We support ‘K-12 Bridge to Broad- Act, focused federal aid for agriEDQG¶DFROODERUDWLRQLQFOXGLQJWKH cultural, industrial, and home ecoQRQSUR¿WJURXSµ(GXFDWLRQ6XSHU- nomics training for high school
KLJKZD\¶ DQG 17&$ 7KH 5XUDO students, our federal government
Broadband Association. This is a has to some degree had a hand in
QDWLRQDOH൵RUWWRFRQQHFWPRUHVWX- funding public education. Thus, the
dents for remote and hybrid learn- funding of public education has become a partnership between federal
ing.
DQGVWDWHORFDOEXWZHUHD൶UPWKH
importance of state and local con/RDQVDQG$LG
Many teachers and mental health trol.

Private providers of higher education are major recipients of federal
¿QDQFLDODLGDQGVKRXOGEHKHOGDFcountable for their academic standards and advertised employment
outcomes. We are opposed to any
weakening of regulation of private
education providers.
0HQWDO+HDOWKDQG6DIHW\
Many social problems in schools
arise from bullying, feelings of
disenfranchisement and isolation
among at-risk students. Schools
PXVW ¿QG ZD\V WR LQFUHDVH WKH
availability of counseling for all
students, and proactively engage
with marginalized and at-risk
young people. We strongly encourage Grange members nationwide
to play an active role in their local
school systems and communities.
It is essential for our members to
LQYHVW LQ RXU FKLOGUHQ¶V HGXFDWLRQ
through volunteering.
6SHFLDO1HHGV
Great technological strides have
been made in the creation of assistive devices for the hearing impaired, but not all are widely known.
We encourage state and subordinate
Granges to educate their members
and their surrounding communities
about the availability of such devices under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

 1DWLRQDO *UDQJH &RQVHUYDWLRQ 3ROLF\ 6WDWHPHQW

Linda Helm
Linda Helm
Phoenix Grange #779
Central Point #698
Jackson County
Medford, Oregon

 1DWLRQDO *UDQJH

3ROLF\ 6WDWHPHQWV
In this issue there are several
of the National Grange Policy
Statements adopted at the 155th
Annual Convention of the National Grange held in November
2021.
If your Grange wants to change
or strengthen the policy now is
the time to write resolutions.
The deadline for submitting
resolution for consideration at
the Oregon State Grange Convention in June is April 20th for
Community Granges

We encourage the responsible stewardship of our natural resources
from all who own or use them. We
GH¿QHUHVSRQVLEOH6WHZDUGVKLSDVD
balance between use, preservation,
and the environmental standards
appropriate to the regional needs.
Our organization has been a strong
advocate for land stewardship. We
believe that protection of the environment and the conservation of
natural resources are vital. We further believe that education of the
public regarding the importance of
our natural resources is an absolute
necessity. We support current federal guidelines on the control of air
and water quality.
The National Grange should continue to advocate for conservation
programs. These programs should
encourage farmers to operate in an
environmentally sound manner, foFXVLQJRQVFLHQWL¿FDQGWHFKQLFDODVsistance, research, education, loans,
and cost-share programs.

curate picture of greenhouse emissions in our nation and that consistent sources of data be used. The
National Grange supports the use of
Best Management Practices and any
mandates on agriculture in regard to
reducing emissions be accompanied
with economic incentives to lower
the impact on our agricultural producers.
We recognize that plastic and other
non-biodegradable materials are a
VLJQL¿FDQWHQYLURQPHQWDOQXLVDQFH
The National Grange supports legislation that will promote the use of
shorter life plastic and biologically
degradable materials.
The National Grange recognizes the
unique role agriculture plays in land
and environmental management.
The National Grange supports
transparent disclosure of details
RI DQ\ HQYLURQPHQWDO WHVWLQJ DQG
RU PRGL¿FDWLRQV EHLQJ FRQGXFWHG
by any governmental agency. We
DGYRFDWH IRU JUHDWHU ÀH[LELOLW\ LQ
the interpretation of environmental
laws to allow for traditional land
uses taking into consideration varying environmental situations across
the country and encourage agricultural producers to engage in best
management practices in all aspects
of their operations.

Climate change is receiving attention not only in our nation, but across
the globe. The National Grange understands agriculture is a part of the
total picture on climate change and
WKH H൵RUWV WR DFFRPSOLVK 1HW=HUR
greenhouse emissions in the United
States. We demand American Agricultural Data, rather than worldwide
data, be used to provide a more ac- The National Grange supports coor-

dination among Federal, State and
Local Governments when developing land use management plans.
We urge Congress to include voluntary incentive-based assistance for
conservation practices by farmers,
ranchers, foresters, developers, and
landowners in future Farm Bills,
which will maintain a commitment to conservation. In that light,
we also urge USDA to ensure that
WKH\ XVH RQO\ VFLHQWL¿FDOO\ EDVHG
research when crafting regulations
to implement the conservation portions of the Farm Bill. The optimum
result should be that the environment be protected with the least
amount of prime, productive farmland taken out of production.
Waters of the United States has
emerged again through court rulings, which has the potential to
overreach into our farms as it did
before. The National Grange will
continue to monitor for developments as they occur.
Food waste is a problem to be addressed as approximately half of the
food grown in the country is thrown
away without being consumed. Environmentalists are concerned beFDXVHWKHGHFD\RIIRRGLQODQG¿OOV
release methane into the air. The
*UDQJHVKRXOGEHLQYROYHGLQH൵RUWV
to reduce food waste while at the
same time helping the environment.
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EX. COMM.
POSITION #1

EX. COMM.
POSITION #1

EX. COMM.
POSITION #2

EX. COMM.
POSITION #2

John Fine

Susan Noah

Celia Fox

Sam Keator

It is an honor to be nominated
for the position of Oregon State
Grange Executive Committee #2.
I am a member of the Boring-Damascus Grange #260 located in
Clackamas County and live just
outside of Sandy. I have had an
opportunity to serve on the State
Grange Executive Committee
twice before as State Secretary, and
more recently as State Overseer. I
am aware of the important responsibilities of this committee and the
GL൶FXOW GHFLVLRQV WKDW DUH VRPHtimes required.

First, I was very surprised and honRUHGWREHQRPLQDWHGIRUWKHR൶FH
of President, but I feel that if elected by the delegates this summer,
I would accept the position of the
Executive Committee #2 and serve
you.

Brothers and Sisters,
It is with profound appreciation that
I accept your nomination for Oregon State Grange Executive Committee position #1. Throughout my
over 50 years of membership in the
Grange, it has been my purpose to
be of service to the organization
DQGVSHFL¿FDOO\WKHPHPEHUV,WKDV
been truly a privilege to serve as a
member of the Executive Committee this last term and I look forward
to be of further service.

Brothers and Sisters,

Thank you for your nominations for
WKH R൶FH RI WKH ([HFXWLYH &RPmittee. I have thoroughly enjoyed
my years as the President of the Oregon State Grange and while I am
ready to retire from the everyday
job of running our great organizaI have been so honored and privition, I feel that I still have skills and
leged to work with and learn from
DELOLW\WRR൵HULQDQRWKHUFDSDFLW\
John Fine and Louise Holst (which
One of the main jobs of the Execall three of us have not missed a
utive Committee is to overseer our
PHHWLQJ LQ WKH SDVW IRXU \HDU¶V 
¿QDQFHVDQGLQYHVWHGIXQGV,IHHO
And in Hope, we will help the
that my career in accounting and
changing Board with consistency!
The power of the Grange does not my dedication to all levels of the
UHVWZLWKWKHR൶FHUVEXWLVHQWUXVWHG Grange uniquely prepares me for I feel your State Grange Execu- Again, if the delegates at the State
to the individual community Grange this oversight.
tive Committee not only represents session this summer elect me to the
members. My goal is that you will
the wishes of the membership, but Executive position #2, I will serve
be pleased with my endeavor to be During my term as the President, they also are there to ensure that to the best of my abilities.
of service to each of you.
I was able to rely on several past the Grange organization itself conState Presidents and I hope to pro- tinues to prosper and grow into the Fraternally to you,
The Grange still encounters sev- vide this support for our new Presi- future.
Samuel Keator
eral challenges as we embark on a dent. Thank you again for your past
Winona Grange #271
new period in the evolution of the and continued support.
Celia Fox
Washington County
organization. The solutions to these
Boring Damascus Grange #256
Tualatin, Oregon
challenges will require a concerted Fraternally,
Sunnyside Grange #842
H൵RUWRIDOO(DFKRQHRIWKHPHP- Susan Noah,
Clackamas County
bers is vital to the growth and pros- Mohawk-McKenzie Grange #747
Sandy, Oregon
perity of the organization. Chal- Lane County
lenges are provided to us by our 6SULQJ¿HOG2UHJRQ
God to test our abilities and to
direct our assessment for the future. &KDQJLQJ 2UHJRQ 6WDWH *UDQJH 'LVWULFWV 3XUSRVHG
I believe that I am better prepared to At the July 12, 2021 Oregon State ing of Deschutes Pomona. Sugges- District #5 has been shrinking
down to the current level of nine
continue your work in the next year Grange Executive Committee tions have been made as follows:
meeting it was voted to propose the
• The Deschutes Pomona Granges throughout most of the
because of these challenges.
following changes to our current
would revert back to De- middle of the state. This has put an
schutes County and the increasing burden on them for hostI am grateful for all your continued district map:
• -H൵HUVRQ &RXQW\ ZRXOG MRLQ
Northern part of Lake Coun- ing our State Convention and for
support and prayers.
District #4
ty.
maintaining district chairs in each
• Deschutes County and the
of the Standing Committees.
John M. Fine
Northern section of Lake
 -H൵HUVRQ &RXQW\ FRXOG UHRiversdale Grange #731
County would join District #2
main part of Deschutes Po- The idea of changing the district
Douglas County
• Klamath County and the
mona, form a new Pomona boundaries has been discussed for
Roseburg, Oregon
Southern section of Lake
with Wasco County, or Wasco some time. Under this proposed
County would join District #1
and Hood River Counties or plan Oregon would end up with
• Crook CounEHFRPHXQD൶OLDWHG
¿YH GLVWULFWV VR DOO FRPPLWWHHV
ty (currently
ZRXOGDOVREHUHGXFHGWR¿YH'LVno
Granges
• Klamath County could join trict chairs and one Director, and
are within this
with Jackson Pomona or form of course the convention hosting
county) would
a new Pomona of Klamath GXWLHVZRXOGUHYROYHEHWZHHQ¿YH
become part
and Southern Lake County or districts instead of six. Districts #1,
of the current
EHFRPHXQD൶OLDWHG
#2, #3 and #4 will keep the same
District
#6,
• Southern
Lake
County number and District #6 will change
which would
Granges could join with to District #5.
then be reKlamath and form a new Ponumbered Dismona, or go with Klamath to There will be the Executive Comtrict #5.
Jackson and become a part of PLWWHH¶V UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ DQGRU
the Jackson Pomona, or be- SRVVLEOH RWKHU VXJJHVWHG UHFRQ¿JThis
would
FRPHXQD൶OLDWHG
uration at the Oregon State Grange
also
require
Convention in Talent in June for
the restructur- As most Oregon members know, the delegates to vote on.
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EX. COMM.
POSITION #3

Louise Holst
Brothers and Sisters,
Thank you for your nominations
for Position #3 Executive Committee member. This process of elections allows each Grange and each
member an opportunity to be involved in the selection of our state
R൶FHUV
I have enjoyed serving our state
Grange in this capacity. The executive committee meetings are held
every quarter as we help conduct
the business of our state Grange in
between annual sessions. The minutes are printed in our Bulletin for
you to read.
I am hoping by now each Grange
has moved through the worst of the
COVID times and are back meeting in person or maybe even hybrid
meetings to get more of your members involved. We must continue
our meetings to keep our Granges
strong.
Fraternally,
Louise Host
Midland Grange #781
Klamath County
Klamath Falls, Oregon
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1DWLRQDO*UDQJH$JULFXOWXUH3ROLF\6WDWHPHQW
Agriculture is, as always, a foundaWLRQRI$PHULFD¶VHFRQRP\SURYLGing directly or indirectly through
value-added processing, and is currently approximately 5.2% ($1.109
Trillion) of our Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). For over 150 years,
the National Grange has been
working to improve agriculture in
America and the welfare of those
who work the soil or care for the
FUHDWXUHVRIWKH¿HOG2XUURRWVDUH
in agriculture, and our future is tied
to our faith in the perennial cycle of
planting and harvest.

plied than are needed to grow the
crop. As computer technology becomes more integral to farming and
the equipment used, we encourage
the use of precision agricultural
WHFKQRORJLHVWREHQH¿WWKHHQYLURQment and improve farm operationDOH൶FLHQF\7KH1DWLRQDO*UDQJH
should engage in public relations
H൵RUWV WR VKRZFDVH WKH ZRUN DQG
leadership of farmers and ranchers in adapting to and utilizing best
management practices. We support
the research and development of
alternative fuel sources for agricultural use that will help to reduce
Conservation of our soil, water and greenhouse gases.
air quality remains a priority for the
Grange, keeping in mind that all The National Grange encourages
SHUWLQHQWUHJXODWLRQVVKRXOGUHÀHFW the USDA and State Departments
local conditions. A key component of Agriculture to continue proof the future security of our water grams like the Farmers to Famsupply for both domestic and agri- ilies Food Box Program. These
cultural uses is the ability to store programs enabled the purchase of
it. Challenges from environmental foods that would have potentialgroups and climate change have ly been destroyed. The National
brought progress in that area to a Grange recognizes that other adstandstill. The National Grange will ditional challenges facing produccontinue to promote water storage HUVLVWKHÀXFWXDWLRQLQFRPPRGLW\
SURMHFWVWKDWEHQH¿WDJULFXOWXUDODQG prices coupled with ever-rising cost
domestic needs while appropriately of inputs and the yearly increases in
VDIHJXDUGLQJ¿VKDQGZLOGOLIHVDIH- property taxes. We will continue to
ty concerns. The Grange opposes work on solutions to help minimize
the expansion of the Environmental their impact on the agriculture sec3URWHFWLRQ$JHQF\¶V (3$ FXUUHQW tor.
authority to regulate our water supply. We oppose proposed changes Because of the COVID-19 panWR H[SDQG WKH GH¿QLWLRQ RI:DWHUV demic we realized the need for local
of the United States (WOTUS). We processing of our food supplies of
believe that the US Army Corps of beef, pork, poultry and dairy. More
Engineers should have jurisdiction regional or local processing would
only over navigable waters, as de- KDYH KHOSHG R൵VHW WKH GHYDVWDWLQJ
¿QHGLQWKH&OHDQ:DWHU$FW losses caused by the shutdown of
and non-navigable waters should large food processing plants. Closbe subject only to state Department ing down one plant, even for a few
of Natural Resources & Natural weeks, backs up production across
Resources Districts regulations.
the country, crashes prices paid to
farmers and leads to huge surpluses
Agricultural producers have been at the farm and severe meat shortleaders in protecting the environ- ages for the consumer.
ment. The National Grange urges
Natural Resources Conservation The National Grange continService (NRCS) agencies to imple- ues to monitor issues concerning
ment Nutrient Management Plans GMO-related food production and
(NMPs). Good soil health, includ- labeling.
ing proper nutrient management,
is a priority, and we encourage all We endorse the recommendations
farmers to develop and follow a of the Information Technology and
Nutrient Management Plan to en- Innovation Foundation titled “Gene
sure that no more nutrients are ap- Editing for the Climate: Biological

Solutions for Curbing Greenhouse
Emissions, concludes with a set
of policy recommendations urging governments around the world
to accelerate the development and
deployment of gene-edited climate
solutions by acting to:
1.

2.

3.

4.

(OLPLQDWHXQVFLHQWL¿FUHJulatory burdens and barriers that hinder the development of safe gene-edited
products.
Increase investment in research and development
(R&D) priorities such as
advancing CRISPR tools,
enhancing photosynthesis,
and improving methods to
measure soil carbon.
Improve coordination of
H[LVWLQJ5 'H൵RUWVZLWKin the United States and
around the world.
Expand incentives that will
spur the rapid adoption of
novel gene-edited technologies.

The National Grange supports
voluntary labeling of Genetically
0RGL¿HG SURGXFWV :H IXUWKHU UHquest that the National Grange Legislative Director share the latest reliable research on this subject with
State Granges on a continual basis.
As consumers become more concerned about where and how their
food is produced, the National Organic Program (NOP) has become
more popular. The National Grange
supports the continued growth and
federal support for the NOP, in order to meet the increasing consumer
demand for organic food products.
Support for Country-of-Origin Labeling (COOL) is a long-standing
position of the National Grange and
is favored by consumers. We support food labeling programs that
provide clear information about
country of origin and processing,
so that consumers can make informed choices about the food they
feed their families. We believe that
a food that is labeled Product of the
USA shall be both grown and processed in the USA.
Continue on page 8

1*&LWL]HQVKLSDQG7D[DWLRQ3ROLF\6WDWHPHQW
The National Grange supports
Broadband internet service for all
areas of the United States. Work
should continue updating service
maps, which have proved an obstacle to connectivity, and utilizing the Rural Digital Opportunity
Fund and encourage private enterprise cooperation to obtain high
speed internet for every family.
The National Grange applauds
the enactment of the 2021 Infrastructure and Jobs Acts and supports the $65 billion allocation for
broadband deployment. HowevHU ZH PXVW FRQWLQXH RXU ¿JKW WR

protect family farms, ranches and
businesses from over-regulation,
government control that will inhibit operations and devastating
changes in the Federal Tax Code.
The importance of retaining a
Tax-Exempt Status for all quali¿HG*UDQJHVPXVWEHPDLQWDLQHG
We encourage the National
Grange to provide State Granges
with information via electronic or
SDSHU FRPPXQLFDWLRQV RI ¿OLQJ
procedures for the necessary 990N
form.

that people charged with vandalizing or destroying historical landmarks and monuments be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law.

The National Grange urge local
and State Granges to strive for social and racial justice, equality and
compassion in human relations by
initiating open public meetings
in collaboration with other local
DQG 6WDWH RUJDQL]DWLRQV ¿JKWLQJ
against social injustice and harsh
racial practices. The National
Grange condemns all racially moThe National Grange recommends tivated acts of hate and violence.
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 1DWLRQDO *UDQJH $JULFXOWXUH 3ROLF\ 6WDWHPHQW
Food safety continues to be a sigQL¿FDQWLVVXHIRU$PHULFDQVLQOLJKW
of the ever-increasing amount of
our food that is imported. We believe the responsibility for all food
safety inspection should fall under one federal agency, preferably
the US Department of Agriculture
(USDA).
The Growing Climate Solutions
Act would create a USDA system
IRU FHUWLI\LQJ WKLUGSDUW\ YHUL¿HUV
and technical assistance providers.
Farmers and ranchers could receive
assistance and incentives for implementing practices which reduce
carbon emissions on their operations. In addition, they could sell
excess carbon credits to commerFLDO¿UPVZKRH[FHHGWKHLUFDUERQ
emission cap.
+HDOWK\SROOLQDWRU¶VSRSXODWLRQVDUH
critical to food production in the
US. We are pleased that the USDA
has information available to assist
¿UVWWLPH EHHNHHSHUV LQ OHDUQLQJ
how to begin production. The National Grange supports ongoing efforts to preserve proven pollinators
health practices, while identifying
new pesticide crop treatments that
DUHQRWKDUPIXOWRSROOLQDWRU¶VSRSulations. Although Neonicotinoids
are a critical component of seed
treatments, their misuse via overthe-counter products has resulted in
their increasing presence in water
DQG ZHWODQGV 7KHLU WR[LF H൵HFW RQ
SROOLQDWRU¶VSRSXODWLRQVKDVUHDFKHG
the point where we feel it is time to
consider designating Neonicotinoids
as a restricted use pesticide. We supSRUWDGGLWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQH൵RUWVGHsigned to inform producers as to the
toxic nature of Neonicotinoids that
are present in treated seeds and the
positive aspects of having untreated
seeds available for planting.
The use of drone or UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) technology
is rapidly becoming an important
tool for agricultural production.
However, privacy concerns have
arisen as drones have become more
popular. The National Grange supports the implementation of developed FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) regulations governing
the use of drones, and will continue
to work with USDA, FAA and other agricultural organizations to address issues related to drone use as
they pertain to agriculture.
The National Grange continues to
support extensive research by our
Land Grant Colleges and Universities into both short-term and longWHUP H൵HFWV RQ WKH HQYLURQPHQW
and on human nutrition, of all new
crops, whether Genetically Modi¿HGRUWUDGLWLRQDOO\EUHG2QHRIWKH
major issues facing animal agriculWXUHLQRXUFRXQWU\DUHWKHH൵RUWVE\
certain “Animal Rights” groups to
GH¿QH ³+XPDQH 7UHDWPHQW´ RI DQimals. The National Grange should

work together with other like-minded groups, to ensure that sound science is used in determining humane
treatment of animals. The National
Grange strongly supports agriculture education at all levels, including agriculture science as well as
Cooperative Extension Service, and
encourages the partnership between
4-H, FFA and Cooperative Extension Service to draw on and develop leadership abilities. Adequate
funding of Extension must be continued and increased if we wish to
ensure the availability of innovative
SUDFWLFHV DQG QHZ WRROV EHQH¿FLDO
to agriculture and society. We support educational programs, such as
Farm to Table or Farm to School,
that teach the importance of proper
diet and nutrition. It is more critical
now than ever to help consumers
understand the basic food system,
where their food comes from, and
what, if any, genetic alteration was
integral to its development. It is vital that we encourage the younger
generation to enter into farming. We
support programs or policies that
will enhance the ability of young
farmers to be successful as they
pursue production agriculture as
an occupation. Opportunities exist
to expand agricultural tourism as
an additional source of income for
farm families. The National Grange
urges government at all levels to remove unnecessary laws and regulations and work to pass legislation to
limit liability exposure that hampers
the expansion of agricultural tourism. As production agriculture becomes more dependent on computer
technology, access to high-speed
internet has become critical to farming and marketing activities. Highspeed internet access is also critical
to the agricultural operations that
desperately need it to enable their
high-tech precision farming equipment that is used to grow crops using less water, seed, fertilizer and
pesticides. The National Grange
strongly supports expanded funding
H൵RUWV QHFHVVDU\ WR GHYHORS KLJK
speed internet access in rural area
that are currently under-served.
The 2018 Farm Bill provided additional funding to help close the
existing gap between feed costs
and average milk prices. This,
along with restructured premium
UDWHV EHQH¿WWHG VPDOOWRPHGLXP
sized dairy producers. The National
Grange also appreciates the establishment of a new Foot and Mouth
vaccine bank. These improvements
and other provisions designed to
provide equitable treatment for all
commodities on all farm sizes in all
regions of the country need to continue to be addressed. The National
Grange also strongly supports reWDLQLQJDGHTXDWHOHYHOVRI¿QDQFLDO
support for the USDA Risk Management Division and the Federal
Crop Insurance Program (FCIP),
VRWKDWFRYHUDJHVDFFXUDWHO\UHÀHFW
cost of production and provides ad-

equate price protection; yet ensure
WKDW SUHPLXPV UHPDLQ D൵RUGDEOH
Disaster Relief programs are also
a critical component of farm income safety nets. We also strongly
urge that provisions are made to
adequately address the needs for a
reliable source of seasonal as well
as year-round farm labor. Bills have
been introduced, but none have
been able to advance through Congress. This lack of action has been
frustrating because the need for an
D൵RUGDEOHDQGDGHTXDWHZRUNIRUFH
remains a critical agriculture issue.
While many issues were resolved by
the 2018 Farm Bill, plenty of challenges still remain to be addressed
like more mental health programs
for production agricultural workers.
We suggest work begin soon on a
new Farm Bill.
The National Grange continues to
support the principle that only those
foods from mammalian sources
should be allowed to use the term
"milk." The FDA (Food and Drug
Administration) should not allow
the labeling of nutritionally-infeULRU SODQW RU DUWL¿FLDO VXEVWLWXWHV
as “milk,” “yogurt” or “cheese”.
The USDA must retain the authority to regulate the emergence of
WKHH൵RUWVWRJURZFXOWXUHGSURWHLQ
(“meat”) in a laboratory setting.
The Grange supports the principle that the term “meat” can only
be used to describe animal protein
derived from harvested production
livestock, poultry, seafood or wildOLIH ZLOG RU GRPHVWLF :H ¿UPO\
support the clear and accurate labeling of all non-meat alternatives
to reduce consumer confusion at the
market shelf.
Small farm operations have dwindled over the last 50 years and small
farms and farmers fail when bureaucracy and regulations become
burdensome. The United States DeSDUWPHQWRI$JULFXOWXUHFODVVL¿HVD
small farm to have $350,000 or less
of gross income per year and a demographic of farm operators exist
where a more realistic annual income for them is $150,000 per year.
We encourage the USDA to reevaluate the income threshold levels for
WKHFODVVL¿FDWLRQRIVPDOOPHGLXP
and large farm operations and if
necessary, adjust them to be more
UHÀHFWLYH RI WKH UDQJH RI LQFRPH
levels in the agriculture sector.
Milk prices to the farmer have con-

continued from page 7

tinued to drop over the past 20 years,
while production costs have continued to climb. The Grange must continue to work to educate consumers
on the positive qualities of whole
milk and lowering the unacceptable
level of waste of our food that currently occurs on a daily basis in this
FRXQWU\ (GXFDWLRQ H൵RUWV VXFK DV
these will lead to more demand for
our domestically-produced milk,
thus leading to higher prices for our
producers and less waste of food
will make more available for government-assistance food programs.
Food security includes everyone
having enough to eat of course,
but it also involves farmers earning
enough to stay in business; government not overregulating normal agricultural practices; advancements
LQVFLHQWL¿FUHVHDUFKDQGUHOLDQFHRQ
sound science not popular opinion.
It includes reducing food waste,
preparing for, and adapting to climate change, water and soil conservation, and animal welfare. Food
VHFXULW\ZDVLGHQWL¿HGE\1DWLRQDO
Grange delegates several years ago
as a top priority and it will continue
to be a focus in the coming years.
Individual incomes in developing countries are rising, leading to
changes in diet that will increase
GHPDQGV RQ WKH ZRUOG¶V IRRG VXSply even as population growth adds
its inevitable impact. The National
Grange supports new and progressive trade pacts that lower trade
barriers and promote fair trade.
Farmers prefer fair trade for their
products rather than government
payments.
&RRSHUDWLYH QRQSDUWLVDQ H൵RUW LV
the “Grange way,” and an understanding of the direct relationship
between science and the natural
world. The words written by National Master Oliver Wilson in
1919 are appropriate today, in that
the time has come to simply classify agriculture as one of the great industries that make up our economic
structure, and the need to treat agriculture as a vital part of that structure. Over one hundred years later
we are still facing the same struggle, still selling products at less than
the cost of production. We have the
choice- pay the farmer a fair price
or import our food. “No nation can
prosper whose agriculture deteriorates.”
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